


Bhabanagara, the international journal of Bengal Studies, is a peer-
reviewed journal published twice a year by the Bhabanagara Foundation.
The journal publishes original articles in the field of Bengal Studies, as
broadly defined. The views expressed are of the authors, not necessarily
those of the Foundation or its officials. The editor is the communication
channel and receives and finalizes the Articles. Books and audio
recordings for review and citations for current publications should also
be sent to the appropriate editor or bibliographer.

The vision of Bhabanagara is to create a long-term coordination
between research initiatives in the field of Bengal Studies in the
international arena. Scholars from many countries in Europe, America,
Australia, Africa and Asia have for decades worked on Bengal Studies
focusing on the rich and widely popular intangible cultural heritage of
Bangladesh, West Bengal of India and Bangla language. But now a need
is felt to incorporate these disconnected ventures into a mainstream
confluence of international Bengal Studies.

This publication will articulate the achievements, characteristics
and historical chronology of Bengal Studies, which will hopefully be
stimulating the researchers of the subsequent generations and provide
them with effective directions for future research. This process will
also re-invigorate interpersonal relations among the faculties in the
universities across Europe, North and South America, and Asia where
Bangla, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Urdu and Hindi languages and
literatures — both oral and written — are the research disciplines as a
subset of Asian languages and literature. The potential for greater inter-
connectedness greatly encourages us as we shape Bhabanagara into an
effective international tool of Bengal Studies.



Vabnagar Foundation

Vabnagar Foundation is a cultural organization, registered with the
government of Bangladesh, dedicating to promote research in Bangla
literature, language and culture both locally and globally. The Foundation in
August 2015, September 2014 and December 2013 organized symposiums
on ethnomusicology and performance studies at EMK Center, American
Embassy, Dhaka, with wide participation of the scholars from Bangladesh,
India, Japan and the United States. Some of the key initiatives were:
1. Workshop on the Implementation of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and field work across villages
in the district of Manikganj on 19 July 2013; 2. Musical dance performance
of “Bishad-Jaari”, based on classic Bengali novel Bishad-Sindhu at the Hay
Festival of Literature & the Arts Ltd in Dhaka on 14 November 2013; 3.
Arrange a special exhibition with the associate organization VIAAN on the
theme of “ The dream’s Wear: Influenced by folk painting and song” at La
Galerie, Alliance Francaise, Dhaka, on May 2013; 4. Sadhu Paribarer Gaan
(The Songs of Sadhu Family) songs of devotees arranged with two Sadhu
families using traditional musical instruments without electronic sound
systems. Sadhu family’s singers presented original Baul songs in traditional
manner in the event on 30 September 2011.

Vabnagar has been ceaselessly working for revival of Charya songs,
in easy contemporary Bangla language using traditional tunes supported
by indigenous musical instruments that the Baul-Sufi practitioners of
marginalized economic backgrounds are performing. In this project, there
is equal participation of women Bauls-Sufi Sadhakas. Vabnagar Foundation
organizes cultural tourism often, as an example, in 2015, Vabnagar
organized Charyasongs at the ancient Buddhist heritage known as Sompur
Mahavihara (Paharpur Buddhist Vihara), for the teachers and students of
the Hiroshima University.

From 2014, Every week on Wednesday the young group of Bhabanagara,
called Sadhusongo organize a performance and discussion circle for practicing
and safeguarding of the intangible the cultural heritage (ICH) and revival of
the Charya Songs, the ancient testimony of Bangla language, literature and
culture. The young group of the sadhusongo every month travel rural areas
and arrange workshop on ICH.
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TEXTES POUR L'ETUDE DU BOUDDHISME TARDIF

LES
CHANTS MYSTIQUES
de KANHA et de SARAHA

LES DOHA-KOSA

(en: apabhramsa, avec les versions tibétaines)

LES CARYA
(en vieux-bengali)

Diplomé de V'lns
Mallre de Conférences & I'Un

NCANAZT IRA

Translation of Charyapada and Dohakosa:
Muhammad Shahidullah, Per Kvarne
and Recent Traditions

Makoto Kitada



Abstract

This Article explores the translation of Charyapada and Dohakosa by
Muhammad Shahidullah and Per Kvarne, focusing on linguistic and
cultural significance. Dr. Makoto Kitada of Osaka University discusses
the monumental contribution of Shahidullah’s French book Les Chants
Mystigues de Kanba et de Saraba (1928), which is a pivotal work for linguists
studying New Indo-Aryan languages. Shahidullah’s translation and
analysis of Charyapada and Dohakosa, with a particular focus on the
mystic poets Kanha and Saraha, provide an insightful understanding of
the development of Bengali and other regional languages.

The Article emphasizes the symbolic and esoteric language of
Charyapada and Dohakosa, referred to as “sandhya-bhasha,” a mystical
expression that conveys tantric meanings through simple, everyday
words. This tradition is still reflected in modern Bengali folk songs,
especially among Bauls and Fakirs. Kitada examines how Shahidullah
utilized Tibetan Buddhist texts for his research, drawing parallels with
later scholars like Per Kvzerne, who followed similar methodologies.

In comparing Shahidullah and Kvarne’s translations, the author
highlights the strengths and weaknesses of their interpretations,
particulatly in connecting Charyapada to Bengali proverbs and folk
traditions. The study also presents new findings from Kitada’s fieldwork
in Nepal, revealing the continued performance of tantric Buddhist songs
known as “Caryagiti” by Vajrayana priests in Kathmandu. The analysis of
these practices contributes to a deeper understanding of the historical
and cultural continuity of these esoteric traditions.
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1V (= texte 39)

(1) Dans le réve méme, & mon esprit, tu as le défaut de I'igno-

(2)

(3)

(4)

®)

rance. Dans le monastére de la parole du maitre, comment
resles-tu un méchant?

Quelle merveille! tu as compris grice au maitre révéré que le
ciel est la production de him. Tu as pris ta femme au Ben-
gale et tes connaissances ont fui ailleurs.

Oh! I'illusion de l’existence est merveilleuse! Elle parait le
non-moi et le moi! Dans ce monde qui est comme une bulle
d’eau, le moi est la vacuilé qui est 1I'Inné.

Alors que l’ambroisie existe, tu avales le poison! O cceur
asservil oublie-toi toi-méme. Chez toi et dehors, oh! qu’as-tu
compris? Je mangerai tout méchant.

Saraha dit: « Plutét une étable vide, qu'un beeuf méchan:.
Oh| & moi seul, ayant détruit le monde, je vais & ma guise. »

MR P FFIRIS Y27 M&FINZ-T Les Chants Mystiques de Kanha et de
Saraha TEF &3 W T KOSl
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Some Remarks on the Reflection of the
Other in the novel of Pather dabi by Sarat
Chandra Chattopadhyay

Eva Lekareva



Abstract

The end of the 18th till the beginning of the 20th centuries are marked
in the history of Bengali thought by the emergence of processes
of reinterpreting the national spiritual heritage, prompted by active
interaction primarily with Western culture, values, and institutions. An
important component of this process was the formation of certain
perceptions of the Other, through dialogue with whom it became
possible to achieve a more sensitive understanding of the Oneself and
One’s own identity. As a result, the foundations of national, cultural,
and spiritual identities were revealed, which was particularly important
in the context of the rise and development of the Indian national
liberation movement at that time. This article attempts to identify
some peculiarities of the formation, reflection, and main features of
the image of the Other in the artistic dimension of the novel Pather
dabi by the renowned Bengali writer Sharatchandra Chattopadhyay,
in which it, although not expressed explicitly, plays a key role in the
development of the narrative, setting the direction for the ideological
searches of the main characters and updating the problem of their
self-determination in a difficult political, social and cultural situation.
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Analysis of Character Creation Techniques in
Humayun Ahmed’s Short Stories:
The unfortunate common man as an example

