
ibidemibidem

SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET POLITICS AND SOCIETY
Edited by Dr. Andreas Umland

Alexander Sergunin

Explaining Russian  
Foreign Policy Behavior
Theory and Practice

This book aims to explain the reasons behind Russia’s international 
conduct in the post-Soviet era, examining threat perceptions and na-
tional security doctrines. Serguning analyzes Russian foreign policy 
discourse with a particular focus on the major foreign policy schools 
of Atlanticism, Eurasianism, derzhavniki, realpolitik, geopolitics, neo-
Marxism, radical nationalism, and post-positivism. 
The author critically assesses the evolution of Russian foreign policy 
decision-making over the last 25 years and analyzes the roles of vari-
ous governmental agencies, interest groups and subnational actors. 
Concluding that a foreign policy consensus is gradually emerging in 
contemporary Russia, Sergunin demonstrates that Russian foreign 
policy discourse aims not only at the formulation of an international 
strategy but also the search for a new national identity. 
Sergunin argues that Russia’s current domestic situation, defined by 
numerous socio-economic, inter-ethnic, demographic, environmental, 
and other problems, dictates the need to abandon superpower ambi-
tions and to set modest foreign policy goals.

“Recommended for everyone who wishes to understand Russia’s for-
eign policy thinking and making. Offers paradoxical but—at the same 
time—convincing explanations of dramatic changes in Russia’s for-
eign policy. ‘Translating’ Russian foreign policy discourse to the West-
ern ‘political language’.” 

Prof. Natalya Gronskaya, Higher School of Economics, Nizhny Novgorod Campus

“This book offers an interesting combination of general theoretical dis-
course and factual content. What makes the book unique in its ap-
proach is that it offers the opportunity to understand Russia’s foreign 
policy behavior and its position in the contemporary international rela-
tions system by applying innovative theories and concepts. The book 
is also notable in that it provides a deep analysis of Russian foreign 
policy, indicating the economic, socio-political, and intellectual/cultural 
reasons behind it, as well as the historical context.”

Prof. Alexander Kubyshkin, St. Petersburg State University

The author:
Alexander Sergunin is Professor of International Relations at the  
St. Petersburg State University and Higher School of Economics, Rus-
sia.
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