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WOMEN'S ROLE IN THE COLLECTIVE WATER MANAGEMENT IN

COASTAL BANGLADESH:

A CASE STUDY OF POND SAND FILTER SYSTEM

Abstract

~

What are the
nature and
impact of the
kinds of
women’s role in
the functionality
of rural drinking
water system?

Muhammad Badrul Hasan'

The durable functionality of a rural drinking
water system (RDWS) largely depends on
contribution from both men and women in its
management  mechanisms in  developing
countries. However, the effectiveness of
women’s contribution is still unclear. Drawing
from a case study of an RDWS in South western
Bangladesh, this study, therefore, attempts to
investigate the nature and impact of the kinds of
women’s role in the functionality of RDWS.
Combining insights gained from theory on
institutions for collective action in the context of
shared resource systems, we develop a set of
requirements presumed necessary for
guaranteeing collective action among the RDWS
users. We apply this framework to empirically
explore if, how, and why women’s contribution
targets these requirements, and whether this
support influences organization of collective

! Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Dhaka,
Bangladesh, Email: badrulhasan@du.ac.bd
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action. To this end, we examine 30 cases where
women more or less contribute to the collective
management of pond sand filter (PSF) systems in
coastal Bangladesh. We collected data through
group surveys with users; informal interviews
with local elites; and by reviewing existing
literature. We find that women’s contributions
positively influence the requirements of
collective action. The findings of the study are
likely to help the policymakers to optimize the
implementation strategies for rural drinking
water systems in Bangladesh and elsewhere of
the developing countries.

Keywords: Collective Water; Management; Women; Bangladesh
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FUNDAMENTALS AND REQUIREMENTS OF METHODOLOGY

Abstract

~

What are the
fundamentals
and
requirements of
methodology in
women’s studies
branch of
science?

IN WOMEN'S STUDIES

Shahla Bagheri®

In this article, assumptions, presuppositions, the
logic of a methodological analysis, and the power
of its response to social issues are discussed
critically. Although it has not been long since the
establishment of women's studies in the Iranian
universities, preliminary studies and teaching
experiences of teachers in this field indicate that
the topics of some courses and the content of
educational materials lack the necessary
coordination with the requirements of the field
of study and requirements of the society. From
the sociology point of view, the launch of any
new discipline and the introduction of subject
topics inevitably have a coherent and
comprehensive relationship with the temporal
and spatial conditions of the society. The need to
develop new courses and revise teaching
methods is to be noted. In addition to being a
fundamental and important principle, it can
provide a platform for the confidence of
enthusiasts and students to provide realistic

! Associate Professor, Kharazmi University
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methodologies. As a basic measure, the need to
design indigenous methodology in the Iranian
society has been addressed and the
characteristics of indigenous methodology based
on scientific principles and relevant arguments
have been presented. Methods that demonstrate
their efficiency and scientific adequacy by
understanding the temporal and spatial
conditions of the society should identify and
resolve women's issues, and at the same time,
provide the necessary scientific strengths and
weaknesses to this field.

Keywords: Gender; Indigenous Methodology; Philosophy of Science;
Social Sciences; Women's Studies
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THE ROLE AND PRESENCE OF WOMEN IN THE RUSSIAN
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AFTER THE COLLAPSE OF
THE SOVIET UNION

Abstract

~

How have the
Russian women
participated in
the last three
rounds (2007,
2012, and 2016)
of the Duma
parliamentary
elections?

Aref Bijan®

In the post-Soviet era, the position of women in
Russian society remains at least as problematic as
it was in previous decades. The Soviet
constitution of 1977 stipulated that men and
women have equal rights, and that women have
equal access to education and training,
employment, promotions, remuneration and
participation in social, cultural and political
activity. One of the pillars of legislation in Russia
is the Duma. The presence of women in this
parliament has faced many ups and downs.
Women's higher profile in post-Soviet Russia has
also extended to politics. At the national level,
the most notable manifestation of women's new
found political success has been the Women of
Russia party, which won 11 percent of the vote
and twenty-five seats in the 1993 national
parliamentary elections. Russia is in a transitional
phase shifting from one type of society and
culture to another; one based on the principles of
a free market economy. The Russian experience

! PhD candidate in Political Science and Area Studies, Department of Political
Science, Saint Petersburg State University, Saint Petersburg, Russia, Email:
st082323@student.spbu.ru
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is interesting for all newly independent states of
the former Soviet Union, since the main trends
are similar in most of the former Soviet republics.
Throughout history, the role of women in society
has repeatedly varied according to political
conditions and discourse, for serving the
interests of those in power. Contemporary Russia
is hardly an exception to this general tendency.
Putin’s  paternalistic leadership celebrates
concepts such as virility, strength and power. The
main question of this research paper is how the
Russian women participated in the last three
rounds (2007, 2012, and 2016) of the Duma
parliamentary elections. In response, it should be
noted that although the presence of women in
the Duma has faced problems, the evidence
shows that women have been able to achieve
success in the past. In this article, descriptive-
analytical method is used to examine the role
and presence of Russian women after the
collapse of the Soviet Union in Duma.

