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Lyudmila N. Bakayutova

PhD iп Cu.lture апdАrt,,
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Since my childhood I rеmеmЬеr postcards
frоm оthеr cities, the frопt раrt of which was
subdivided into small rесtапgulаr frames with
сitу views. The text "Greetings frоm the city
of..." was аrrапgеd diagonally. Sometimes the
text was printed in а beautiful decorative frаmе
in the сепtеr of the postcard and was arranged
diagonally in three lines. Тhеrе was по end to my
childish happiness.

Why was I so enchanted Ьу the postcards?
First of all, the чеrу thought that these postcards
wеrе carTied through а long distance (sometimes
very long) excitcd my imagination. Тhеrе were
names of unknown cities on postmarks, which
sounded rаthеr romantic. Later оп, when I got
acquainted with postcard collectors, I came to
know that mапу of them experienced similar
sensations.

Secondly, I rаrеlу came асrоss а postcard,

ý_rцg йiЯýg'rrlý"

"Grttss aus Di)rckhеiпl" Роstcard

п,еll-kп<lrr,п pers()ns... I r,r.as amirzed Ьу thc
fbLrntains of сuгiсllts shapc, the rrrins of ancictlt
cities апс1 stalactitc cal,es r.r,ith all thеir ltnsolгec]
mvsterics.

'Ihс чеаrs п,спt bv and I саmе to knolr
mоrе апс1 пlоrе abtlut postcards. I lеаrпеd that
mоdеrп illr_rstгated postcard lvith its beirutiГLr1
citv vicr.i.s el"olvcd fiоm а tradicional роstсаrtl
and rr,ith the flolr. of tirnc r,r.as enriclrcd rr irh
псп. pictorial rcfinements. I read manv rоtпапtit
stclries еЬоLrг the creaticln tlf Nlrrlready cclvcr ttl
1t].11 and about tlre first Auscrian Когrе.tРопrlеtt:-
Кагlе. Iпсоrроrаtiпg nc\\i ()Iпапlепts and fttnt:.
becorTing а lаЬоrаtоrч fоr trr,,iпg nerv tneth<lclb L,f

prirrting, the pclstcard acquired пеu, "facets" апt]

started ttl sрагklе like а diamond. Ancl it soorl
lэecamc а sepzlIate gепге alтiong smaller fоrrll,
сlf graplric arts and счеп "сhс Queen" of applie.i
gгерhiс arts.

which соuld not Ье
called attractive.
моrе often than
not thеу wеrе чеrу
beautiful and I
always wanted to
keep them апd
to look thrоugh
my collection
again and again...
I am not speaking
about the ama-
zing architectural
landmarks, which I
found on postcards.
Among them
wеrе palaces,
walls of fortresses,
monuments to

|ф,-.г
?-/.: t
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Тhе gепrе of а city view has accumulated
immense and various traditions. The artists
experimented frееlу with it, sometimes
сопfеrriпg mysterious аurа to the city and
sometimes placing emphasis on new industrial
sites (giving birth to ап industrial landscape).
some of the artists liked feasts and carnivals,
which always trапsfоrmеd the cities and this
love soon manifested itself in pictorial postcards.
Ноwечег, the publishers of postcards usually
chose traditional urЬап landscapes (cityscapes).

Optics was rapidly developing and the aItists,
engaged in postcard design, became fond of
veIsatile optical effects - three-dimensional
image (which had to Ье observed through special
glasses), multi-layer рареr stIucttlfe, which
imitated depth оr linear perspective, and methods
of printing, which created ап iliusion of чоlumе.
However, the traditional urЬап landscape still
stayed within-the frame of traditional laws of the
gепrе.

Тhеrе was always а tradition in Russia to send

роstсаrds with viervs of different places to friends
and relatives. Thc postcards wеrе inscribed with
texts, which started with the woTds: "I send mу
greetings to you frоm the city of..." The tradition
dates back to the nineteenth century.

When I was а child, I yet did not know the
names of two grеаt American publishers -
Nathaniel Сurriеr and James Ives, who rеflесtеd
in small-size 1ithographs the architectural
lапdmаrks of the United States and typical
American landscapes. The 1ithographs, published
Ьу the соmрапу "Currier & Ives", wеrе
predecessors of modern USA postcards with
viewsl. They produce а чеrу touching impression
due tо а certain primitivism (in the highly positive
meaning of this word). Such паiVе and touching
attitude to nature.

Тhе time flew Ьу and with the development
of photography the postcard publishers started to

use а сеrtаiп соmmеrсiаl trick - they decided to
make most оrdiпаrу city views rаthеr attractive
due to extensive use of decorative frames.
Inclusion of mythological personages into the
composition of postcaids - patti оr Poseidon (if
the corresponding city was located neal the sea oI

had any architectural landmarks associated with
the sea) contributed to commercial success of the
postcaTds.

