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Russian Diplomatic Talents Training and Its Contribution to Sino-Russian
Relations: A Case Study of St Petersburg State University

St Petersburg State University Russia N. A. SAMOILOV

Abstract: The article is devoted to the study of the role of graduates of St Petersburg State University
played in the development of relations between Russia (USSR) and China from the second half of the 19th
century to the present day. Graduates of St Petersburg State University (primarily the faculty of oriental
studies) have held various important positions in the diplomatic missions of Russia in China, working
there as ambassadors, advisers, consuls, and translators, and have made a significant contribution to the
development of relations between two countries. They were always characterized by professionalism,
competence, good knowledge of China and fluency in the Chinese language, which led to the impeccable
performance of their diplomatic duties. Many of the graduates and teachers of St Petersburg State
University, even if they were not professional diplomats, had worked in positions related to Russian—
Chinese relations, contributing to the strengthening of diplomatic, economic and cultural ties between the
two countries.

Key words: St Petersburg State University; Faculty of Asian and African Studies; China; Russia; Sino—
Russian relations; diplomacy
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