Keywords: Duma; Legislation; Putin's government; Russia; Role of

Women
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY; IRAQI KURDISTAN AS A CASE STUDY

Abstract

~

How is the
participation of
women in the
process of
decision-making
of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraqg?
What are its
outcomes?

Ribaz Chato Biro®
Zhila Nuri Saeed?

The development of women’s rights in the
economic and political sphere can grow societies.
Their participation in the policy-making processes
at the national and provincial levels produces
useful norms and policies for the whole society.
Moreover, for their involvement within the
political and economic contexts, a high level of
fundamental skills and education is needed. A
crucial point for them is to be aware of the action
plan and tactics to enhance the well-being of the
society and country as a whole. This study
investigates the participation of women in the
process of decision-making of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq (KRI) and its outcomes. However,
the steps that the KRG has taken to pave the way
for the women’s participation in these contexts
are fully described. The data used in this study
collected throughout a review on the literature of
published books, review articles, document
analysis, and official government websites. The

! M.A in International Relations, Soran University, Kurdistan Region, Iraq, E-mail:
ribaz.biro@soran.edu.iq
2 B.A in International Relations, Soran University, Kurdistan Region, Iraq, E-mail:
zhila.saed@soran.edu.iq
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findings of this paper elaborate that the Kurdish
women had the option to shape their
associations, which in result a few ladies run high
positions in the parliament and government in
Kurdistan. Furthermore, the KRG has realized
that at the point when more ladies work,
economies develop. The more women empower
in the economic sector, the more productivity
will appear.

Keywords: Gender Equality; Iraqgi Kurdistan; Women Empowerment;

Women's Rights
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A THOUSAND PETITIONS; A SINGLE DEMAND

Simin Fasihi'

Abstract

There is some literature about the many petitions

that were submitted to the Majlis in the early

Constitutional  period, including women’s
V petitions. Little, however, has been done in terms
What does the of analyzing the content of women’s petitions in
analysis of the terms of citizenship rights and recognition. This
content of the paper will analyze the content of these petitions
women’s and will demonstrate that despite the specific
petitions content of these petitions — largely centered on
demonstrate? financial claims, property disputes, defense of

individual and family rights, their form of
presentation and in particular the content of
these petitions point to their significance in terms
of women'’s perceptions of their own position as
citizens of a new form of government. While at
times they employ the dominant culture of
women as inferior (often in an ironical mode), in
other petitions they use a stronger and more
challenging alternative culture. The paper will
conclude with some reflections about women in

! Assistant Professor, Faculty of Literature, Languages and History, Alzahra
University, E-mail: fasihi@alzahra.ac.ir
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this period as modern subjects demanding their
equal citizenship rights and recognition — an
unfinished project.

Keywords: Petition; Equal Citizenship; Women; Constitutional
Period; Majlis
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A COMPARATIVE AND FEMINIST STUDY OF THE INHERITANCE
OF LOSS BY KIRAN DESAI AND THE WHITE TIGER BY

Abstract

~

Whether India’s
traditional
gender norms
reflected in
literature are
transformed and
if so, to what
extent?

1

@gmail.com

—————————————————————————
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ARAVIND ADIGA

Roya Fattahpour®

The aim of this study is to have a feminist and
comparative reading of Kiran Desai and Aravind
Adiga’s novels, the Inheritance of Loss and the
White Tiger, based on Judith Butler’s theory of
gender. Both novels are from the same age,
written in 2000s. The authors also are from the
same generation of Indian writers with similar
backgrounds, and their importance in Indian
literature lies on their being awarded the Booker
Prize for the novels selected to be studied.
Literature is a reflection of reality while affecting
the culture and norms governing the people
simultaneously. As a country whose policy,
especially after independence, has emphasized
equity in social structure, India is expected to
have succeeded, even if slightly, in eliminating
the male/female binaries and fading the gender
norms. The question raised here is whether
India’s traditional gender norms reflected in