Lu Menggqi



Abstract

Humayun Ahmed is one of the mostinfluential Bengali writers in modern
times. His works are not only famous for their magical realism, but also
widely loved for their outstanding character creation. The unfortunate
ordinary people is a representative character image in Humayun’s short
stories. Humayun is good at describing characters from language,
psychology, action and other aspects, and making a comprehensive
description of the characters, and deeply analyzing the characters’
humanity, petsonality, psychology, fate, etc. He is good at using plain
tone and plain narrative rhythm to outline the tragic tone of the story.
This contrast in form, content and emotion leaves a deep impression
on readers and produces a shocking “empathy” effect. Based on the
text analysis of Humayun’s short stories, this paper selects “unfortunate
ordinary people” as representative classic characters in Humayun’s short
stories, tries to summarize the characteristics of the characters, and
preliminarily explores his character creation techniques.
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ETHNOMUSICOLOGY

A Very Short Introduction
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Tanslation from English
Ethnomusicology: A Very Short Introduction
Chapter 7 : Writing Music History
Timothy Rice
Translated by Nurunnabi Shato



Abstract

The 7™ chapter of Ethnomusicology A very short introduction written
by Timothy Rice, published by Oxford University Press in 2014 discovers
the intersection of ethnomusicology and music history, highlighting
the methods and approaches employed by scholars to investigate
musical traditions across different temporal and cultural contexts.
It emphasizes the fluidity between historiography and ethnography,
illustrating how ethnomusicologists draw from various sources including
original manuscripts, recordings, and fieldwork to reconstruct music
histories. Through case studies focusing on ancient Chinese and Arabic
musical traditions, the essay demonstrates the nuanced approach of
ethnomusicologists in interpreting historical sources while incorporating
contemporary perspectives. It discusses the negotiation between
tradition and innovation, revealing how musical practices reflect
broader socio-political dynamics. Furthermore, the essay delves into the
concept of “modern music history” within the framework of “historical
> emphasizing the significance of understanding
musical evolution within the ethnographic present. It examines instances
of cultural contact, migration, and globalization, exploring how these

ethnomusicology,

factors influence musical transformation and adaptation. The essay
also addresses the impact of institutionalization and modernization
on traditional music, showcasing examples from diverse regions such
as the Middle East and Eastern Europe. It reflects on the challenges
posed by cultural change and the potential loss of traditional musical
forms amidst rapid societal shifts. Ultimately, the essay underscores
the interdisciplinary nature of ethnomusicology, which encompasses
historical inquiry, cultural analysis, and sociopolitical interpretation. It
argues for the relevance of ethnomusicology as a dynamic field that
lluminates the complex interplay between music, history, and society.
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Abstract

Chapter 11: Set against the backdrop of growing political unrest in the end of
1960s Bangladesh (the then East Pakistan), the chapter 11 of the Rooftgp Soldier
unfolds in a vibrant student-led protest at Victoria Park, Dhaka. Amid chants
and speeches calling for justice and autonomy, a range of characters, including
student leaders, intellectuals, and ordinary citizens, grapple with the complex
socio-political situation. The narrator of the story emphasizes the exploitation
of Bengal by West Pakistan, highlighting issues like economic inequality, political
oppression, and the denial of rights to the Bengali people. The course of story
reflects the protagonist’s, Anwar’s, internal conflict deepens. His struggle to
balance personal safety with a desire for meaningful change mirrors the broader
societal crisis. The description of the meeting intensifies as slogans echo, and
tensions rise between different groups, who are opposing for leadership in the
movement. At the heart of the protest is Mokbul Hossein, a grieving father
whose son was killed by police gunfire during a recent demonstration. His raw,
emotional address becomes a pivotal moment, stirring empathy from the crowd
but also causing a brief disruption led by the unconventional person Khijir, who
attempts to restore order with humor. The story interweaves personal struggles,
political tension, and collective anger, encapsulating the broader struggle for
freedom and identity in a unrestrained time.

Chapter 12: The narrative delves into the complex psychological landscape of
Osman, a character who is deeply enmeshed in both his memories and current
relationships. Through the lens of Osman’s tutoring of Ranu, a young gitl
struggling with mathematics, we witness a dynamic tension between personal
desires, societal expectations, and past traumas. Osman oscillates between flashes
of attraction toward Ranu, fatigue, and moments of introspection about his own
health issues, notably a recurring stomach pain that serves as a metaphor for his
internal conflicts. The narrative seamlessly weaves in Osman’s memoties of his
father, Ibrahim Sheikh, whose rigid and authoritarian nature shaped Osman’s
formative experiences, and his interactions with individuals like Deepchand,
a tragic figure whose death left a lasting impact on Osman. This multilayered
portrayal underscores the protagonist’s struggles in reconciling his inner
emotions with the external pressures around him, creating a tapestry of human
complexity that reflects broader themes of societal power dynamics, personal
integtity, and the long shadows cast by memory and past relationships.



Chapter 11

As they talk and as they shout slogans they are moving forward; from
inside the park comes the sound of a speech. As they move further
along the words become clear, “Brothers of mine, for twenty-three years
West Pakistan has gorged itself, become fat on the riches of golden
Bengal. Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad have been built on the oppression
of Bengal. They are digging ditches in the deserts of West Pakistan
now, planting crops, Whose money is it that pays for all that? They do
not solve our flooding problems. Our farmers do not get a fair price
for their jute; our student community in Bengal is forced to purchase
readymade paper at a higher price, by being Bengali we are deprived of
good government jobs. Our leader has to go to prison just for talking
about obtaining our rights, by slapping a fake conspiracy case on him
Ayub Khan tries to stick him in a trap to finish him for good. Brothers
of mine, we bled in fifty-two, bled in sixty-two, sixty-nine commences
in bloodshed. Brothers of mine...”

Victoria Patk is full of people. There are so many people on the
massive dais of the Shaheed Minar, and most of them are leaders or
members of different student organizations. All around the dais, on the
stairs too, the boys atre seated, in some of their hands are bamboo mats
with posters plastered on them. The people are overflowing the railing
on the side, standing on the footpath next to the wall or as they walk they
are listening to the speech. From the eastern gate the fushka and ghughni
sellers had to move down to the other end to the Islamiya College gate.
From here to the taxi stand in the opposite direction there are 3 trucks,
in the trucks are police forces with their rifles at the ready. The winter
afternoon has swept across the park, the dome of the Shaheed Minar
flashes a rose-tinted smile in the late-afternoon light. On the mike now
there’s a different voice, “The imperialist powers in Pakistan, through
their boot-licking agent Ayub Khan and his disciples, continue to oppress
the people of this land. The common people of this land have no rice
in their bellies, no clothes on their backs. Yet, with the money earned
by the labor of the proletariat, some people, each day, build mountains
of wealth. Calling it a loan or aid the imperialist lapdog Ayub Khan
has mortgaged this country and the people of this country to a foreign
ruler. Today, everywhere in the wortld, in Asia, Africa, Latin America
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the proletariat have awakened; the imperialist agents and brokers’ day is
coming to an end; farmers, workers, laboring folks today...”

Putting on a grave look tempered by a light smile Alauddin climbs the
stairs. A young guy comes over and says respectfully, “Altaf-brother, come
on up.” Altaf shakes his head, “This is the students’ »zeting, we have come to
listen.”

Behind Alauddin Miah, Khijir also climbs the stairs. But before reaching
the dais he sits down on the stairs on one of the upper steps. Behind Khijir
Ali was Mokbul Hossein. As Khijir sat down the man stood next to him.
Alauddin calls over one of the organizers and moving his mouth close to
his ear says something to him, and then that organizer stands up next to
the young guy giving the speech. The guy says, “Brothers of mine, I will
say only one more thing before I take my leave from you. I want to say
only this, that merely by changing the government our pain and suffering
will not end. The imperialists do not want us to be free from the moth-
eaten feudalist and capitalist system in our society. That is why they use their
various agents of different stripes...” his speech can no longer be heard, a
throng below the dais begins to shout slogans, “rise, rise”--"Bengali rise.”
“Pindi', or Dhaka?”--"Dhaka, Dhaka.” “Agartala Conspiracy”’--"No to
that, no to that.”

