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From the snail to the duck and back:
Notocotylidae (Digenea) in the northern seas

Gonchar A.G.1, Galaktionov K.V.1,2

1 St Petersburg State University, Universitetskaya nab., 7/9, St. Petersburg, 199034, Russia;
anya.gonchar@gmail.com

2 Zoological Institute, Universitetskaya nab., 1, St. Petersburg, 199034, Russia

We have applied an integrative approach com-
bining morphological, experimental and molecular 
research to study diversity and transmission path-
ways of Notocotylidae (Digenea: Plagiorchiida: 
Pronocephalata) mostly in the White and Barents 
Seas. Among the main results are first report of 
Notocotylus atlanticus from the Old World; eluci-
dation of life cycle and phylogeographic features 

for Tristriata anatis; distinguishing two Para-
monostomum species in Ecrobia ventrosa; and 
finding evidence supporting existence of “marine 
species” of Catatropis verrucosa. These results 
form a framework necessary for further research 
of these trematodes in the coastal ecosystems of 
northern seas.