M.A Student of India Studies, Tehran University, E-mail: roya.fattahpour
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literature are transformed and if so, to what
extent? Analyzing these novels is a suitable way
to answer this question. The data needed is
collected from the novels and other library
sources. The methods used are feminist and
comparative. Firstly, the writing style of the
authors and the extent to which the authors are
affected by patriarchy are studied. Second, the
position of women compared to that of the men
is examined while the sex-related binary
oppositions, gender roles, gender stereotypes
and the parts where these are deconstructed, if
there is any, are highlighted. Third, how Desai, as
the female writer depicts its male and female
characters is compared and contrasted with that
of Adiga, the male one.

Keywords: The Inheritance of Loss; The White Tiger; Judith Butler;
Gender; patriarchy; India; Desai; Adiga
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IRANIAN WOMEN: THE POLITICS OF UNDER-PRESENCE

Abstract

~

What factors
affect the
political
presence of
Iranian women
in the
parliament?
How can we
promote the
Iranian women’s
presence in the
Islamic
Consultative
Assembly?

Simin Hajipour Sarduie®

The under-representation of women in national
parliaments is a global concern, but the Middle
East lags far behind other regions in the world.
According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Asia
is ranked as the third-lowest region in the world
in terms of percentage of women in parliaments.
In Iran, situated among Asian countries, women
represented in parliament are not in proportion
to the women population of the country. The
political status of Iranian women is therefore a
critical issue. This case study focuses upon the
political presence and participation of Iranian
women in parliament and is going to answer the
questions what factors affect the political
presence of Iranian women in the parliament and
how we can promote it. The data are mainly
provided from interviews with female members
of parliament and representatives from political
parties. The overarching theoretical frameworks
used in the thesis consist of descriptive and
substantive democracy and a new theory called

! Ph.D, Political Science, Islamic Azad Univeristy, Tehran Central Branch, E-mail:

s_binesh@yahoo.com
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“the Politics of Under-Presence” proposed by the
researcher. The paper argues that major
obstacles for the presence of women in
parliament are public and political parties’
opinion, the electoral system, economic and
socio-cultural factors. This case study describes
that gender quota mechanism is highly
controversial in Iran, while it is the best solution.

Keywords: Iran; Parliament; Women’s Political Representation; the
Politics of Under-Presence; Gender Quota
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SAVING THE CITY BY WOMEN IN CAIRO

Seyedeh Roghayeh Hasani Chenar”

Abstract
This article explains a phenomenon in a
contemporary  African city, Cairo. The
phenomenon or social reality is (as Tourain calls
V it) saving the city. The author of this article
How the theory  argues that women in Cairo saved the city from

of Tourain can being an absolute masculine city. The idea of
be applied on saving the city is originally for Daphne Spain
the whose works in the field of urban planning and

phenomenon of  gender studies are insightful. The study uses the
“saving the city” tools of Allain Tourain theories in the new
in Cairo? paradigm and new social movements. Tourain’s
main idea in new paradigm is that we cannot
analyze social reality in political terms anymore.
To him, the paradigm of this era is the cultural
one instead of economical, social or even
political. This paper tries to apply this theory on
this phenomenon (saving the city). The existence
of millions of educated women in Cairo, women’s
health clinics, many parks, coffee shops, internet
Café’s and other public areas where women can
commute easily shows that the city is not
absolute masculine anymore. That is while the

! M.A in Middle East Studies, Allameh Tabatab’i Univeristy
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state of the country has not been a democratic
one. Women’s impressive presence in Cairo’s
public place just will be explained if we accept
Tourain’s view about our era saying that we live
in the cultural era instead of political or
economical one.

Keywords: Egypt; Women; Gendered Spaces; Women’s Movement
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THE ARAB WORLD AND WOMEN'S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
IN THE 21ST CENTURY; DIASPORA OF THE

Abstract

~

What is the
status of Arab
women's
political
participation in
the current
decade (2010-
2020)? What are
the most
important
problems and
obstacles at both
structural and
agency levels?