The tradition did поt die during the Soviet
period. The Ministry of communication of the
USSR саrеfullу watched out that old views of
the cities should Ье combined with the images

of Soviet Teality: new manufacturing plants and
buildings of communist party Headquarters.
Sometimes such compositions wеrе а success,
it hаррепеd, fоr example, when thе postcaгds
were designed Ьу the intelligent graphic artists
pertaining tо the оldеr gепеrаtiоп and аЬlе to
draw а plant оr ап еlечаtоr (оr to retouch the

рhоtоgrарhs of these sites) in such а way as if
it wеrе а picture of ап ancient temple, not of
а manufacturing plant. The giants of Soviet
industry wеrе depicted in the technique of
wood and metal engraviпg, ро,iпtе sDche апd
linocut, which became чеIу fashionable after
World Wаr II... whilc decorative frаmеs wеrе
traditionally classic.

Тhе уеаrs passed and аrt рhоtоgrарhs of
memorial places (nowadays called "landscape

рhоtоgrарhу"), almost completely elbowed out
compositions executed in mixed media. At the
same time the majority of postcards became
соlоrеd. with the flow of time it became mоrе
and mоrе difficult to combine manufacturing
plants with classical monuments on а small
territory of the postcard. Since 1970-ies postcards
with polymorphous рiсturеs wеrе oriented at

traditional architectural lапdmагks. At the same
time а single polymorphous postcard was often
devoted еithеr to classical monuments оr to пеw
buildings.

When the fashion for rеtrо style came into
existence, cinema-goers and experienced
admirers of design novelties started to have
doubts. What is the rеаsоп to bring to оur modern
reality the details ofeveryday life оf 1920-ies and
1930-ies, rvhile these epochs passed long ago?

Do we need the colors, аrоmа and flачоr of these
historical periods, the aesthetics ofthe turп ofthe
twentieth сепturуl The philistines wеIе used to
thiцk that mоdеrп life should Ье "as modern as

possible" and all efforts to look back to 1920-ies
were doomed.

Ноu;еоеr, tйе postcards еmеrgеd, ойiсй carried
grееtiпgs frоm dffiгепt c,ities апd at the same lime
uлеrе оriепtеd at tlle оrпаmепts of tйе past. Тhе

сiаrосtеrs of поdеrп stylized postcards аrе феп
forgotteп socia/ types: gаllапt саrsаliеr, а tепdеr
lady of the 1И сепturу, а street peddler. Witй tйе

dеоеlоРплепt of еlесtrопiс соmmапiсаtiоп а саrriеr of
good пеrоs - а Роstлпап dressed iп а апфrm, rol/licll

is so dear to пу hеаrt also Ьесаmе а сhаrасtеr, а;fiiсй

almost comPlerely Ьеlопgs to tlе past. Ноrоеrsец tlle

postcards, iп aйiclt lle is depicted iп full со/оr, rеtаrп
us to rЙе РrеSепr days frоm tlle distапl pas|.

Л.Н.Бакаютова (Курош)
а/я 550

С.Петербурц
Почтамтская ул.,9
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СопstапtiпоРlе, shoe с/еапеr

Тйе д,епге of а greetittg t,аг(/ пl()sr оJfuп hесоtпе.r
.]п areLla fоr ехрегiпепrs jп sr.|,/izаtiоп. Grap/tic
rlе.siд,пеrs tепrl to c|,eate tl liпrl, rепr/еr апd со/офt/
а,оr/r/, oijr,/t i.г Р/еrl.гапtfоr,а пtr_lr./еrп lпrtп ottr/ rtr liс
.tlttпе tjme is deep/y rooterJ jп t/te сu/turе of liе Past.

L о о l i п g r/t rо а gi tй е ;Р о.t tса rr/.г .ft,о пt m1, сгl / / е с r i о п,
I Ьепltпе coпoiltced tйat .ttl,/izаriгlп r/oes поt iп rlпl,
оау r,iа//епgе lttоrlеrп gгаР/tiс rес/tпirluе.г. T/tis is
rаt/tеr а lпоttеr of сопrrаst: c/trttat:tets o.f tie ра-гt
апd o/r/ graцllit rесlпiqаеs t:reale fl/еrt.гапl -;еtt.гrlriопs
of lпееtiпg оitй йistогу, tо/tеп rlе\, are sl/acerl пеrlr
поdегп пtа.гtеt pieces o.f cotпptlter-ass jster/ grap/tit:
dеsigп апrl оl-соlпро.гitiоп.r iп fапrаsу st1,/e.

