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Reforms to the Russian Army under the Reign of Peter the Great

P. A. KROTOV

This paper discusses the significance of the reforms implemented the Russian army
under the reign of Peter the Great (1682-1725). This period in Russian history was marked
by the success of their military strength, which was leverage to establish the Russian
Empire. When Peter succeeded to the throne, Russia was economically underdeveloped,
various measures had to be undertaken for the modernization of the country. In particular,
a new policy was adopted to bring about reforms within the Russian army.

While the conservative feudal systems of personal proprietary rights and serfdom
during this period have largely been described as backward, they were instrumental in
bringing about the reforms in the Russian army. The personal proprietary rights proved to
be useful for the development of the vast natural resources in Russia, while the serfdom
was important for the securing of man power.

The reformed army was first put to the test during the Northern War against Sweden.
However, Russia’s European contemporaries attributed Russia’s victory over its enemy to
the success of the naval fleet instead of the army, and they considered the subsequent
prosperity of St. Petersburg a result of the performance of the Russian navy. Furthermore,
Russia planned and implemented a uniform foreign policy toward the European countries
based on the success of the naval force. With this, Russia became one of the Great Powers
of Europe.

Keywords: Peter the Great, Russian Army, Russian Navy, Russian Naval Fleet, the Northern
War.
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