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<Abstract>

A Study on the Ethnic Identity of Russian-Korean Writers
- Focus on autobiographical novels by Anatoly Kim and Alexandr Khan

Inna Choi

This study set out to investigate the ethnic identity issues of Russian-Korean
writers by examining autobiographical novels and essays by Anatoly Kim and
Alexandr Khan, who were considered to represent the Russian-Korean literary
circles.

Most of the first generation Russian-Korean writers took interest in the lives of
early Korean migrants that moved to the Maritime Province in the Far East within
the Russian territory and settled down there, the history of harsh survival among
Koreans forced to move to Central Asia, and the first Korean villages in
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, embodying them into works. Unlike them, second and
third generation Korean writers that were born in the territory of the old Soviet
mainly created works on the topic of the past as part of the people's historical
memory and had contemplation over the fate or future development path of the
Korean society within the Russian territory in their works. They also analyzed the
literature of Koreans living in Soviet and estimated its future directions. Such
writers as Anatoly Kim and Alexandr Khan, in particular, discussed ethnic identity
issues in their autobiographical novels and essays, highlighting that the
Russian-Korean society had a very unique history not similar to that of any
Korean society in other nations.

Most Russian-Korean writers use Russian, which is their mother tongue, to
create and publish their works, but it does not pose an obstacle to their ongoing
status as writers rooted in Korean along their own path. It does not hinder the
way that they feel their ethnic identity in their subconsciousness even though they
have a specific feeling about it. In a different viewpoint, the combination of two
cultures, Korean(genetic) and Russian culture, allows them to have an open
attitude both to the West and the Orient and further enriches materials for their
literary creation by helping them compare different cultures and distinguish their
characteristics clearly.

In recent years, the number of Koreans living overseas continues to rise with
Korea taking more and more interest in the activities of overseas Korean society.
Emerging as very important topics following these developments are the issue of
spiritual and artistic value inheritance and that of ethnic identity among Koreans
living overseas. It is thus required to conduct total and profound research on
them.

_16_



Key words : Russian-Korean writers, Anatoly Kim, Alexandr Khan, autobiographical
novels, ‘My Past, ‘Invisible Island, ethnic identity

_17_