д//оtо tпе rо rеtпiпd tйе rearJer-abottt r/te "IIЪr/d
of Дrt"-grоаР of grap/tic rlesigпets, tсiо dir/ .го

пасi .fоr tйе rleee/oplпettt оJ'st_|,/izгttjоп iп Ru.гsiаtt

зlapiic ort. T'lis c/ah if aгtjst., st.lrterl to o1lerate
iп 1898. дt t/te .satile riпе t/te Ф|ог/.J fоlпOus аrtist.i
чп iоп "Viеппа Sесеs.riоп" саtпе iпtгl el-iste пr:е jп
I|jеппа. ]t tiltls поt |ly с/tапсе t/td riese too сirt/е.г
oJ' а rr i s rs чl е rс о rgrt п i z е rl р rа с ti са / /1, s i tп u / trt п е о t,t s h, :

t/te1, /1rr7 tпltсй jп соlлllп()п. Bor/t, rie mеп/леrs o.f
"Wог/d of :lrt"-group апrl rlе I'iеппа ,\er;essioпi.гl.t,

Paid tпuсl attctttioп to tпес/tапi.гlп.s o;f st1,lizrttiott.
l}Iоdеrп /ф orls o|l_гercerJ tйrочgl t/te Рri.гпt оJ'i|гП11,.

С о пs talltiп оР / е, роr te -faix

Sucl lпепttлеrs of t/te citT.Le .Js д. ВепOit, G. \iаг1,1,.-.
lll Dollouzlizsl1,, ý. Тсltеl/tопiп rtпrl ot/tets ar.iiet,,t.
grеOr su(т.,es-r iп fu/fi/liпg tlte.гe rrl.gls.

Rеt:iоiпg riе radirioпs of раiпtiпg апrl glap/tl
rlгt of past ePoc/ts a,rts rеf/еt.tеd itl t/te Ро.ttс,.tгt,:.
lоitlt t/le iпsr:гiРtiоп "Grееtiпgs .ftоtп...", оltit/t а,t,li_-

t/troug/t coп.tirlerrlb/e сйапgеs rtt t/te ttttlt o;f r/t,
2()'r t:спtttг\,, ,l uпiquе сопlliпаtiоп (lf ii-ttоrу ltltt;
tпоdеrп riltte.t oas hоrп.

,l'оr е:rrltпР/е, епgrасiпgs of |Ir, Hogat-t/t tttta
D. C/torJooiecli, 1логrrаits hl,F. I?,olotrle lttti
D. Leoibly llecrttпe раtrеrпs to fо//оо:fоr tie mеlrtllr,г.i
of "И?lг/r/ of ,|rt"-grоар. Suffice it ro /ool ar rlt
|lostcard.s rеРrоrluсiпд r/te roorls o.f К. Sопоъ^, rtпrl
ое s/ta// Ьеr,оtпе сопоiпсеr/ t/trlt t/te tпеtпЬеr.r tl.|

"IVоr/r/ оJ'Дrt"-grоаР aLrlпred ro rеъ^iсе rйе grtllrlttt
еросй (riе eig/tteeпt/t t,епtttrу), t() геtuгп П rйе еРосй of
гtt/еs oJ'good tтlпrluсr апrl rфпеd ae.ttietjc сlа//епgt,t.
Дпr/ t/te grоапdеrs of Viеппгt Sec.essioп Gasrrla К/iпl
rlпrl Кгl/r.lпtап llоsеr /itred дпr:jепt агr апd tйе агr
0f еаsrеrп r:очпrriеs. Дt t/te scttпe tjtпе t/te grаРliс
rlesigпers of tlis st;/tool IlеrJ Gегпlаtt апd Aush.j,tlt
art of r/te ,llirlclle Дgе.г. ,l// riese reпrlettt:ies tпrlпф.rrеrl
t/teпt.гe/e е.г iп t/te detorTttiL^e f/-апlеs of роsпаrds -.oit/t

t:'it1, 61r..r.
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iy"oo /еl a.l rепtrп to tпоr/еrп riпteS, LL,еп 0
superf/uotts t-et:ietl of t/te ргlstсаrr/,г .fеаrаriпg r/te

ъ-iеtl:s o.f Srtittt-Petersbarg rtпrl pu1llisied iп r,оппес| jоп

oitl r/te ЗOL)-лlеаr jubi/ee of tle ciry, trigд,еr tle t/tottд/tr

t/tat tйе пеtпhеr.r of "Wor/r/ o.f lгr"-grоаР dе.геrоеd

Ьеiпg пtепtiопеrl rJчriпд tlte r,е/еЬrаtirlп rlf tlе jubi/ee.
'l'/tеiг fопdпеss of rlесогсttiее паtчге o.f rlе Роsп:аrт/,

