AHUCTUKE

Abs1ract8 Saint Patarsburg TeaMCI:”

State University

Canxt-MeTepbyprokui 27-29 June 2017
FOCYAEPC TEEHHLIA
yHl1BE:§JCH|e1

ST PETERSBURG
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF AFGHAN STUDIES




G AT 09090 . G

SAINT PETERSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY

CAHKT-HETEPBYPTCKHFI TOCY/IAPCTBEHHBIM YHUBEPCHUTET |
THE FACULTY OF ASIAN AND AFRICAN STUDIES

BOCTOUHBIN GAKVIIBTET
ST PETERSBURG CAHKT-NMETEPBYPICKAA
INTERNATIONAL | MEXAVHAPOAHAA
CONFERENCE | KOHOEPEHLUA
OF AFGHAN STUDIES no AOrAHUCTUKE

27-29 June 2017 27-29 uroHA 2017 2.

Abstracts Te3ucsl
St Petersburg Canxkr-ITetepbypr
2017

2017




BBK 6/85431(5A¢r)
C18

C18 Canxr-IlerepOyprekasi MemayHapoaHast KondepeHumust mno
apranucruxe, 27-29.06.2017: Tesucs / Ots. pen.: C. B. An-
apees, A. C. Marsees, M. C. IleneBun. — CII6.: U3n-Bo Cry-
qms «HIT-ITpun, 2017, — 96 c.

St Petersburg International Conference of*Afghan Studies.

27-29 June 2017: Abstracts / Ed. by S. B. Andreyev, A. S. Matveeyv,
M. S. Pelevin. — St Petersburg: NP-PRINT, 2017. — 96 p.

BBK 6/8a431(5A¢r)

© Astope! cOopuuka, 2017
[SBN 978-5-901724-40-8 © CIIeTY, 2017

H. H. Jeaxos. Obpanienne k ydacTHikaM koHbepenuun (Address to the Conference)... 11

Mikhail Pelevin. Foreword... NG D

Sergei Andreyev. The Forum Rat]onalc A Note by the Conference 8 Concepmaliscr .15

C. B. Anopees. KoHUENIHA KOHDEPEHIIHH ..cvonvrirerereernieeresimssssisernensasssssessssssssosesssssssssesesss L1
CEKUMA 1

UCTOPUOTPAOUA U UICTOYHUKOBEAEHUE AOTAHUCTAHA
A TPAHCTPAHWNYHbIX PETMOHOB AOTAHCKOW
KYNbTYPHO-IMHIBUCTUYECKOW OMKYMEHDI

PANEL ONE

HISTORIOGRAPHY AND SOURCES ON AFGHANISTAN
AND THE LIMINAL AREAS OF THE AFGHAN LINGUISTIC
AND CULTURAL OECUMENE

Aziz Arjanfar (Afghanistan; Center for Afghanistan Studies and Research, Frankfurt
am Main, Germany). Understudied Problems of Afghan History .........ccvvvininnn. 20

Asuz Apvsinchap (Afghanistan; Center for Afghanistan Studies and Research,
Frankfurt am Main, Germany} ManouccneoBaHHbIE Bonpocu MCTOPHH
Adiranucrana.. cemssnsnea AR T R AR SRR B e P PR

Vladimir S. Boyko (Ahm State Pedagagmaf' University / Altai State Umvers.rry
Barnaul, Russia). A. V. Stanishevsky and the Problems of Forming
an Expert-Analytical Direction in Soviet Afghanistan Studies ..........ccoconeiiiniiinenn 24

St Petersburg International Conference of Afghan Studies



Contents

o= e

B. C. Botixo (Awmaiickutt 2ocyoapemeennsiii nedazocuseckuii YHusepcumenn /
Anmaiickuii 2ocydapemeennsiii yuusepcumen, bapnayn, Poccus).
A. B. CranumeBckuii u npobnemsi (hopMHpOBaHHS FKCIEPTHO-AHATUTHYECKOTO
HALPABICHUS B COBETCKOH APTrAHHCTHKE. .......veecvveeeeersersecesns s eesseessesesssesnsoenssn. 25

Paul Bucherer-Dietschi (Swiss Afghanistan Institute, Bubendorf, Switzerland),
Hans-Ulrich Seidt (German Federal Foreign Office, Berlin, Germany).
The Afghan Boundary Commission (ABC) 18841888 T T -

Zarine Dzhandosova (Faculty of Asian and African Studies, St Petersburg State
University, St Petersburg, Russia), The Persian Work Bada'i* al-Akhbar
by Shaykh al-Islam Bihbahani as a Source on the History of the Afghan

Conquest of Iran in the 17207 ....ovveeeevveeeroeeeeeoooosooooeooeooooooo w31
3. A. [Joicandocoea (Bocmounsiii harynsmem CIIGIY, Canxm-Ilemepype, Poccus).