In the meantime another young guy came up and stood next to
the mike. Beside him was Alauddin Miah standing with his hand on
Ronju’s father’s back. On the mike could be heard, “Brothers of mine,
please take your seats, take your seats! Today present in our midst is the
distinguished brother shabeed’s distinguished father. You all know...”; here
the speaker gets very agitated and begins speaking far too rapidly; at the
same time the mike starts making a wailing sound such that none of
what he says can be understood. One time this can be heard, “We know,
we know, we know...”’, he doesn’t get a chance to say what is the thing
that he knows, another person comes over, occupies the mike and says,
“Now the father of shaheed Abu Taleb, a young employee at WAPDA?
killed by police gunfire last December 8th, would like to say something
to you all.” Before he even finishes speaking a slogan rises from a throng
under the palm tree at the southern gate, “Imperial agents”--"Beware,
beware!” “Workers of the world”’--"Be as onel!”, “Some will eat, some
will not”--"No to that, no to that!”, “The landlord’s seat”--"Light it up,
all together.” “The mill owner’s seat”--"Light it up, all together.”

All these slogans carry on, then again from that same throng a few
people with their faces turned southward shout the slogan, “Bengali
workers”--"Be as one,” “Six Points, Six Points”--’Must accept, must
accept,” “Agartala conspiracy”’--"No to that, no to that,” “Sheikh Mujib,
Sheikh Mujib”--"Must be freed, must be freed.”

The manner in which the two throngs were screaming was such that it
seemed like they were hurling slogans back and forth at one another. Most of

1 Short for Rawalpindi, an important city with large military bases in Punjab,
West Pakistan.
2 Water and Power Development Authority
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the listeners were answering the slogans coming from both directions. But seeing
that the slogans weren’t going to stop, the people began to look back and forth.
Some people attempted to go over the railing. Khijir stood up, mounted the
stage and from there tried to take a good look over the entire park. On stage
all the people were educated. Most of them were university or college students;
from good families at least, that’s for certain. But even when he stood up among
them nobody noticed him, with the slogans and counter-slogans flying back and
forth, everyone was wortied about what the meeting might turn into. Alauddin
was dumbfounded too! His experience goes way back, he knows how all these
things do not stay limited only to the trading of barbs. Who knows what kind of
unity has been established among the students? Can’t these perpetual law student
leaders studying at university year after year figure out anything? What bastard
knows when an activists weapon stops being his mouth and starts being his
hand? Thats why Alauddin gave a little wink at Khijir so that he would stand
crossways a little in front of him. But just look at how brilliant this hick is! What
did this guy understand from his signal? He goes ahead and grabs the mike stand
with his hand. In his raspy voice Khijir starts squawking, “Brothers of mine,
brothers of mine, why ya’all just fittin’ £ make a racket? Can’t ya shut the hell up
and listen’ t’ the meetin’? Ya'll came down t'gether five, ten at a time; if ya’all just
make a racket, all we'll hear is ya'll brayir, the wotk’ll be yur own waggery is all’
Work together, don’ go on brayin’ now: Y2'll caus'd enough damn trouble idn’t
it* Now; for Allah’s sake, it’s time t’ give ya’ll mouths a rest!” Because of Khijir
Ali’s gaunt, tall body, his sunken cheeks, pocked face, dark full lips, or because
of his thick, local accent bursts of laughter broke out among the listeners. Even
Alauddin laughed as he put his hand on his back and said, “Enough, ‘at’s it!” The
people are laughing like crazy. Those who knew him were of course laughing;
they know that if Skin ‘n Bones Khijir gets whift of a disturbance or a throng,
he’ll show up to instigate. Most of the listeners however didn’t know him; they’re
laughing even harder. Mokbul Hossein is now in front of the mike. But the
people were sniping and making faces amongst themselves about Khijir’s style
of pronunciation, Where were they going to have the time to pay attention to
Mokbul Hussein? Anwar and Altaf were stiffly set in their slogans and countet-
slogans trying not to look at one another. When they saw Khijir’s antics they
loosened up, began laughing hard amongst themselves. Ceasing their shouting of
slogans, without even knowing it the boys yielded to Khijir’s invitation. Because
the joking, jesting and mockery directed at Khijir was an undifferentiated reaction,
the bitterness of the boys from different throngs towards one another ceased.
With a big smile spread across his face Alauddin Miah announced, “The martyr
Abu Taleb’s father, Mr. Mokbul Hosen shabeb will now say a few words to you
all”” The listeners more or less fell silent and stared up at the stage.

But Mokbul Hossein runs his tongue along his lips, again and
again he does this. After saying “I” he swallows and again he begins the
important work of running his tongue back and forth along his lips.
From behind him a young student leader says, “Go on, say it, say it!”
This voice is very clear on the mike, “Say, Ayub-Monem’s unrestrained
police force mercilessly killed my son.” Even though these words were

3 I’m not sure of the translation on this last clause, not sure of the sense of kelata
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said quietly they could be heard on the mike. This time there is a terrific
silence among the listeners. Mokbul Hossein’s lips are shaking. The boy
from behind says again, “Say it, say it.” Mokbul Hossein quietly says,
“My son, Abu Taleb, my elder son Mohammad Abu Taleb on the 8th
of last month at the Neelkhet intersection in front of New Market, in
police gunfire...”

The young student leader prompts him, “Say, from the procession...”

Mokbul Hossein mumbles, “...died from the procession.”

The student leader again prompts him, “Say, my one son has died,
but today, to countless other boys like my boy, the dictator Ayub, in order
to displace them...”

But in Mokbul Hossein’s thick voice what comes out is, “My one
son has died, but a have another son. What if T am not able to save him?
How can I save ‘em, how can I?” Because he started crying his words
completely sank. He doesn’t put his hand to his eyes, or wipe his nose. A
thin stream of water drips from his nose and eyes. The gathered crowd
listens in utter silence to the sound of his crying. Khijir, standing next to
Mokbul Hossein says, “Say it, the mohajon he done disrespect’d yal Go
on now, say it, go on ‘n say it! What’cha cryin’ fur, thenr”

Alauddin lightly rests his hand on Mokbul Hossein’s shoulder. The
guy leans over a little. Then he buries his face in Alauddin’s shoulder and
loudly starts weeping;

Khijir is quite upset. His lips start shaking so uncontrollably that one
might fear that they would fall right off his face. From those unsteady
lips this comes out,” What’cha cryin’ fur? Ya couldn’t say dem words, is
it? Go on ‘n say it! What’cha f’raid of? Look at how many o’ us there is.
What’s all t’is cryin’ ‘bout? Go on now say it, how the mohajon he call’d
ya over and disrspected ya. Go on ‘n say it!”

The people on stage and on the stairs along with the entire audience
sat in stunned silence listening to Mokbul Hossein’s weeping heard
through the mic with evident sympathy for his grief at his son’s death.
Because all of Khijir’s animated entreaties were caught by the mic,
Mokbul Hossein’s weeping kept getting interrupted. People’s tempers
flaired, one guy says, “Oof!”, another one says, “Idiot!” In this second
guy’s tone of voice there is a little bit of the annoyance of an adult
woken by the racket a child makes, “The &utis* got no kommon sensel”

Alauddin is quite overcome when Mokbul Hossein rests his head
on his chest. Now all the listeners’ eyes are on him. Embracing him,
wrapping his arms nearly all the way around his body, and in a voice
laden with gratitude Alauddin growls, “Brothers of mine, try to harden
yurselves a bit.” Pausing slightly, he says, “Harden up, don’t fear none,
I can handle Rohmotulla sordar meself!”

Once the meeting is over there are no rickshaws to be found.
Osman and Anwar had to walk all the way to the turn at Roththola.
What good was it getting into a rickshaw? Between the people, cars,

4 A term used for inhabitants of the old part of Dhaka city.
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scooters, rickshaws, and bicycles Nobabpur was absolutely jam-packed.
Their rickshaw would proceed for a little bit, then stop. Ahead the flow
of vehicles would stop, their rickshaw would also stop, then when the
road opened up again their rickshaw would also proceed.

Right from the time they left the meeting Anwar was in a tempet,
“These guys are only interested in themselves. They have nothing else to
talk about except their own leaders, their own party.”” Osman says, “Why
shouldn’t they talk about their own issues? The parties after all haven’t
merged or anything.”