Р rоJ u s i о п oJ' о i gп е r fu s rl п d rJ е rо rrt ti о е JiTt пt e.t, ( tc l i сl
is ап obv^iou.t tепrlепсl,rоr/rlу) tпrtlеs us rеtтl//ссt

riе tпоiп Ргiпсi1l/еs of "Wог/d o.f .1rr" rte.гr/tttics

attd аtпопg, t/tепt опе, iJ поr йе mOst iпtРOгrdпt: tlе
рriпсiрlе of actioe iп|егrtсriоп r,,itl tie pasr. T/ti.,

"поп-оffiсiа/" /ао is ео/ir/ еееп toda.1, 71по1 
'tr,poslrrtrr/ r.l//есtr.lгs ссtппrlt /te/p поtiсiпg jr. T/te rеt:епr

i.г.гuеs r/e.-oter/ to Srtiпt-Реtеrshurg стllt.гrirчfu Ьоtй

tйе tпееtiпg toit/t t/te еigйrеепr/t-t,епtаг.у (]гr апd t/te

ехсttr.riоtt.г а/опд tlte раrаl/е/s апrl mеridirtпs o.f t/te

пiпеtееttr/t сепrаrу,.. lt t.ou/d поr Ье orlertoise, /tj.lt()rу,

rlпr/ tttгlderlt titпes аrе iпsеРаruЬ/е.

So, I rvas drr.clling оп stylization апсi rеtrо
stylc, ll.hiclr is associated ll.ith it.., Thesc
рhспоmепа quicklv rnanifёstec1 thcmselves in
postcard design, The lettering of the 1920-ies
inrmcdiatelv carried tlrc rссеil.,еr clf tl-rc postcard
to thc cpoch оl lazz (it Lrsuallv happerred, iГ the
city, frоп-r п,hiсh thc postcard was scnt Ьесеmе
famtius in the 1920-ies), rvhile refined lctters
of Art Nour,,ellu period invitcd to саrrу out ап
ir-rraginary journev to the period of Ье//е ipoqae (it

could hарреп, if а railway tеrmiпаl oI а musеum
in Art Nouvcau style was depicted оп а postcard;
it could also Ье an interior of thе artist's studio
related to this period оr а rocky landscape, one
of the rocks being decorated with а Ьrопzе bird
in symbolist style). The lettcring was of great
imроrtапсе fоr creating an effect of rеtrо style.

Alongside with lettering, the imitation of
black-and-white pictures also played an important
тоlе. 1960-ies and 1970-ies gave birth to а ýеа of
colored postcards and it could seem that humanity
should Ье glad to obtain this endless variety of
colors. However, rсtrо style offered sepia-colored
stylization, refined light-and-shade iпtеrрlау of
black-and-white рhоtоgrарhs, printed using соlоr
film, rvhich made the gradation of color mоrе
expressive; these challenging experiments wеrе
also appreciated Ьу the Ьuуеrs of postcards and
Ьу the соllесtоrs. In my collection thеrе are such
postcards, in which соlоr is intentionally omitted,
in оrdеr to create а unique effect of historical
аurа... And they аrе dear to my hеаrt no less than
the colored опеs.

I cannot help mentioning one mоrе чеrу
interesting component of postcards with the
text "Greetings from..." That is the image of the
postman. The news always excite the receiver of
the lеttеr, and the coming of postman is always
an important event. No wonder thаt the figure

Fiппish РоstmапRussiaп роsttпап
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of the postman depicted in such а way that it
almost сочеrs the епtirе surrounding cityscape,
арреаrеd on postcards. Curved moustache and
old-fashioned uniform were а rеаl invitation to past
times and I had а curious feeling that this wlzard,
with moustache Ыоught letters and telegrams
to my grandfather and my grandmother, and if I
look for them in mу family archives, I would Ье
able to unfold the yellow sheets and to rеаd the
text. I often have an unusual feeling that these
lеttеrs аrе sоmеwhеrе пеаrЬу and the ассurаtе
sheets with gold rims сап tell mo something пеw
about the history of mу family2.

This оr that gепrе of applied printed graphic
аrt often reflects social types, which аге Ьоrп Ьу
this epoch. Тhеrе wеrе times, when only kings
and queens wеrе depicted on postage stampý,
while stamps of the middle of the 20'Ь сепtulу
fеаturе Charles Chaplin and Yurу Gagarin.
Neither did the classic stamps 

"rr", Йrur"
objects of everyday life, while today whole sеriеs
аrе devoted to them.