[Tepcunckoe counnenne baddu' ar-axbap Ulaiix an-ucnama buxGaxanii

KdK HCTOYHHK 110 HCTOPHH adraHckoro 3aBoesanus Hpana B 1720-x rogax..............33
Sergey Grigorev (Faculty of Asian and Afvican Studies, St Petershurg State

University, St Petersburg, Russia). The Afghans and their Australian Mark ..............35
C. E. I'pueopees (Bocmounsiii paxyasmem, CIHETY, Canxm-Ilemepbype, Poccus).

Adranusr: ABcTpanuiickuii ciien SRS e e e T OO | LR .

Shah Mahmoud Hanifi (James Madison Uni versity, Harrisonburg, Vuginia. USA).
Wood and Water as Environmental Pathways for Globalizing and Re-Localizing
Afghanistan Srud:cs39

Genriko Kharatishvili (Faculty of Asian and Afiican Studies, St Petersburg State
University, St Petersburg, Russia). Teaching the Dari Language Sources
at the Faculty of Asian and African Studies of St Petersburg State University ........... 40

I1 C. Xapamuweunu (Bocmouupiii thaxynomem CII6I'Y, Cankm-Ilemepbype, Poccus,).
Tpenogasanue napu-A3uMHLIX HCTOYHHKOB Ha BOCTOYHOM taxynsrere CII6IY .....41

Vasily S. Khristoforov (Russian State University for the Humanities; Institute
of Russian History, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia). The Newest
Historiography and Sources on the History of the Military and Political Presence
of the USSR in Afghanistan (1978-1991) et et es st s snrsnsngenssnassassen U0

B. C. Xpucmodghopos (PITY; HPH PAH, Mocxkea, Poccus). Hosefimas
MCTOPHOTpaMsl i HETOUHHKH 10 HCTOPHH BOEHHO-MOMHTHIECKOIO
npucyteteus CCCP B Adranucrane Lt ey )

Alexander Kolesnikov (St Petersburg Regional Information and Analysis Centre,
Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, St Petersburg, Russia). Study
of Afghanistan by the Military of the Russian Empire (the Second Half

of the 19th — Early 20th Centuries) ........................... s I = . ...
A. A. Konecnuros (CI16 PHAL] PHCH, Canxm-Ilemepbypz, Poccus). syaenne

Adrannctana B BoeHHoM BegoMctse Poccuiickoii MMnepns (Bropast monxosHHa

XIX — navano XX BE Licncononmmssorsssnonssssns onsisssssmemsss b s i s e casi st i B

CaHkT-lNeTepbyprckan mexayHapoaHas KoHdepeHuma no apraHncTke

CEKLIMA 2

MUACbMEHHbIE TPAOULINW, TUTEPATYPA U ©OJTbKJTOP
AOTAHUCTAHA N TPAHCTPAHUYHbIX PEI:MOHHOB
AOTAHCKOW KYNTbTYPHO-JTMHIBUCTUYECKOWN OMKYMEHDI

PANELTWO

WRITTEN TRADITIONS, LITERATURE AND FOLKLORE
OF AFGHANISTAN AND THE LIMINAL AREAS
OF THE AFGHAN LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL OECUMENE

Nile Green (University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), USA). Writing History

in Mid-Century Afghanistan: From Tarikh to Archaeology ........ccccivieinrerinienicnen 48
Mateusz M. Klagisz, Khalil Ahmad Arab (Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian
Universty, Cracow, Poland). Education in the First Afghan Short Story
Panzdah sal-e gabl by Moxles-Zadeh ... 49
C. Ryan Perkins (Stanford University, Stanford, California, USA). Rahat Zakheli g
and the Rise of the Pashto ShOrt STOTY .....ccvvirireree s e e
Ekaterina Pischurnikova (Faculty of Asian and Afvican Studies, St Pe{ersbwg State
University, St Petersburg, Russia). Composition Structure of Hamid ‘
MoOMana?s GRAZHUTS .......ooomassaipismissiinsni i Sater ot wasasietis srice S iiranyhiass sewdisbab s aniind
E. I. [Tucuypnurosa (Bocmounnii haxynvmem CII6I'Y, Canxm-Ilemep6ypz, Poccus).
Kommosumuponnas cTpykrypa razeneil Xamuaa MOMaHIA ......ccovcevrnniineriinsssninsn 33
CEKLIAA 3