“Come on man, a public meeting is not a seminar. At a seminar it’s okay
for each to present their own argument.” Saying this much Anwar stops
to curse out a truck stopped in front of a shop unloading cement, then
starts again, “If they are just going to talk about their own issues then
what’s the need for #nity?”

“Let me talk, will ya?” Osman says it as though Anwar were in charge
of deciding who gets to announce the party’s program at the meeting,
“Let me talk. Look, Whose program do the people accept?”

“Come on, no! Along the way, if they see that people are responding
to the program of another party, well, then these guys go ahead and
present that issue as their own.”

“Then that’s good.” Osman laughs, “You’re thinking that they have
accepted your guys’ program, Well, then isn’t that a victory for you?”

“No. They will take our program as a slogan. They’ll assess a program’s
popularity and then based on that toss out a slogan. There was a time
when people stood weapon-in-hand ready to fight for autonomy, it’s said
that 99% antonomy is provided for in the constitution of Pakistan. Now
look, it’s they who are auntonomy’s champion. Next you’ll see them take
Socialism as a slogan. But they have yet to take any isswe to the people.
Whenever any program from any party has become popular, then they
have picked up its slogan.”

“Butif everybody is speaking from the same platform people are able
to make out whose words are genuine, and whose are just grist for the mill!
Besides that, the workers might even get used to putting up with each
others’ different opinions.”

“Is this really the place for a test of patience or a trial of tolerance?
Anyway, they let that one guy speak, Didn’t they?”

“Which guyr”

“Tsk, ya know, that rickshaw or scooter driver--ya know, your Alauddin
Miah’s employee--they let him speak, Didn’t they? You think it’s enough to
have the exchange of opinions and ideas just among the educated classesr”

This time Osman 1s frustrated, “You don’t understand! If Khijir was
allowed to speak the landlord would’ve gotten angry and gone ahead and
martyred Abu Taleb’s father too, or at least wouldn’t have allowed him
to stay in the building.”

“Why? Does the landlord allow them to stay there for free?”

“They’re going to stay there for free” A wan smile plays across
Osman’s tace, “If they don’t pay rent by the third of the month he’s over
there twice a day pressuring them, after a week, it’s four times a day.”
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“Alright, well, what are they so scared of about that? If they leave
that building, what, they’re not going to find another building?”

“Why wouldn’t they find one? But they’ll have to pay a higher rent.
Changing buildings guarantees you’ll pay a higher rent. Then again,
whoever comes to that building is going to have to pay a higher rent
than the current one. You wouldn’t be able to understand what the real
problem is...” Anwar doesn’t let Osman finish what he was saying, “I get
it. The bloody landlords of Dhaka, each one of them is a thoroughbred
bastard! They’re raising the rents step by step. Right now they go up each
year, on top of that they’ll raise them for Eid, raise them for Muharram.
They’ll raise them in the winter, raise them in the summer.”

Osman bursts out laughing, “They’ll raise them in the sunshine,
they’ll raise them in the shade.”

“And look, with this torrent of Bengali nationalism coming as it is,
probably they’ll raise them in honor of Shohid Dibos’ too, they’ll raise
them on Poyla Boishakl’” Osman is pleased that Anwar laughs while he
says it. Anwar is a landlord too. It’s good, he isn’t angry at what Osman
said. Anwar stops laughing and says, “I see it at our house too. Ma and
bhaya’ are always in agreement when it comes to raising the rent!”

Osman’s a little embarrassed, “No, everyone is not the same. But,
look, renting out one’s house is a kind of business now.”

“You're saying a business? Zowidar, zomidar?!”” Anwat looks overly agitated,
“This is another goddamned Permanent Settlement 1ord Mountbatten’s Permanent
Settlement, nineteen forty sever’. Build a house over here, build a house over there,
with the rent from one house build another house. Sewnd time in a posh area, third
time Gulshan'®. That’ it, bourgeois in a single generation?”

Whenever talk of landlords arises Anwar gets a little overly heated.
But then again he doesn’t really take any special advantage of the fact that
they have a house! He puts the largest portion of his salary from working
at the college into his mothet’s hand. As much as possible he doesn’t set
foot in the portion of the house where the tenants live. So why is it that
he gets so loud when the matter of rising rents comes up? Osman never
thought about that, he still doesn’t think about it. But still, even if you just

5 Martyr’s Day in remembrance of the Language Movement demonstrators killed by
Pakistani police on February 21, 1952.

6 The New Year according to the Bengali calendar, associated with the cultural un-
derpinning of Bengali nationalism.

7 An affectionate way to refer to a brother.

8 This refers to the system founded in the late eighteenth century in Bengal whereby
a landed class was created by giving certain families responsibility for collecting
revenue from those living on and working large tracts of land leading to cross-gen-
erational tenancy and share-cropping agreements.

9 Lord Mountbatten oversaw the partitioning of the Indian Subcontinent in 1947,
and this reference would appear to be a jibe at him for helping to create a new kind
of landholding class after independence based on rent and tenancy arrangements
in urban areas.

10 Gulshan is an affluent neighborhood in the northern part of Dhaka city.
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call it politeness there’s something to be said for this. When a weakness of a
person’s family comes up in conversation, isn’t it better to avoid that? That’s
why Osman wants to return to the previous topic, “If they had let Khijir
speak, you know what would’ve happened? He probably would’ve said a
whole lot of things about Rohomtulla sordar, and there might have been
¢haos in the meeting!”

“Enough! No matter how powerful the landlord is, where people are rising
up against zotal exploitation, s his position really going to be all that strong?”

The truck in front of them unloaded the bags of cement and started up
again. But at the turn for the potato market again there is a jam. While he’s
searching around for the cause of the jam Osman says, “No, if Abu Taleb’s
father were evicted, then he would have to bear the suftering of that entirely on
his own. Those people from the groups gpposite to the landlords, they would not
rent him a place for less either. When it comes to money the guy’s in a bit of
trouble, since Taleb was killed...”” Midway through Anwar stops Osman, “What
else does somebody who has lost their son to police gunfire have to fear? What
else does he have to lose?”

“He does have. Another son. He’s got two daughters...”

“Ah, he’s a father burdened by the responsibility of daughters, is that
it?!" Osman is unable to tespond to Anwat’s teasing comment. Anwar
says, “What else does he have? You didn’t finish.”

“What else is going to haver Come on. He’s got a measly job, he
\xiorks hard and pinches to get by, doesn’t have the stomach for much
else.”

He wanted to say that Mokbul Hossein is a poor man, he can’t
afford to suddenly join the revolution. Anwar says a bit gravely, “In
Dhaka city apparently all of these Rohomtullas of yours still hold
sway. In the villages the situation is different. I told you, let’s go and
check it out. Let’s go next week.”

“What about your college?”

“Pfff, college you know is always closed. One time the boys will be
on strike, then the government closes it down. Rest of the time either it’s
Sunday of zacation. Come on, you wanna check it out?”//

In one corner of Amzadiya was Showkot standing in front of their
table. He rested his head against the wall behind him. A wispy layer of
smoke spreads like a web from the thick chirut on the ashtray in front.
Anwar comes in front and asks, “Alone? What’s up?”

“How am I going to answer that? Is it my responsibility to answer
for those who haven’t come?” As he says it, a silent smile spreads across
his wide face, his eyes twinkle. Osman asks, “What’s new with you?”

“Saathi hya khubsurot--monsom ka ye khabar hya!” > Showkot softly hums the
tune. As he hums it he closes his eyes and splays himself out over the chair.

While drinking his tea Anwar asks, “Osman, what did you do about
taking vacation leaver”

11 This is irony: in Bengali society the expense of finding suitable husbands for their
daughters is a traditional obligation on fathers.

12 Hindi language lyrics: “My companion is beautiful--that’s the news of the mon-
soon season.”
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Osman stammers, “Oh, ya know buddy, there’s a bit of a problem.
There’s one guy in our section who's taken leave, it doesn’t look like he’s coming
back.”