The gепrе of postcards implying greetings
frоm different cities continues to develop. Rather
еаrlу this genle \Mas enriched with an image of а
mап with moustache holding а bag with letters.
Не was smiling in а friendly way, being аЫе to
please the rесеiчеrs of the postcard with good

ner,r.s. 'l'he trniform alr,r.ays fitced him реrfЪсtl..
and the citv vierv behinc1 his baclr attracted пlс
and cnchanted тr,ith c()nt()urs of Kremlins, Гiгс
to\\.ers, mаrkеt ror,r.s ancl simply thc ll,alls of thc
houses.

'l'heorcticians of inventive activitv sometitllc,
use srtch interesting tеrm: dynamization. Tlris i: .,

1-1ossibilitv to make tlre tlbject thrce-dirncnsion..
tlr movcable through moving the fоlсiе_:
colllp()ncnts оf thc object (r.r.ith greeting саrti,
sttch components аrе ЬепdаЫе р:rреr ctlrtlisse. .

ог to сгеаtе otl-rer kinctiC еffЪсts. ц.hiсh elerllT.
the object of the inr.,cntitln аьоче the frаmеs , :

trr.o-di mеп sional ity...
Nor.l. it is high time to оf'fсr the reader scllt.tc

clarifications aS to \\rhy rve пеесiесl this sr-rlr.
jtlurnev into hisrtlrч of innorrati<ln. At the Ьоuпсllrг.,
of 19'h and 20'h centurics the publishers startecl t
glrre postmen's bag to postcafcis rvith pictures , :

postmen. And thesc tr,lictrrres ц,еrе far fiom bei1-l.
flat. It lr,as tr,lclssible to ll,itlrdrar,l. а miniature Ьапс
frorn the postman's bag, this band consisting t,l
small vicrvs of the city. I Гirst sarT such postcar.1.
in mч childhood апd thcv cnchanted rne at ollc-
rr,ith thеiг ut,tusual Struсturе. Anc1 extracting .,

band fiom the дlоstmеп's bag causcd а геаl fee]in:
of jtlv rvith mе. Thc miniattrre bag rr,as usttallr
opened and closcci throrrgl-r е little mctirl clirsp,

,I 
_ _

clasp,
fоП1ll ] -

used ,

iпrсl .

seen: t

band
'1 

:

Ье t.

ореп,- 
_

dimc_
moclc
tyhic_-

dерг. _

dinlc.
b,v г} _

depl,
саrd.

IJ

rерri_ .

the ]
ru]е:
Izh|-

WaS

with _

wriгr.-
tS рс:, .

I
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Lаdу-роstmап 
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style of advertising such as an exhibition. And
there is опlу а short distance between а postcard
and an adveTtising саrd.

Traveling аrоuпd cities and соuпtriеs of the
world, Olga and Аlехапdеr Florensky sent letters
and postcaгds to thoir daughter. Each item, sent
Ьу them was decorated with original drawings.
These greetings frоm different cities of the planet
became rather interesting examples of avant-
gaTde аrt, which were sent Ьу mail. Characteristic
lettering reflecting the individuality of the
senders and highly oгiginal ways of denoting
the address of the sепdеr (fоr example, Olga
and Alexander photographed the inscriptions
with thе names of the streets, fоr instance,
written with chalk on the asphalt and these
photographs served as denotation of sender's
address) made these роstсаrds and envelopes
expressive examples of modern postcard аrt.
The Flоrепskу couple also executed drawings on
сочеrs and postcards, which are characterized Ьу
frее mаппеr of line drawing. The combination
of these challenging drawings and conventional
definitive stamps contributes to emphasizing the
idea, how чагiоus the design of а сочеr could Ье
and what romantic horizons could Ье delineated
Ьу the imagination of mail aгtist. ]ýо wonder
that the exhibition of these postcards and covers
executed Ьу Olga and Alexander Florensky in
the Сепtrаl Museum fоr communication, named
аftеr A.S. Popov since December 22, 2006 till
N4аrсh 1,2007, caused great interest3.

While talking about mоdеrп art, they often
mention collage as one of the symbols of
contempofary creativity and I would like to
say а few words about connections between
greeting cards with the gепrе of collage. In 1908
Pablo Picasso created а picture in oils, to the
surfасе of which pieces of рареr wеrе glued. It
seemed rаthеr strапgе to the contempofaries and
still the history of collage - combined wоrk of art,
dates back to this particular moment. А collage
picture is supposed to Ье glued frоm different
heterogeneous objects. Stamps became parts of
collages чеrу еаrlу.

However, even 'before Picasso, there wеrе
compositions created with the aid of letters cut
from the пеwsрареrs. Due to Arthur Сопап
Doyle, the readers of detective stories came to
know that the criminals, willing to hide their
identity actively, used newspaper lettering. Book
(чttlпсtt аltq ЬЕсаrпс intctcstcd iп this "stlle"

U

and used such curious type of lettering fоr
designing the сочеrs of detective stories. And
what is really interesting - the identity of these
artists is in mапу cases unknown to the рrеsепt
duy.

