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Modern aerospace applications require modeling nonequilibrium high-temperature and high-enthalpy flows.
Accuracy of flow simulations depends on many factors: the level of detail in the flow description, fidelity of available data
on the reaction and relaxation rates, numerical precision. Computational cost is also crucial for the choice of an appropriate
model; depending on the required accuracy, Kinetic or continuum flow descriptions can be implemented. Among continuum
approaches, the state-to-state (STS) flow description is the most detailed and accurate; its implementation, however,
requires data on all kinds of vibrational energy transitions and state-specific reaction rate coefficients. Moreover, for gas
mixtures involving polyatomic species with multiple vibrational modes, STS simulations become prohibitively expensive
since one has to solve several thousands of master equations for the vibrational state populations.

In this talk, we first discuss the possibility of reducing the STS models to multi-temperature ones without
considerable loss of accuracy. For CO, mixtures, we show that multi-temperature simulations using direct averaging of the
state-specific reaction and transition rates provide fairly good agreement with full STS simulations [1, 2]. The advantages of
such a hybrid approach are: 1) the set of several thousand master equations is reduced to a few relaxation equations; 2)
vibrational-chemical coupling is modeled naturally, without need for some phenomenological models; 3) the approach does
not use the Landau-Teller relaxation equations having many limitations under strongly nonequilibrium conditions [3]. On
the other hand, the proposed approach still requires the full set of rate coefficients for state-specific chemical reactions and
vibrational energy transitions; this data remains the main source of uncertainty. In the second part of the talk, we discuss
validation of the state-specific reaction rate coefficients for oxygen and air on the basis of shock tube experiments [4-6].
Several models of different fidelity are assessed: SSH [7], FHO [8], Marrone-Treanor dissociation model with various
parameters [9-12]. In particular, we show an important role of partial vibrational relaxation between incident and reflected
shocks for correct reproducing the reflected shock experiments.
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