OBLUEE N OCOBEHHOE B PETMOHAX A(D['AHMCT{\HA
W TPAHCTPAHWUYHBIX PETMOHAX AOTAHCKOW
KYNbTYPHO-IMHIBUCTUYECKOW OVKYMEHDI

PANEL THREE

THE GENERAL AND THE SPECIFIC IN THE REGIONS
OF AFGHANISTAN AND IN THE LIMINAL AREAS
OF THE AFGHAN LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL OECUMENE

Magnus Marsden (Sussex Asia Centre, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK). Trading
Worlds: Afghan Merchants across Modern FTONtiers. .......ocovvmieiiiinin

.55

St Petersburg International Conference of Afghan Studies




and the primary source on the history of the thirty-six-day siege of Bihbahan (the city
located in the south-eastern part of Khuzistan) by Shah Mahmud Hutaki (Hotaki) in
the year 1723. The author of the work, ‘Abd an-Nabi Shaykh al-Islam Bihbahani (in
C.A. Storey (II, p.899) — Shaykh ‘Abd an-Nabi Munshi Bihbihani) eyewitnessed
the siege of Bihbahan while remaining in the city.

The Shaykh recalls how he personally helped one of the gunners, who defended
the city, to shoot towards the advancing Afghans. He took up writing his testimonial
book after learning of the victory of Shah Tahmasp IT over the Afghans, and dedicated
it to this sovereign. At the beginning of the work Shaykh al-Islam Bihbahani speaks
of his objectivity and desire to write without any exaggeration. The author of the
book is the founder of the dynasty of Shaykhs al-Islam Bihbahani-Sultani.

The book consists of four parts. The introductory part, briefly and “from other
people’s words™ describes the arrival of Mahmud from Kandahar in Iran, the siege
and fall of Isfahan and the establishment of the power of the Afghans in Iran, The
author also expresses his own opinion on the reasons for the Safavid defeat. These
include the absence of a proper defensive strategy, uncoordinated actions of the
commanders of individual units, lack of time, poorly organized logistics, and a
frequent change of governors on Iran’s eastern border and their poor interaction
with the central government. 1

The second and the main part of the source describes Shah Mahmud’s invasion
of Bihbahan and the resistance of the Bihbahanis. According to the author, the
advance of Shah Mahmud to the mountainous region of Kuhgiluya inhabited by the
Lurs, was caused by a conflict with his first deputy (gayim-magam) and commander
Amanullah-khan over the distribution of the spoils of war. When Amanullah-khan,
with two thousand fighters, left Isfahan, intending to join Shah Tahmasp II, Shah
Mahmud went after him with a 6,000-strong army and 4,000-5,000 camels used to
transport light cannons (zamburaks). It was during this campaign that he began the
siege of Bihbachan in December 1723. However, having faced a fierce resistance of
local residents and having lost many people and camels, eventually he was forced
to lift the siege and leave. In the opinion of the author, the severe winter conditions
of the Zagros mountains also played their role in the defeat of Shah Mahmud. This
part of the work, in our opinion, is very valuable and should be used by historians
studying this period. We intend to translate it into Russian.

The third part of the work speaks of one of the leaders of the guerrilla struggle
that was developing at that time against the Afghan and Ottoman (in the west of Iran)
domination, who gathered an army of Lurs and Bakhtiyars and successfully operated
under the name of Safi-Mirza (the son of Shah Sultan-Husayn Safavi, who fled
Isfahan). Bihbahani believes that under the name of Safi-Mirza, was hiding a Shaykh
from Kuhgiluya. To prove that this person was an impostor, the author of Bada i
al-Akhbar points to his young age (at the time of his death he was only twenty) and his
pure Persian speech, since the real Safavid Prince was older in age and spoke Turkic.