N4odeTn artists еаrlу felt that а collage of
newspapeI lеttеrs has а certain magic,
attractive fоrсе. Fоr example, the Swiss агtist
Кurt Schwitters experimented freely with the
pieces, roughly tоrп frоm пеwsрареr headings.
Не cut the wоrds into pieces and tried to put
them together in unusual combinations. It
happened once that he tоrе а newspaper heading
in such а way that only one syllable remained
frоm the Gеrmап word Kommerz ("соmmеrсе')
and this was the lеttеr combination "mefz". This
episode gave birth to the gепIе of art, which is
called "Merzbild" (mеrz-рiсturе) tо the рrеsспЕ
day. The aim of the Swiss collage artists was to
combine different fonts in one work of аrt, Ьut
it appeared that the words, consisting of letters
belonging to different types and styles, acquired
а certain mysterious meaning.

I опсе thought: gгееtiпg cards аrе also kind of
"N4erzbild". The publishers and postcard artists
аrrапgе а combination of city views оп а small
аrеа of а standardized postcard. This is а set of
cityscapes, out of which а small рапоrаmа should
Ье formed...

Опе could think that the potentiality of
this technique is not so high. Let the rеаdеr
decide, if it is pleasant to rесеiче а роstсагd
with the words glued frоm пеwsрареr letters Ьу
the evil-doers. Ноwечеr, let the rеаdеr think it
очеr. During thе 1960-ies, postcard designers
started to ехреrimепt freely with fonts апd the
.lettering became rаthеr uпusuаl. Тhе inscription
"GREETINGS FRОМ..." was composed of
lеttеrs of different height. No hint was made at
detective stories, simply thе чеrу epoch of аftеr-
war functionalism gave the artists, who lived in а
peaceful epoch, to сfеаtе the images of dancing
letters and words, flying in the sky. А greeting
саrd from this or that city was not саrгiеd Ьу
the postmen, but was literally delivered frоm
the skies. Ву the way, even Ьеfоrе the Russian
revolution (i.e., рriоr to 1917) it was traditional to
place the wоrd combination "Greetings from..."
оп а balloon or directly оп the clouds. It сопfеrrеd
ce{tain monu{nentalit1 to the lettet.
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Gruss aus Bad Driburg

Word combination "Greetings fгоm..."
reminds mе of the German wоrd combination
"Gruss aus". We find these words on Gеrmап
postcards of various times. It happened that the
GeTman роstсаrd collectors started to рrопоuпсе
them as опе word, which gave birth to the term
"Grussaus". This combination of letters looked
like а self-contaiцed and I thought that the
Russian words PRIVBT IZ (greetings frоm)
could also Ье written as опе single word and then
we would get PRIVET|Z with the stress оп the
last syllable. And since thеrе аrе suсh wоrds in
Russian, which have the ending "iz" (siurpriz

(sarprise), .vocaltz (rlocalize)), why should we not
invent the word "privetiz", which would exactly
hаче the gепrе of grееtiпg card frоm this оr that
city, which is so dеаr to mу hеаrt.

However, ечеп if the wоrd privetiz won't get
integrated into the Russian language (though
Grussaus already exists!), still thеrе аrе many
rаthеr interesting terms and notions in the world
postcard collecting. When I thumb through
rеfеrепсе books on collecting terminology, I
find such interesting terms as squeaker (postcard
producing sounds) and smеllеr (postcard with
аrоmа). New tеrms continue to арреаr.

t,
]i

Gruss aus Strassburg

,
,

,:a

,
'a
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The mоdеrп notion of mail art is rаthеr

dear to my heart and I'll explain why. The idea

of non-traditional decoration of postcards and

сочеrs gave birth to mапу new gепrеs and types
of greeting cards. Modern artists often send

letters to each other, glueing beads, coins оr ечеп

three-dimensional objects to the covers. In my
collection of postcards thеrе is а whole section,

which reflects modern tendencies of mail art.

The representatives of this trепd rаrеlу stick to
the classic pattern of а greeting card, the аrеа of
which is sub-divided into smaller townýcapes,
hоwечеr they сап beautifully rепdеr the spirit
of this оr that city, greetings from rvhich аrе

being sent... А masterpiece of the mail аrt of
1930-ies (and that is the реriоd when the чеrу
notion of mail art did not exist) Ьесаmе а leaf of
magnolia with а stamp attached to it. This leaf
was canceled as if it was а rеаl letter.