“Come on, you’ve got so much leave coming to you! At least apply
and see what happens!” Osman haltingly, “No, also I had to take a new
tutoring gig, the exam is coming up.”

“Intermediate®”

“No. SSE, I mean it’s the metric exam.

“Now, what exams? Come on, let’s go. When we come back you can
get them ready.”

Osman, as he lights his cigarette, says, “But they’re still rough in
Math. I can’t manage that quickly.”” Osman thinks, if he doesn’t carefully
show her that Ranu is going to éll again this time. Would it really be right
for him to shirk his responsibilities %ike that?

“Why do you teach all of these jackasses? Weren’t you the one who
only teacfaes good students? Isn’t it annoying to teach a blunt student?”

This time Osman feels really badly for Ranu. It’s like some random
person has come by and is dreadfully denigrating Ranu for the offense
of reieatedly missing the same Math problem. Ranu lifts her head u
from her notebook and stares in Osman’s direction. Ranu’s face gradually
begins to blur, then it is hard to discern if it is Ranu’s or Ranju’s face.

Osman says solemnly, “I had to. If 1 s#zck that much to my principles
man, I can’t get by!”

Over there Showkot sits up straight, whether from a doze or a full
sle;:/p, ]ights up his smoldering cheroot and asks, “What genderis this biunt
student?” Khaled rises and approaches from the table in the opposite
direction. That table is always occupied by the poets, Khaled also writes
}S)oetry or stories or something. As soon as he comes over Khaled says to

howkot, “What’s up, boss, you already ox# or what?”

Showkot laughs, “So quick? I afready took five pegs in advance
from Gulistan.”

“You downed five pegs already?” He doesn’t believe the part about
the five pegs. And there’s no reason why he should believe it. “What did
you drinkr” When Anwar asks Showkor laughs in return, “What’s a man
to drink in this chill weather? This weather whispers, whiskey! W hiskey!”

Khaled says, “Come on. This time let’s go to the bridge'* and lend a
little service to our Mother Bengall” As he stands, Showkot says, “Come
along! Anwar, let’s go %et us a pint.”

nwar immediately refuses, “No, there’s somewhere I have to be.”

Khaled teases him a little, “Work in advancement of the revolution?”

Showkot then invites Osman, “Osman?”’

Osman immediately agrees. Without even looking at Anwar he says,
“I’ll see you tomorrow, buddy” and leaves with Showkot and Khaled.

13»

13 This is the exam taken at the end of the 10th grade.

14 T’'m not sure of the meaning of this word, I found “bridge” as one meaning of
this in the dialect dictionary. I’'m assuming the sentence means to go to the bridge
where they buy locally made liquor in contrast to the imported whisky previously
referred to.
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Chapter 12

“Didn’t I say I have it! Do you know better than I do?”

“You know everything!”

Osman was a bit sleepy, seeing that Ranu and Ronju were at home
he sat up in bed. The night had gone very badly, hoping that sleep might
come he masturbated for a long time, but just as he was dozing off he
dreamt he was walking with someone and they passed a row of bucket
latrines in a narrow alleyway in Panitola and even though he smelled
the shit in the dream he woke up, went to the roof and threw up. After
throwing up he didn’t sleep anymore. Since the morning he had 4 antacid
tablets and on his way back from the office he ate rice with bata fish and a
thin gravy from Anondomoi Hindu restaurant and he was finally feeling
quite good. If he could just sleep a couple of hours the evening would
have gone so well.

“When did you come?” Before he could answer this question from
Ranu Ronju says, “Here, go through a couple ‘o franslations with me.
School and all that’s not happening, Abba’s beside himself. I told Apa,
come on, let’s take our notebooks with us. If he’s not there? Then back,
again back home with the notebooks and all! Just #p-down!”

Ranu asks, “You’re not going to eatr”

“I ate before I came.”

“Are you going to rest now?”

“Tsk, of course not! I don’t ever take a nap at noon. Not ever. Never”
Osman says it with such haste that it seems like so much depends on this
statement. Because he thought the speed and the erratic manner of what
he said sounded over-the-top even to his own ears had to add, “Last year
I only slept at noon one single day. And that was a weekend, the rain was
coming down nicely at midday, there was no way not to nap.”

Ronju, laughing, asks, “You remember the date too?”

“You bet!” Osman tries to act smart and say it with a shabeb-like
pronunciation, ““January the twenty second, nineteen hundred and sixty eight AD.”

“Does it rain in January?” This corrective statement by Ronju causes
a stir of laughter; in his mind Osman had been preparing to sleep, now
not even a hint of that remained. After he asks the brother and sister
to sit he lights a cigarette. He says to Ronju, “Let’s see your translation.”

Before he says anything to Ranu he takes a long drag on his cigarette,
coughs for a bit, then swallows a few times. He says, “Don’t you have the
unitary method today?”

Standing at the doorway to the roof Osman pulls on his cigarette,
brother and sister are seated next to one another on the bed frame. The
color of both of their skin is nearly the same dusky shade.

Their 2 pairs of rippling bluish lips were like a second bracket. That
faint crease above the two of their lips and below their noses was the
same too. It seemed like their noses were of the same size also, he could
see if he measured them with a ruler. But on the tip of Ranu’s nose and
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on the faint crease under her nose were a few beads of sweat. But on
Ronju’s face there was not even a smidgen of sweat. Osman ran his finger
along the tip of his nose and beneath his nose--no! It’s dry as a bone.
Ranu and Ronju both have smiles on their faces, but that unbroken wave
of temperate, salty dewdrops on Ranu’s nose and lips made her stand
out! The gauzy curtain of cigarette smoke, like a magnifying glass, made
Ranu’s beads of sweat appear much larger. It seemed like the dewdrops
on the tip of her nose and on the curve above her lips glistened and
trembled like raindrops. Osman feels thirsty; he’s dying to put his mouth
on the tip of Ranu’s nose and on the curve above her lips to sip each and
every drop of water off of there. With one kiss he probably won’t have
to drink water the entire rest of the day. Forgetting to take a drag on his
cigarette Osman bit his own bottom lip. Ronju says, “Choto apa', you
stay. I'll go and get your books.”

“Looking for one book, you’ll go and make a mess of all my books
and things. I'll go.”

Osman says, “Ranu, why didn’t you bring your book and notebooks?”

Osman’s tongue quivered trying to say the word ‘Ranu’, just saying
the word his thirst for a drip of her sweat increased a hundred fold. From
pronouncing the name that thirst spread like wildfire from his lips and
tongue across his entire body. Osman then pulled the table in front of
the bed and sat down in the one chair in the room on this side of the
table. Ronju and Ranu are now face-to-face with him. He had absolutely
no desire to extinguish his thirst, he tried as much as possible to soak
up Ranu’s beads of sweat with just his eyes. The intensity of his thirst
gradually increased, he drew strength from that, Osman commanded,
“Ranu, Why are you going downstairs now? Ronju, you go, bring her math
book and notebook.”

Ranu says, “Look, don’t mess around with my books now!”

Without answering, Ronju goes bounding downstairs.

Directly across from Osman Ranu sits all alone. Should Osman start
talking about math right away? Or should he first tell her about his thirst
to soak up those drops of sweat from below and on the tip of Ranu’s
nose? How should he start? It’s about that that he finds himself in a bit
of a pickle. Ranu says, “You came back so late, no?”

“Yeah. How did you know?”

“I woke from the sound of you going up the stairs!”

All these words which escaped, parting Ranu’s second bracket-marked
lips were fuel for the fire of Osman’s thirst to drink up the Zguor of those
beads beneath and on the tip of her nose.

“You come back so late, you don’t get scaredr”

“Scared of what?” Osman says the words, okay, but the intensity
of his thirst for her sweat ruined the smooth flow of the wotds; the
sentence came out shaky. But Ranu says with ease, “These days there’s
so much going on in the streets. Do you really know when something’s
going to happen?”