HIDDEN BEHIND CURTAINS

Mozafar Hasanvand®

The transition to the developmental stage is a
multifaceted, complex, and multi-factorial
process. Paying attention to women's capabilities
is one of the inevitable factors for achieving
political development. The Arab world has
experienced many dramatic changes over
decades and many achievements in increasing
women's political participation especially in the
countries bordering the Persian Gulf, Tunisia and
Jordan have been achieved. Arab women have
played a significant role in the process of reform,
transformation, protest, and new revolutions,
such as the 2011 developments and among the
new Arab nationalists, leftists, and liberals,
women have far more roles than ever before.
However, in a state of transition to development
and transitional stage in Arab world, given the
Plurality and growing population number of
women, there are several restrictions and

! Ph.D Candidate of Political Science, Political Thoughts, Shiraz University, Email:
mhasanvand@shirazu.ac.ir
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problems to establish women's political
participation. Despite all the achievements, it
must be said that effective institutions and
structures in power still are not willing to accept
the real presence of women in the political
arena. However, in the main question of the
present study is: what is the status of Arab
women's political participation in the current
decade (2010-2020)? And in this regard, what are
the most important problems and obstacles at
both structural and agency levels? To answer this
question, this hypothesis has been proposed
that, despite many political, legal, social and
cultural achievements, contexts and conditions
for consolidation, continuity and regular
presence of Arab women is not provided and
Arab women continue to be considered as the
hidden behind curtains. The findings, however,
show that although the importance has been
placed on the role and participation of Arab
women, but the issue is more superficial and
lacks real principles. The fact is that the Arab
world could not yet achieve a mechanism to
institutionalize women's participation increase in
politics and the Arab woman more than anything
have taken the diaspora condition. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and data
collection method is from library and most
prestigious global reports and Arabic and English
resources.
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Keywords: Arab World; Political System; Political Participation; Arab
Women; Diaspora; Tradition and Modernity
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IRANIAN WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS:
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, ACTUAL BARRIERS &

Abstract

~

To what extent
are political
rights for
women utterly
pronounced in
the Iranian
constitution?
What are the
actual barriers
that hinder
Iranian women’s
political
inclusion in the
country's
political
structures and

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS

Jaleh Hassaskhah'

Women's participation in political decision-
making process is both a global benchmark for
assessing degree of political rights granted to all
citizens in a country and a scale for predicting the
sustainability = of economic and  social
empowerment in that context. Such significance
persuades
constantly
ascertain that no one of their citizens, including
women, is either under- represented or excluded
from the political arena. To this end, this study
examines the extent to which political rights for
women is utterly pronounced in the Iranian

constitution, and then, in the light of those

most democratic countries to

review their current status to

constitutional acts that unequivocally support
women's political inclusion, explores the actual
barriers that hinder Iranian women’s political
inclusion in the country's political structures and
decision -making processes. It is hoped that on
the basis of lived experiences, we would get the

! Ph.D., Associate Professor of TEFL, ELT Department, University of Guilan
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decision -making due strategies and solutions that may affect
processes? policies and help successful future reforms in the
institutional design.

Keywords:  Political  Participation;  Constitution; Women's
Constitutional Rights; Barriers; Solutions
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EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

Abstract

~

Whether
international
human rights
law has taken
effective
measures for
equal guarantee
of women’s
rights? What
opportunities do
international
human rights
provide for the
promotion of the

ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Marzieh Hojaji*
Massimo Papa2

For centuries, women have struggled for their
rights to be recognized. It took long time to
recognize violence against women and gender-
based violence as a human rights concern. In
1948, Universal Declaration of Human Rights
clearly described the inalienable and inviolable
rights of all members of the human family. The
United Nations, as the most important
international organization, has played an
important role in recognizing and promoting
women's rights across the world in recent
decades. In this regard, several international and
regional documents have been adopted and
various international institutions and conferences
have been formed. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights commits nations to recognize
"equal respect for the dignity and rights of all
human beings, regardless of nationality, place of

! Ph.D Candidate in Right and Protection: Contemporary Experience, Comparison,
Roman Law System, TorVergata University, Rome, E-mail: mhojaji2000@gmail.com
2 Professor of Islamic Law and Islamic Countries, TorVergata University, Rome, E-
mail: massimo.papa@uniroma2.it
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status of
women?

residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, color,
religion, language or any other status. The
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against  Women, as the
international bill of rights for women, is one of
the key international agreements that guide the
work of UN Women in achieving gender equality
and empowering all women and girls.
The Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women regularly reviews
the process on elimination of discrimination
against women. At the regional levels treaties as:
the African (Banjul) Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights, the Charter of the Organization
of American States, The European Convention on
Human Rights, Arab Charter on Human Rights
and ..., especially in the field of women's rights,
the states are bound to international human
rights law and, in particular, to the women’s
human rights with the respect to the principle of
gender equality through the treaties they
ratified. This essay by examining human rights
instruments at the international and regional
levels, will argue whether international human
rights law have taken effective measures for
equal guarantee of women’s rights and explore
the opportunities of international human rights
to promote the status of women? The present
study uses a descriptive-analytical research
method and examines the performance of the
United Nations in the field of women's rights.
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OPPRESSIVE SOCIALIZATION AND WOMEN’S AUTONOMY

Abstract

~

Can a woman
who follows
traditional
gender norms
and lives a
conventional life
(by the
standards of the
community to
which she
belongs) be
autonomous?