Cankr-Tetepbyprekan MexAyHapogHan KoHGepeHLMA No adraHncTke

Bihbahani describes the arrival of Safi-Mirza in Bihbahan, the warm welcome given
to him by the locals, his first steps as the ruler of the city, and then l.1is death (after a
year and a half reigning over Bihbahan he was killed by his Lur allies).

The fourth part of the work deals with the time of the rule of the Afghan Shah
Ashraf. It briefly describes the battles at Damghan and Murchi-Khurt, the entry of
the Safavid army into Isfahan, the flight and death of Shah Ashraf, and the march of
Nadir towards Bihbahan (here the author again appears as an eyewitness of the events).

The main manuscript of the book is kept in the British Museum. Its excerpts
describing the siege of Bihbahan were included in Tarikh-i Muntazam-i Nasiri by
Muhammad-Hasan-khan I‘timad as-Saltan, vol. IT (Teheran, 1882). Another copy of
the manuscript, called Tarikh-i Afghan, was brought to the academic attention by Dr
Riza Sha‘bani in 1987. This manuscript, as part of the Kurasa-yi-1-mi’yi collection,
is kept in the library of the Iranian Parliament. We used a commented edition of this
book, published on the basis of the three copies by Sayyid Sa‘id Mir-Muhammad
Sadiq (Tehran, “Miras-i Maktub” Publishing House, 2010).

3. A. JxaHdocosa (Bocmoyreit pakynemem CI161Y,
Cankm-lemep6ype, Poccus)

Iepeuackoe counnenne 5aodu’ an-axbap llaiix ajn-ucaama
Bux6axaHi KaK MCTOYHHUK [0 HCTOPHH
ajranckoro 3aBoesanus Hpana B 1720-x ronax

Counnenne badau ar-axbap ‘A6n an-Ha6i 111aiix an-ncnama buxOaxani cmyxut
OHUM W3 HCTOYHMKOB [0 HCTOPHH 3aBocBaryst adraniiamu Mpana B kouiie cadaBuickoi
3TMIOXH H TIEPBOMCTOYHUKOM 110 HCTOPHH TPH/ATHIIECTHHEBHOM ocabl brxbaxana
(ropojt, pacrioJIOKeHHBIH B F0ro-BOCTOYHOMH 4acTH Xy3HCTaHa) maXOM“MaXM)-(,ﬂE)M
Xyraxii (Xoraku) B 1723 romy. ABrop counnenus, ‘A0a an-Habn Ilaiix an-ncnam
Bux6axanii (y Cropu (11, ¢.899) — Iaiix * A6n an-Ha6# Myt ux6uxanii), Bo Bpems
OcazIbl HAXOJMIICA B TOpojie ¥ ObLT ee HerocpeicTBeHHbIM cBraeTeseM. Llleiix Becriomu-
HAET TAKKE, KAk INYHO MOMOTA OHOMY U3 ITyIIKapeii, 060pOHABIINX TOPOJL, CTPENIATE
B CTOPOHY HACTYTABIIMX adraxiieB. OH B3A/ICA 33 HATHCAHHE CBOCH KHUTH-CBU/IETENb-
CTBA [OCIIE TOTO, KaK y3HaN 0 nobene maxa Taxmacna I nan adranuamu, u mocesaTin ef
ToMy rocymapio. B nayane counnenns 11aiix an-ucnam bux6axawi roBopHT 0 CBOCH
OOBEKTHRHOCTH U CTPEMJTEHHH IHcaTh 0e3 NPeyBeTHIeHHiT. ABTOP COYMHCHNS ABIACTCS
POTOHAYATLHUKOM AMHACTHH waix ar-uciavos bruxbaxanii-CynraHi.

KHHra cocTOMT U3 YETHIPEX YacTeil. B BCTYNHTENBHON YACTH KPAaTKO H «C TyKHX
cnoB» omMceBaeTca npuxon Maxmyaa us Kannarapa s Mpan, ocala # mageHue
Wcdaxauna u ycraHosneHne Bracty adranues B Mpate. ABTOp BRICKa3bIBACT H co6-
CTBEHHOC MHEHHE OTHOCHTEILHO NMpHuuH nopaxkenusa Cadasuios, 3T0 OTCYTCTBHE

NpaBUIIBHOI 06OPOHMTENBHOI CTPATErHH, HECOITIACOBAHHBIE ICHCTBHA KOMaHIHPOB
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OT/IE/ILHBIX YACTEH, HEXBATKa BPEMEHH, IJI0X0 OPraHU30BAHHAS IOTHCTHKA, a TAKKE
4acTas CMeHa rybepHaTopoB HAa BOCTOYHOM rpaHulle MpaHa 1 HX TI0X0€ B3aUMO-
NEHCTBHE C LEHTPANBHBIM [IPABHTEILCTBOM.