15 Term of address for the youngest among his elder sisters.
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It’s not from concern or fear or emotion, perhaps from a cold, Ranu’s
voice is a bit heavy. All of Osman’s fingers trembled just a little from
that heavy tone of voice. He balled his own hand into a fist, then again
released it. His fingers got some exetcise from that, but the trembling did
not stop. Spreading from his fingers the goddamned trembling finally
sat itself down right on his head, if you can believe that! He needs a
remedy for that right quick. You know what he does? He reaches out
his index and middle finger on his right hand to touch the tip of Ranu’s
nose and slowly wipes off the beads of sweat; then, as though he were
using blotting paper, he softly pressed his index finger against that small
crease below Ranu’s nose. Ronju’s crease is exactly like this too. Certainly
Osman too must have a crease like this below his nose. Once a mustache
like his sprouts up on him, Osman’s bit of crease will be hidden; Ranu’s
however, just like this fixed wave, will continue to sprout one or two
beads of sweat each and every morning and afternoon for her entire life.

Withdrawing his hand, Osman says, “You were scared last night and
you’re still sweating now in the afternoon the next day?”

For just the blink of an eye Ranu opened her eyes as wide as she
could and looked at Osman, then she lowered her head and sat hunched
down in her seat. Seated like this she took her slender, dark fingers and
wiped them over her nose, and below her nose, even over her lips and
down to her chin. Was it Osman’s touch that tickled her?

Osman suddenly starts talking. Very serious-type talk. For example, it
is essential that Ranu grasp the unitary method well. For example, if one
can grasp the unitary method once then all of these math problems are
easy as pie. For example, nobody gets a good result on the exam if they
cannot do math well. For example, she gets a so/id number in math, and
by number I mean a good number. In math you don’t need a lot, if she
can get those numbers up to seventy, seventy-five Ranu could even get
[Jirst division. Getting first division is not that hard.

Ronju arrives with Ranu’s book and notebook, and says, “Chofo-apa,
you study, I need to go out.”

“Out? What the heck are you talkin’ about? It’s nearly afternoon and
you’re going to play?” These are Ranu’s first words since her beads of
sweat were wiped clean. Did someone soak up even that moist sound
in Ranu’s voice? If Ranu suddenly says in that dried out voice, “Ronju,
you’re goin’. I'm supposed to stay here alone or what?” Or, if Ranu
embraces her mother still afflicted by the death of her son and says,
weeping, “Amma, Who are you all sending me to study with? He wants
to touch my body!” Or she locks eyes with Osman and says, through
clenched teeth, “All you know is book learning, huh? Your folks never
taught you manners? You’re not supposed to put your hands on a girl
from an educated family. Make sure you remember that!” What if that
happens? Because he could not figure out what his reaction should be
if something like that were to happen, Osman Goni manufactured a
reckless expression on this face and in his eyes and sat listening to their
conversation with his chest puffed out.
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Ronju says, “Not at alll Am I going to go and play at this hour?
Amma told me to go to the store, she said to get ginger and cooking oil.”

Ronju leaves. Osman was already prepared for the possibility that
Ranu too would leave. To save him from having to witness that scene it
would be awfully nice to light up a cigarette. But he can’t find his pack
of Kingstorks. The profit turned out to be in the looking.'® If Ranu’s
fury vanishes while he looks for his pack of Kingstorks then he’s saved.

When Osman finally lit the cigarette, took a long drag and looked
in Ranu’s direction, Ranu by that point was fully absorbed in turning the
pages of her mathematics textbook. Looking away slightly, Osman says,
“Let’s see.”

Within just a couple of minutes Osman became fully immersed in
the unitary method. He tried explaining to Ranu in so many different
ways you wouldn’t believe it. After talking about the method for a long
time he does one problem after another showing her how to solve them.
Osman doesn’t stop even long enough to blink. Even as he finishes
writing the solution to one problem he turns to another, and he doesn’t
even stop long enough to see whether Ranu is understanding them or
not. It’s Ranu who eventually says, “Give it here. I get it already, give it!”

To go along with this overly smart manner of comment by Ranu, a
tiny, hinting turn of a smile suited itself perfectly to the corner of her
lips. Keeping that hint unwavering, Ranu says, “You don’t need to go on
about all that to me so much. Give it here!”

“Yes, yes. Of course that’s true”” Osman says it as if it had been a
crime for him to go on explaining the math problems for so long,

While Ranu solves her math problems she raises her eyebrows
slightly and looks in Osman’s direction. Osman of course is looking at
her out of the corner of his eyes, but 100% of his attention is focused
on Ranu’s math problems. Ranu is making mistakes on one after another
math problem. Even after so many mistakes Osman does not get
annoyed or hopeless. His regret is only this: that his index and middle
finger on his right hand were drying otf. He had maneuvered these two
fingers to keep them separate from the others. But had all of those
dewdrops completely disappeared from those two fingers as a result of
picking up the pen to do those math problems? He saw once out of the
corner of his eye that there was now no trace of the beads of sweat on
the tip of Ranu’s nose or along the small crease below it. Then again,
Ranu’s mistakes on her math continued apace. Because of that Ronju’s
idiocy--Why did he have to go downstairs?--the tip of the girl’s nose was
parched as a desert. Now what’s left on that dusky-faced complexion of
hers? A short while ago Osman had been scared, scared about Ranu’s
hostile reaction. That was actually better, now this weary and dullish sort
of feeling overcame his entire body. Within moments he had forgotten
the cause or source of this feeling; as a result, a hopelessness without

16 I’'m not sure about my translation of this line. I understand that it refers to his
looking for this cigarettes as an avoidance tactic while he hopes what he imagines
Ranu’s anger to be dissipates.
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reason pressed heavily upon him with even greater force. From his chest
upwards to the tip of his head and down all the way to the right side of
his stomach the tendrils spread.'” That biting pain in his stomach awoke
again. The pain increased slowly and upon reaching a certain point it did
not increase more, it stopped right there. But there was some benefit
from that to be sure! That fear or dull sadness from a short while ago-
-all of that merged into a single body in this pain and he no longer had
to perceive them as separate. This pain was difficult too to explain to
doctors. It didn’t have a specific location. There it is as a twinge in the
middle of his chest; before he even has a chance to explain that very well,
it moves down below to some holes or hollows situated in the middle
space between his chest and his stomach. Then just as he’s explaining
thoroughly about that place it radiates downwards further below to some
hidden corner of his stomach. Taking a seat there, the goddamned pain
dozes for a bit; if Osman concentrates a little on the wall of his abdomen
he can sense it snoozing there. Head down solving her math problems
he can sometimes see Ranu’s chin separately. At one point it seemed like
it must be Ronju immersed in doing his translations. Shortly after, he’ll
see just to the left and slightly below that chin the pagoda embroidered
in dark brown thread on the shirt pocket. At the same time the pain
in his abdomen moves down further, a jittery quiver that overtakes his
blood flow and lodges itself in his crotch; Osman looks straight ahead
trying to see Ronju clearly. Where is Ronjur Ronju just now went to the
store. When he went in the name of buying ginger, garlic and cooking
oil, is he really going to come back without making a few rounds down
in the streets?

Ranu raises her head and says, “Take a look, I've done a bunch.
Should I do more?”

“Go ahead.”

Osman’s stomach pain returned to its correct position. He needs
to find out about this pain from Kamal in the office. He’s also very
interested in sicknesses of the heart. Before, cancer used to be Kamal’s
favorite. But a couple years back after his father died from cancer Kamal
gave up on his cancer practice. These days his favorite subjects are
girlfriends and duodenal wlcers. He himself is asthmatic, but he never
says anything about asthma. Then again, he’s so excited about duodenal
ulcers that Kamal is ultra obsessive about the pronunciation of the word
even, never would he say diudenal or duidenal. What about irregular pain
in Osman’s stomach? Acidity? In the final analysis is that the affliction
he would identify it as? The name’s a mouthful®®, but after hearing
Kamal describe this sickness so much Osman developed a bad taste in
his mouth about it. When the small intestine apparently swells up and
springs a leak then the pain becomes so severe that the patient cannot
experience anything else in their body other than the pain. Alright, did

17 I am not sure if there is an idiomatic meaning of Dalpala I’'m missing here.
18 or is it that “the name’s highfalutin™?
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Deepchand suffer from this kind of illness? Suddenly the image of
walking through the cramped alleyway in Panitola seen last night in his
dream thumped in Osman’s chest; he hadn’t been able to recognize that
person accompanying him in the dream, but just now he recognized
him. Oh man, that was Deepchand! So long after he had died where was
Deepchand Muchi off to dragging Osman along in the dream?