1 Ph.D in

Philosophy,

Noemi Magnani1

In this paper, | will address the following
guestion: can a woman who follows traditional
gender norms and lives a conventional life (by
the standards of the community to which she
belongs) be autonomous? My hypothesis is that
she can, provided certain conditions, be in place.
Some philosophers have argued that an
individual is autonomous if she is capable of self-
reflection and her preferences and desires have
been developed in the absence of coercion and
manipulation. Others contend that desires
formed under the influence of oppressive
socialization cannot be regarded as autonomous,
and that a woman’s resulting attitudes run so
deep that even the knowledge of their origin is
not enough to undermine them. One problem
with the latter account is that it forces us to
make normatively substantive judgments about
women’s preferences and choices which may
clash with respecting women’s own judgment

and, ultimately, their (perceived) autonomy. This

Birbeck, University of London, E-mail:

nmagna0l@mail.bbk.ac.uk
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seems troubling, especially in a multicultural
world where adherence to cultural norms could
mean more than blind subservience. While
agreeing that there is a reason to worry about
oppressive socialization, | aim to defend a
procedural notion of autonomy that uses self-
reflection as its starting point. This notion of
autonomy is constitutively relational and consists
of four necessary components: minimal
rationality; ability to reflect freely on one’s
preferences and desires; availability of an
adequate range of  alternatives; and
answerability. | hope to show that, under the
right conditions, a woman who chooses a
traditional life can still exercise a degree of
autonomy — even if her choices do not coincide
with the ones defenders of substantive notions of
autonomy would want her to make. To reach this
conclusion, | will follow the theoretical method of
philosophical investigation, analyzing different
arguments and supporting my own conclusion
with reasoning and examples.

Keywords: Autonomy; Oppressive Socialization; Philosophy and
Gender; Cultural Norms
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ARAB POSTMODERN THINKERS AND THE CONCEPT OF
WOMEN'S POLITICAL ACTION AND PARTICIPATION

Abstract

~

What is the
general
viewpoint of
postmodern
Arab thinkers on
the issue of
women's
political action
and
participation?

Nafiseh Nikbakht®

The women's movement and their politico-social
role in Islamic societies substantially differ from
women'’s in the Western world. This
literally means that feminist concepts must go
beyond their Western framework and be
adapted to the context of Islamic nations. Such
an attitude seems to be more prevalent in
postmodern thought; because this method of
thinking makes it possible to deconstruct and

issues

evolve concepts. Deconstruction is also likely to
smooth the process of changing the
presumptions about Nass (textual proof) and
Sunnah (traditional practice) which are the main
sources in Islamic jurisprudence. Therefore, this
article seeks to investigate the general viewpoint
of postmodern Arab thinkers on the issue of
women's political action and participation. The
method used is to analyze the content, texts and
narrations of the Arab
postmodern thinkers in the field of women’s
rights.

late well-known
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Keywords: Islam; Women's Movement; Deconstruction; Nass;
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AN ANALYSIS OF APPROACHES APPLIED TO ADDRESS
THE SURGE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DURING

Abstract

~

Whether the
measures taken
during the
pandemic to
protect the
victims have
been viable
enough to
provide a
framework on
legal and social
basis?

THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC

Ana Yousefian®

Covid-19 provided a benchmark for various issues
both at international and national arenas, among
which “Domestic violence” against women was
profound and dreadful. As a result there came
various responses from many countries regarding
tackling this vital issue by the intervention of
national and governmental agencies and the
NGOs. This paper tries to assess different
approaches that were taken to mitigate this
secondary pandemic, by focusing on regions like
MENA, Latin that
experienced the highest rates. It is hypothesized
that most of the steps taken by different
governments were on a trial and error base and
in other words were ad hoc reactions to contain
this pre-existing challenge in different societies.
these approaches might lay the
groundwork  for the  development of

Europe, and America

However,

indispensable preventive measures in the future.