Bropas, ocHoBHad, YacTh COYMHEHHA OMUCHIBACT BTOp/KEHHE axa Maxyya

B buxGaxau u conporusnenue GuxGaxamues. Kak yTeepkiaet aBrop, MOXoH maxa
Maxmyna B HaceleHHYIO JypaMu TOPHYK MeCTHOCTh Kyxritnyita 6bin BhI3BaH
KOH()IHKTOM € €ro NepBbIM 3aMECTHTENIEM (KaiuM-MaKam) ¥ OIKOBOALEM AMAHA-
nax-xarom 10 MOBOMY pacnpee/icH!s BOCHHOI 100brau. Korna AMAHAINAX-XaH C
ABYMS ThiCAHaMu 00HLIOB yuien u3 Mcdaxana, B HAMEPEHHH NPHCOEIMHUTECS K IITAXY
Taxmaciy II, wax Maxmy 1 OTIPaBHIICS B IOFOHIO 32 HUM € IIECTHTBICSYHOM apMueit
u 4-5 TeICAYaMM BepOTIONOB, KOTOPHIE MCIONB30BAIMCH IS IEPEBO3KH JIETKHX
nymrek-3aM0ypekos. B xozie aToro moxosa ou u Hawan ocaty BuxGaxauna B aexabpe
1723 rona. CTOJNKHYBILIKCE, OIHAKO, C OTYASHHBIM COMNPOTHBIICHHEM MECTHEIX KM TE-
nei M IOTepsiB MHOTO JIH0ICH U BepOMIONOB, B KOHIIE KOHIOB, OH OBbLT BBIHYK/ICH
CHATB 0Caty H yHTH. CBOIO POTh B nopaskeHny maxa Maxmyaa, o MHEHHIO aBTopa,
CHITPAJIH ¥ CYPOBbIC 3UMHHE YCIIOBHA MPeAropHii 3arpoca. I1a 4acTh COUMHEHHU,
Ha Halll B3MNIA/, OYCHB ICHHA M IOJKHA NPHBIEKATLCA HCTOPHKAMHE, H3y4alOLIHMH
3TOT Meproz. Mbl HAMEPEHBI OCYIIECTBHTD €€ [IEPEBOL Ha PYCCKHIl A3BIK.

Tpetss 4acTh COUMHEHHS PACCKA3bIBACT 06 OAHOM U3 THACPOB Pa3BEPHYBLICHCS
B TO BPEM3 MapTH3aHCKOH 6OpbObI MPOTHB araHCKoro, a TakKe OCMAHCKOTro (Ha
3amaje Mpasa) rocriofictsa, cobpaBiieM apMHIO U3 JIypOB H GaXTHAPOB H YCIEIHO
AciicrBoBaBLieM roa umeneM Cadi-wupso: (0exasiero n3 Mcdaxina ceina maxa
Cynran-Xycaitna Cadapii). Bux6axaHil CUHTaeT, YTO MOX HMEHEM Cadit-mupsnt
CKPBIBAJICA KaKoi-TO ICHX pomom u3 Kyxriinyita. B xauecTse [0Ka3arenbCTB
TOTO, HTO OTOT UeNOBeK ObUT caMo3BaHIIcM, aBTOp Baddu’ an-ax6ap IPUBOIUT €ro
I0HBII BO3pacT (B MOMEHT rubein emy GbIIO BCEro ABaIATh JIET) M €ro YHCTYHO
TEPCHACKYIO peyb, TOCKONbKY HACTOALIMH cadaBuaCKuil IpHHL GBI cTapiie 1o
BO3PACTY H TOBOPHII MO-TIOPKCKH. Buxbaxanit onuceisaet npuositue Cadi-Mup3sl
B Brx6axau, Tenisii npreM, Oka3aHHbIA €My MECTHBIMHU KHTETAMH, [EPBbIE ATy
B KaueCTBE MPaBUTEIIA rOPo/Ia, a 3aTeM ero rubens (ocne MoIyTopa et Npas/ieHus]
B bux6axane oH 611 yOHT CBOMMH COO3HMKAMH-TTYAMIH).