Deepchand died, Is that today’s news? As he became wrung out by
his intestinal pain Deepchand first gave up the place where he used to sit
next to the station, he stopped working completely, a few days later when
it was time for the mail train to pass by he went to the trouble himself
of lying down on the rail line. The Bordhoman Mail crosses Begunbari
station at 3 in the morning, in the morning when Osman’s father got the
news he took Osman by the hand and set off towards the rail line. Seeing
the father taking his son along with him, Osman’s mom called out from
behind, “He’s takin’ Ronju along again, look!”

“Why not? Let him go!”

“The night’s barely passed and he’s takin’ the youngin’ to see the
Muchi’s dead body?”

“So he’s a Muchi, what of it? When there was trouble, who was it
that sent word about all them on the other side of the line stewing the
pot gettin’ ready for it? If we hadn’t gotten wind of it from Deepchand
Muchi’s own mouth, would we have been able to take precautions?”

“Oh, oh! What did he not do? But you wanna take your boy, who
wakes up quaking like a leaf at night in fear, at seven in the morning to
the rail line to see a dead body split in twor”

“A man needn’t be afraid of all that!”

To Ibrahim Sheikh all boy children were already men. Men who
were afraid, or lowered their heads in embarrassment, or kept their hair
long--he couldn’t stand any of this. That’s why he was known by all
for his pluck. On the other side of the line the Boses of Begunbari
village had a lot of clout, even though those Boses poked and probed
those villages of Tajhat and Babra a few times, they never had the gall
to attack Gowalghurni. Even though they tried to win over a few Muchi
households in Gowalghurni and some of the fishermen nearby, the Babus
weren’t really able to accomplish much. What, you think the Sheikhs
clout was anything less? Even after Partition, for two years when August
14th would come around, Ibrahim Sheikh’s hand would itch to raise the
Pakistani flag. At first you wouldn’t believe the excitement of the V1llage
lads! “Ibrahim-bhai, go on an’ raise the flag, if them Begunbari malann'
come to do sumpin’, then them school boys won’t be returnin’ home
cross the line, they won’t.”

Later that excitement was no longer there. Ibrahim Sheikh moved
with his family to Dhaka to help establish the Khondokar’s business,
after about three years or so he no longer had any interest in Pakistan or
flying the Pakistani flag, he returned again to the village. Then it started,

19 An insulting term for Hindus.



BT Gz : AT ST 3¢

day and night, cursing out Nazimuddin/Nurul Amin® as hypocritical
and faithless.

So Ibrahim grabbed Osman’s hand and started walking, Outside,
beyond the courtyard there was an expansive pond with brick lined
ghats at either end. The ghars bricks at that time were falling out like
the eldest Miah’s teeth were. If you continue 200/250 yards along the
path next to the pond there was the expanse under the old banyan tree.
That expanse under the banyan was Osman’s playground. If you took
a turn from here there was a narrow little trail, a short distance down
that trail Itkhola marsh began. Deepchand’s mud house was on the edge
of the marsh. Around the house or next to the marsh, Deepchand’s
drove of pigs would roam around digging with their snouts in the dirt.
Deepchand’s wife used to sit on the verandah of the Muniya house and
weave bamboo baskets, and in an indecipherable language scold her
husband or the gods or her own fate. Sometimes they would wash the
dishes or bathe in the marsh water. During the rainy season the Itkhola
marsh would puff out its chest in an effort to merge the lotuses with the
sky and in doing so would come right up high! Then, if their mood was
good, the Muniyas would call Osman over from the base of the banyan
to give him lotus seeds to eat. That day Deepchand’s pigs were happily
digging in the mud when the Muniya’s constant flow of weeping came
from inside the house.

Hearing Ibrahim calling, Sukhonlal came out. Osman knows this
guy too; after Deepchand had moved from the station he used to sit over
there and hand stitch shoes. Since Deepchand fell sick, various choice
words were heard about Sukhonlal and Muniya. Seeing Sukhonlal it was
like he was transported back into those growing boy’s bones*'--What if
Deepchand’s train-severed-head came rolling out right along with him!
But no, Sukhonlal informs that the corpse is still next to the rail line;
the constable’s order: so long as the police haven't arrived it can’t be
removed. News was delivered to his relatives and caste members, they
came and sat watch around the body. One of Deepchand’s nephews,
Bulbuliya, after drinking about a pint of moonshine raised a hand to
Sukhonlal for no reason, and the things he said, if Sukhonlal uttered
them even in front of one of the Miahs it would have been a sin. It’s in
the Miahs’ village, on the Miahs’ own land that Bulbuliya lives; Sukhonlal
too has spent his life on Miah land. Won’t Ibrahim Sheikh make some
kind of ruling on that?

Over on this side, inside Deepchand’s house, Muniya started up her
weeping again after taking a break for a few minutes. Ibrahim Sheikh says
to Osman, “Ronju, you go on home.” When Osman keeps on walking
with him Ibrahim scolds him, “What did I say? Go on home!”

20 Khwaja Nazimuddin was a Muslim League politician who was Pakistan’s Gover-
nor General and later Prime Minister; Nurul Amin was another prominent Muslim
League politician, Home Minister after Pakistan’s independence and Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan during the Liberation War of Bangladesh.

21 Not sure about this translation.
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“No, I'm going with you.” Osman is adamant, “You have to show
me the dead petson!”

“He’s going on again!” Ibrahim tries to tempt him after scolding
him, “Go on. I'm gonna bring back sondesh from the station market,
alright? Go on now!”

“No, I don’t want to eat sondesh. 1 want to see the man cut in half by
the train! I’ve never seen before, today I want to see it, ‘right?” Ibrahim
Sheikh, however, did not get angry; instead, even more gently he said,
“Go on now, babal Tomorrow I'll bring you a parakeet from Tajhat.
How’s that? Now, go on!”

In order to snap him out of his fascination at seeing Deepchand who
had committed suicide by train, Ibrahim Sheikh in the end promised to
fulfill Osman’s long coveted wish. In hopes of getting a real, live bird
Osman had to abandon his obsession with seeing the train-severed
cadaver. Look at that, today, after such a long time, Deepchand himself
had appeared in his dream. How had he looked that day? Lungi turned
up halfway and tucked into the knot*, a twill short-sleeved shirt, a lit
unfiltered cigarette in his hand. Ibrahim Sheikh heads off in the direction
of the rail line taking long strides; spindle-thin Sukhonlal follows behind,
complaining, spitting now and then, then again complaining, After they
had covered some distance, they disappeared into the bushes of the
babla tree on Habu Mollick’s highland and couldn’t be seen anymore.
While over here, Osman stands by the edge of the marsh listening with
every pore of his body to the continuous sound of the world’s weeping,
Because it’s in that place that Muniya washes the dishes and bathes, there
are no lotus flowers there. Osman’s shadow falls on the water. His lips,
like a second bracket, change places over and over in the watet’s thin
ripples; the embroidered pagoda on the shirt breast pocket splays weirdly
in the droning of the water’s muffled mantra. A blackish-yellow colored
aroma comes in from the aush paddy field behind Deepchand’s house
and as it mixes with the weeping from Deepchand’s wife it demolishes
the structure of the sound, smell and color. In the water of the marsh
Mr. Ronju then was lying facing Osman, quivering slightly from fear and
a bit from desire. Osman looked with longing at this Ronju in the water;
he didn’t notice that Ronju had stood up from the water in front of him.

Suddenly hearing Ronju speak, he sat up and looked around.

“You're getting sleepy. Go to bed, I'm going.”” No, not Ronju, it’s
Ranu who’s talking. Osman is embarrassed, “Suddenly got tired, I don’t
understand why.”