! Research fellow at the Institute for Middle East Strategic Studies, PhD candidate
of International Relations, Islamic Azad University, Tehran central branch
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On that account, this paper will examine the legal
and social capacities through which the root
causes of gender based violence might be
eradicated. In other words, the research question
is whether the measures taken during the
pandemic to protect the victims have been viable
enough to provide a framework on legal and
social basis. The research method is an analytical
one, considering the data collected via published
literature sources, documents and reports.

Keywords: Covid-19; Domestic Violence; Legal Capacity; Social
Capacity; Preventive Measures
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CAUSES OF THE FORMATION OF FEMINIST

Abstract

~

What could be
the causes and
roots of feminist
movements in
the West Asian
region?

MOVEMENTS IN WEST ASIA

MarjanYousefpour®
Ali Soltani’

According to Herbet Bloomer, a social scientist, a
social movement is an attempt to transform a
particular part of a society’s relations or to make
a big, unguided change in social relations with
the participation of many people. Based on this
definition, the activity of women in the last few
centuries can be called the women's movement.
With the industrialization of western societies,
we have witnessed great changes in the West,
which have become commonplace around the
world today. Until the late nineteenth century,
westerners were keen to move into a world
called modernization, but from the early
twentieth century onwards, other nations of the
world were invited to embrace western culture
and civilization. The feminist movement, as an
intellectual movement, had positive
consequences at the beginning of its formation.

! M.A of International relations, Islamic Azad University, Shahreza
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The goal of this organized movement is not just
the realization of women's social equality, but
feminism dreams of repelling all forms of
discrimination. One of the oldest and most
influential of these movements is the West Asian
Women's Movement, which has generally been
more dynamic and well-known since the
nineteenth century. In most parts of the West
Asia, the women's civil movement can be traced
back to the last century and in some parts of the
world it has been marked by significant gains,
although the fate of millions of women remains
bitter in West Asia. Although feminism in the
West is the product of needs such as equal rights
for men and women and equal political rights,
there are other reasons for the rise of feminism
in the West Asian region. The present study
emphasizing on lIran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia,
seeks to answer the question of what could be
the causes and roots of feminist movements in
the West Asian region? The research hypothesis
is based on the fact that the patriarchal system
governing the West Asian region, social historical
contexts such as colonialism, nationalism,
religions and modernization, are factors
impacting the formation of feminist movements
in these three regions. The approach of this
research is descriptive-analytical. The findings of
the study show that the roots of the women's
movement in Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia go
back to the constitutional revolution, the
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declaration of the Turkish secular republic and
the recent decades of political activities of Arab
leaders. In all three regions, however, with very
obvious differences, it is following a path of
freedom for women in West Asia.

Keywords: Feminist Movement; Feminism; West Asia; Iran; Saudi
Arabia; Turkey
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ISLAMIC FEMINISM; AN ONWARD
OPPORTUNITY TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN'S

Abstract

~

Why and how
the recurring
scientific and
interdisciplinary
discourses on
Islamic feminism
canopena
suitable path to
develop
women's rights
and ultimately
social
development in
Iran?

RIGHTS

Monireh Zahedi Galougahi®

Like other movements whose nature is the result
of dissatisfaction with their status, the reason for
the rise of feminism was nothing but the reaction
of women to institutionalized discrimination.
Islamic feminism, which derived from the desire
of Muslim egalitarian for gender

discrimination is the product of women's

women

historical absence in the field of interpretation
(as they say) and is a newly founded
phenomenon, arose in front of Islamic classical
jurisprudence and seeks its goals via dynamism of
Figh. Whereas analyses of this young knowledge
in scientific circles is highly essential to pave the
way for positive cooperation between Islam and
feminism with the aim of developing women's
rights in Islamic societies, this ideology has
alternatively been the target of attacks by
traditional

Islamists, political extremists, and

radical secularists. This article does not seek the

' Ph. D Candidate, Friedrich Alexander Universitit, Erlangen, Germany, E-mail:
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approval or the rejection of Islamic feminism,
rather in addition to render an analytical review,
this article critiques the neglect of scientific
discourses in this regard and seeks to answer the
qguestion of why and how the recurring scientific
and interdisciplinary discourses on Islamic
feminism can open a suitable path to develop
women's  rights and  ultimately  social
development in Iran.

Keywords: Discrimination; Figh; Islamic Feminism; Scientific
Discourses; Women'’s Rights Development
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