Yersepras 4acTh COUMHEHNS MOCBAILCHA IEPHOMY NIPAB/ICHHS apraHCKOro axa
Ampaga. B Heif kpatko pacckassiBaercs o Gosix mox Jamranom 1 Mypue-Xyprom,
0 BCTYILICHHH caaBuickoro apmut B Mcdaxan, bererse u ruGeny waxa Ampada
u noxozie Hazmpa B croposy bux6axana (30ech aBTOp OMATH BLICTYTAET KaK KHBOI
CBHJIETEb COOBITHIA).

OcHoBHasA pyKOIHCH COYHHEHHMA XPaHHTCA B Bputanckom Mysee. UsBicuerns u3
HETO, NocBAleHHble ocane buxbaxana, ObUIH BKIIOUCHEI B TAPiiX-u MyHmazam-u
Hacupi Myxamman-Xacan-xana U ‘tuman ac-Canraua, 7. I1 (Terepan, 1882). Eme
OZIMH CNIHCOK COYMHEHHA, TOJ HasBaHueM Tapiix-u agheanii, GBI BREJICH B HAYUHBIT
06opot A-pom Pu3a Illa‘Ganm B 1987 rogy. Dta pykonuck, B cocraBe cGOpHHKa

CaHkT-etepbyprckas MexAyHaPOAHaR KOHPEREHLIWMA N0 adraHuCTHKe

[ ey G i,

Kypéaca-tiu-n-mu'tiu, Xxpanures B bubmmorexke Memrimca. Hamu ucnons3sosanock
KOMMEHTHPOBAHHOE H3/IaHHE COYHHEHM, TIOATOTOBIEHHOE K eYaTH Ha OCHOBE TPeX
crckoB Caifitumom Ca'fing Miip-Myxammamom Camukom (Terepan, HanaTenscTeo
«Mipac-u maxmyé», 2010).

Sergey Grigorev (Faculty of Asian and African Studies,
St Petersburg State University, St Petersburg, Russia)

The Afghans and their Australian Mark

In the 19" century there was no united Australia, it rather consisted of a few separate
British colonies. In 1907, their association became a dominion. The colonization of its
heartland — hard-to-reach and arid — was slow. It was affected by the lack of roads
and means of transportation. Gold deposits, found in the early 1850’s stimulated the
exploration and development of these areas. It took a long time to build a railway
between the south and the north of Australia. In 1929, a railway was built from Augusta
Port in the south to Alice Springs in the centre, while another line was constructed from
the port of Darwin in the north to the centre of the country. It was only in 2004 that
a thoroughfare railway traffic was opened. Passenger trains also went along this line.
The passenger train that runs between Adelaide and Darwin is an Australian version
of a tourist train. The length of the route is 3,000 km. The name is “The Ghan”, viz.,
an abbreviation from “The Afghan Express”. This is the old name of the trains, which
used to go along the southern part of the line. And it may sound quite surprising.

In 1818, the Afghan Durrani Empire split into a number of principalities: Herat,
Kandahar, Kabul and Peshawar. In 1834, the latter, where many residents were
Afghan (Pashtun) tribesmen, was conquered by the ruler of Punjab Ranjit Singh. In
the 19" century Britain completed the conquest of India. After two Anglo-Punjabi
wars in the 1840’s. north-western India was also incorporated into the Empire;
that included the lands of the Pashtun tribes from the right bank of the Indus to
the Suleiman mountains on the border with Afghanistan. Their inhabitants became
(though only formally) the subjects of the British Crown. Some of them got involved
in the political and economic life of the Empire.

The first Pashtun Afghans who arrived in Australia were camel drivers. They were
employees of the expeditions of J. E. Horrocks' and R. H. Burke and W. D. Willis?, who
in 1846 and in 18601861 explored the centre of the country. The success of the latter
secured for the camels the niche as the main means of transportation in the depths of
Australia, Their endurance and ability to carry heavy loads for long distances prompted
their importation to Australia. From 1870 to 1900 approximately 15,000 camels were

! https://en.wikiped.org/wiki/John_Ainsworth Horrocks.
2 Colwell M. The Journey of Burke and Wills. Sydney: Paul Hamlyn, 1971.
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