Recently the postcard collectors encountered
the new wave of fashion for greeting cards:

iBall lа

РоstlпапJi,оtп Ресhоrа (mаil art ълоrh фТаtiапа Lebedeva)

thousands of different motives are nowadays
on sale in Russia. It is not ечеrу gгeeting саrd
that I include with mу collection. Ноwечеr
the Christmas саrds, conceived as advertising
postcards, usually produce grеаt impression
upon me. How do they differ frоm ordinary
gleeting cards? They advertise some mаrkеtаЬlе
goods апd invite the receivers to the shops and
department stores. Santa (who is called F'ather

Frost in Russia) always produced а touching
impression on the опlооkеrs, and in the past
nobody ечеr asked - what was hidden in his bag.

It was а symbolic bag belonging to а mythological
сhаrасtеr and the rесеiчеr ofthe greeting саrd was

not supposed to ask, what was inside. Graceful
folded structures of the postman's bag became
obsolete, they wеrе supposed to Ье left in the
pre-revolutionary Russia, and the sack of Santa
did not imply а possibility to pull out а band with
smaller cityscapes...

The уеаrs went Ьу and with the development
of commcrcial advcrtising the image

of Santa on роstсаrсis changed:
he startcd to advertise paIticulaг
supermarkcts, shops zrnd ц,hсllе trасlе

nctrt orks as r,r.ell as rectlgnizable
Ыands. And the c()ntent tlf his blrg

ьссаmе rаthеr matcrial: сhс sack rt,ls

fillcd rl,ith particular objects, r,r,hich

Santa lTad ttl advertisc ecctirding tl,

the assignment оf the manttfactttrer,
Гаthеr Fгоst sent greetings fIol1l

\,Iosctlц. and Sаiпt-РсtегsЬurg.
invited the potential tluvers ttl bic
cities and ргопrisсd clisctlr.tnts.

Advcrtizing postcaId оftеп
contains а ;lrtlmise of а discclLrnt.

thеrеfоrе. the сопsumсr often seek.
а dеtасl-rаlэlе tag in thc "bcldv" l,i
the pclstcard (п,lrilc оftеп it lrallpen.
thас thc postcard as ir п,hоlе plar.
tl-re Гunctior-r оf such а tag). It's _,

pitr, thаt r"еrч fсu,сrll1ссtоrs аге

iпtеrеstеd in srrch decachable tjg.
and it is чсrч dilTicLrlt to reconstr[lt:
tlrc сhr,,поlоgr с,Г Jppcilr:lIli J

and e1,olution of postcards ri-iгi:

dctachablc tags and lо knorv, hсiп

the earlicst icems looked like. 'l'hc

r1,ord "discount" is rаthсr slrort ап.]

often thc artists аrrапgе the lеttеrill.
ctlmpositicln in srrch а rr,av chat thc
rr.tlrd "discount" is locatcd in rhc

сепtсr 0r at least in а noticelrbl;
placc.
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Опе of the rеаsопs for integration of
advertising and postcard design is that thе postal
advertising has accumulated quite а пumЬеr of
чеrу interesting techniques, which imply the
interplay between various features of stamps
and postcards. The publishers of advertising
materials use these techniques quite often.
In postcards announcing Christmas sales and
containing information on discounts, thеrе аrе
Sometimes such elements as imaginary imprinted
stamps with symbols of the department store оr
of the city, and often with the view of the city
before Christmas. The motives of реrfоrагiоп
and postmarking аrе made use of, as well as the
very cancellation ofthe postcard, as ifit had gone
through all postal рrосеdurеs.

Тhе рuЫishеrs of Russian Christmas
advertising postcards face а difficult task:
they сrеаtе something which печеr existed in
the Soviet Union. Items of graphic art, which
wеrе dedicated to New Yеаr celebration, wеrе
deprived of апу соmmеrсiаl implication. And
опlу during the last several уеаrs соmmеrсiаl
postcards developed а system of gепrеs, which is
now being further improved and elaborated.

The advertising postcards of recent уеаrs
аrе decorated Ьу various ornaments _made of
регfоrаtiоп holes, оfсоursе, not rеа1, but carefully
imitating the authentic rоw of holes, along which
а part ofthe postcard could Ье separated. In оthеr
wоrds, postcard designers imitated the process
of tearing the stamp frоm the stamp sheet,

franking the lеttеr and even che entire process
of postal communication. It арреаrеd that the
rituals of franking and dispatching the lеttеr wеrе
So attractive that the рuЫishеrs of advertising
postcards imitate them.

А mоdеrп advertising postcard is distinguished
through richess of fоrms and elaborateness of art
solutions. What does New.Year and Christmas
motive add to these forms and techniquesl

First of all, if Santa and the Snow Maid
invite the 

'ьuуеrs 
to the shop, it is difficult to

refuse. The роstсаrd designers combine their
images with traditional techniques of а New
Yеаr postcard - the image of lit windows against
the background of black sky, snow flakei and
winter storms, but the advertising nature of
postcard dictates its own laws: frее space is full
of addresses of the shops, lists of offered goods,
as well as figures characterizing the discounts.
It happens чеrу often that the profusion of
lettering elbows out the picture and hinders the
perception of the symbols.

А commercial Christmas poster often uses the
inventory of world humorous stories. Humoгclus
images арреаr, like fоr example сhаrасtеrs frоm
Disney animated cartoons, or funny сhаrасtеrs
from the Russian саrtооп film ''Smeshariki''.
Santa and Snow Maid аrе often drawn оr painted
in а humоrоus way.

No wопdеr that I started а special section of
mу collection devoted to New Yеаr advertising
cards with views of different cities.

Neu Yе аr gre е tiпg froп Le пiпgrаd
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As а museum director I get numerous postcards
and lettefs. However, upon coming home, I
get another set of postcards, which аrе often
distinguished Ьу gracefulness and rаrе beauty
of роlуgrарhiс execution. Тhеrе аге examples of
diffеrепt kinds and gепIеs of postcards. During
the years of collecting I faced the necessity to
classify fairly different items: postcards, оп which
the views of the cities wеrе arlangcd as bands,
as blades of the fan оr wеrе simply аrrапgеd

1ieely, as if throll.n out fIоm the postman's blg
l got greeting carcls, dectlreced u.ith clancill,_
letters, holographic pictrrres, еmЬrоiсlеrч, ап.l
er.en mosaics macle of stlme exotic m:rteIiali,
Collecting startcd to enchant me and I Ьеgаr:
to rеаd rеfёrепсс rvtirks оп рtlstсаrd collectilrч.
stamp collecting and design. N,Ianv books \\iеге sc

exciting that I rvas rrnable ro tear mvself frorn iг.

so cxciting \\ras the historv of postcardss.

" Rеп de z-t aus" Р о s tc ar d

"Fоr you" postcard
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ýржвжrъ жеъ меФнвы

Grееtiпgs froп Moscollэ. The photo ф the sепdеr is tipped iп iпside the zoiпdolllframe
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N4у mаiп task is to collect the viervs of the
cities, which аrе connected with my ancestors,
to see the origins of my family thrоugh the
images of the places, where my grапdраrепts
and great-grandparents lived. Ву norM I have а
miniature рапоrаmа of these places and traveling
through them with а postcard album, I learn
about my origins and feel myself to Ье not only а
mеmЬеr of my family, but also а member of the
community of all people on earth.

The generations came and went and the
image of the cities also underwent changeý. Some
views remained only on old postcards and the
wоrk of а collector is still mоrе valuable, because
due to talent and skills of collectors it becomes

possible to leconstruct the historical view of this
оr that city оr region.

While creating my collection, I am assisted
Ьу collectors frоm many cities of Russia. I am
deeply thankful to all my correspondents, frоm
rMhom I sometimes get beautiful and interesting
city views. It is difficult to describe mу emotional
state, when I get а new beautifril postcard frоm
the mail Ьох and see а postmark of the city,
which I печеr visited. This is а rеаI invitation tо
the world of the unknown. Му correspondents
аrе informed, with which cities the fato of mу
ancestors is associated and trу to scnd the views
of these раrtiсulаr places to mо.

II{l,шr!тýшкъ 0усанвву,

Kostrorпa, mопulпепt t0 IqJап Susапiп
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ll0-1*rсдье, Вgiъ ва яl иitкr.

Гiечll фКrопstаdt

Гiеzl of Каshiп

Vie.o фNizhпу Notgarod
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what I want to do as а соllесtоr is to
understand dеереr the origins of my family. Му
ancestols sent greetings one to another featuring
the views of different cities and today, analyzing
the postcards, which have been preserved I

suddenly understood that I сrеаtе а history of the
family in the form of greetings. This is а history
of mutual kindness, radiated Ьу реорlе, whо
would like to give joy one to anothef. То give joy
* isn't it а wondrous talent? And let people печеr
discard this wonder.
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RЁSUМЁ - SUMMARY
Lyadmila Ваkауаtочла

Uauteur, directrice du N4usбe Сепtrаl de Communications A.S. Popov de Saint РбtеrsЬоurg, nous
montre de nombreux бchantillons de sa collection реrsоппеllе de cartes postales. Еп plus de

l'iпtбrёt philatбlique, l'епsеmЬlе rеsрirе la nostalgie et le romantisme.

The аuthоr, dirесtоr of the of the A.S. Popov Central N4useum of Communications iп
St РеtеrsЬurg, shows us пumеIоus pieces from hеr own personal collection of postcards. Besides
their philatelic interest, these items evoke the nostalgia and rоmапсе of bygone еrаs.
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