“Why wouldn’t you sleep at night! You come back so late at night
anyway. Why don’t you sleep better?” With the passing of this terribly
brief period of drowsiness, the inside of Osman’s eyes are burning,
starting with his eyebrows all the way to the entirety of his forehead it

22 Is this the ‘active’ style when a lungi is folded halfway up and tucked into the top
to free the legs?
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was like half of his head was splitting from the pain. From beneath the
mattress he took 2 tablets of Novalgin and popped them in his mouth
with a drink of water.

The faint scent of Ranu’s loose hair hung in the emptiness of the
other side of the table. Osman now has straightened in his chair, the 2
tablets of Novalgin are working, he’s gradually getting relief from his
headache. Osman says, “Where’s it? Let me see your notebook!”

“Let it be for today! It seems like youre not feeling well. You should
have some medicine!”

“No. My head was aching a bit, it'll be gone in five minutes.”

Nope! The unitary method has not made its way into Ranu’s head
in the least. Even if she studies for a year, piercing her skull would be
impossible. Instead, he could have gone with Anwar to their village.
Village by village, people are coming together getting organized, shaking
off the sloth, standing up for themselves. He’s given up the chance to see
all that just so he can teach some math problems to this blunt girl? The
pain in Osman’s stomach starts to pinch at him sharply, steadily. Damn!
He should’ve eaten, now acidity, didn’t sleep last night, on top of that he
should’ve never taken the analgesic tablet. As he fixes Ranu’s mistakes
on the math problems a tart and bitter flow rises and falls like the tide
all through his stomach and chest. If he could just lie down for a bit it
would be good. Osman had to say, “Let it be for today. Come tomorrow.
How’s that?”

TBEIEIS CTNZT T I61OT FRCIFC NI 2T
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Ranu asks, “You're feeling really terrible, huh?” He smiled as he
fought back a surge of that tart and bitter flow near his throat, “No, all
of a sudden I’'m feeling really drowsy. Daytime naps right at the start of
nineteen sixty nine, I think I might spend the year sleeping.”

But Ranu stood up without smiling at all. Osman stood up, his body
close to hers. A lot of fresh beads of sweat had collected at the tip of
Ranu’s dusky-hued nose; on that small, unblemished wave above her lips,
below her nose large drops of sweat trembled. If Osman wanted to he
could lean in slightly and with a kiss on the tip of Ranu’s nose and below
that he could soak up all of those beads of moisture. Instead, he sucked
on his own index finger. When Ranu stares at him a bit taken aback,
Osman says, his mouth moistened with saliva, “Come tomorrow, alright?
Come at this time, yeah?”

As soon as Ranu picked up her books and went downstairs Osman
closed the door. His right index finger was still in his mouth. Getting
no salty flavor at all, he sucked on it even harder. Sucking on that tart-
bitter flavored finger Osman went out onto the roof through the other
door. With his back pressed against the roof railing, as he began to bend
forward slightly, the vomit came; he heaved and wretched.
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Diverse and Fascinating Cultural
Heritage of Bangladesh

Masahiko Togawa

Interview taken by Saymon Zakaria



Abstract

Masahiko Togawa, a Japanese scholar based in Tokyo, has accomplished
extensive anthropological research on Bangladeshi culture, focusing on
folk traditions, shrine practices, and the viewpoints of Lalon Shah. In
this interview with Saymon Zakaria, Togawa reflects on his journey of
studying Bangladesh’s rich and diverse cultural facets, particulatly its
shrine traditions and the unique religious harmony that characterizes
many of its spiritual sites and the respective activities. Togawa discusses
his experience at Lalon Shah’s shrine in Kushtia, his immersion into
Lalon’s philosophy, and the profound impact these experiences had
on his understanding of religious and cultural unity in Bangladesh. He
highlights how Lalon’s songs transcend religious boundaries and offer a
universal memorandum, which inspired his deep engagement with Baul
culture and Lalon’s teachings. Togawa also shares his in-depth analytic
insights into the growing interest in Baul culture among Japanese
people, including his own students, and emphasizes the significance
of cross-cultural exchange. His work, including the translation of
Lalon’s songs into Japanese, stands as a testament to his commitment
to bridging cultures through scholarly and personal exploration. From
the perspective of a Japanese researcher, the diverse cultural heritage of
Bangladesh and the various field studies and analyses on it are cleatly
reflected in this interview.



m‘fﬂ“ﬁmﬁ CSINSAN G ST, RO T AR CTIFAZ S,
P PR /Sy 417 wpE, [iog Teg @ Hieq e
HIZF o AR FCACRA | TOW e~ Al fNex A< 4 a1ere
HIZ L - o AR6Ry, TS -NF N ARG TR~ FCRA | 8
WIE FF, Tl oMl HE G O HLH-ITRINS 8 TRl HZ (TP IS
o Aoy R AW 17w, R RorT oRE e M2 Jeifre-
TFReT AT FEF TolgT VRS I 2T AT TR | S 426
TENNE SR SN (AT GRRel: R-RRs cof TN Gq e
NZCRPGT MIZAT @ MZCFIGRE [NYFFILAT 4 @ GFe A
W] BRI S (RF 006 BT S RERCR | AR Tofy
QLA NENL-HFRS W (FRerey ey Fex s cqest] e
TS OFIE SEF6 ¥ QT FEE, T w09 FBICH T (T
LFI® JCACR | ANALTK FIEN W An Abode of The Goddess : Kingship,
Caste and Sacrificial Organization in a Bengal Village PRIV O G376
FITNAE 2008 BT O (AT IS 2T | 9=2el, o @
S WP QET THME | IO FEFh oife ¢ e
TSI AN NI EREZT, STHEr @ TS ;3 WS W\ 8 ST
FICS AN Minorities and the State: Changing Social and Political 1andscape of
Bengal (2011) @32 ST NWSTE X Kinship and Family among Muslims in
Bengal (2021) &< QIR ] B2 |

TOIMGEE T ©. TPARRCH! (SIS (171 G e e
T FET BMGce NG | fRTw Rfeg oot AR Aigles afey
PR I S FCACRA | T AR HALH-TaS @R TENCod JoT W
QR & o FBAR IFGH AL T FICZ TGN A =l
TR | RS 77, SV '8 SR HEFT TR (O ea @




V8 TR, G-TBETIT 038

FAFPRFIIG ST S (QATF AR IR SIS : SG I *I1T Sl
T (57T ZIGcerd FTIE AN ST |

HZNF SFRAL: COINSTT, (ST WA A (AT ACN2 Ofs
HIFIZ | GRS |

TAITRCFT CSINSTT: COINTF'S O | TS |

FTIZI: ST (ST LA HF RS T SCAF ACIIEA A S0 |
(O AR ST ST LG eT© LN ARG TOF |
SN G, TR ARSI-AF RS W SCqd RO A<Fel S0z | 9,
SHFIT IR T (FIFPIO] ANCF SIS ARGAH (FYF | A=l
TR, I THCT Y- AEEF IS B | 92 U ([T (ST IR
AN ] RFTICACHT 2RSS AR (T O =eT?

TITRCRET: ST, OB e AR BT, RN ST 5] ey SR, SN
TS WA T FCACRA | (GTGTNS O TS ZCACR | (T2 MRARIRF O
ST T SF FHACS AT | S LT ATeRy S g W7ew g
JE FACS (LR T WS 47 Vo I | FLN T <M ARSI
BT CF ST TS AT FITHT T AN T 8P AT |
51 e eTo oINIF PIgBHie AT e | AIISIBICT (T8 AT
TOTETS _An Abode of the Goddess: Kinship, Caste and Sacrificial Organization
in a Bengal Village T AT AR IR | g = 77 7Y N IR, ©g
RGN AR & ICAT T, W ARGV (& F T SR O A
4T (61 SNETR) O/ WECFH AT JACS R | T ETRIC
(IFTICATH) ST g SR, A BF© | JeT© FNCHCHIRIR ALTCA=IGT 1
JRCT— 0T LT FIETHI, LTI SO, T IS (IR ST L | (THH
SRCSR I (ST, FAGH (&1, Sy (ST 29 T ASI_ @
ATERPIFSICT 8] AT N ATOC (I AR Q78 RV AR |
@ QT ARSTZI W&y (1 HHI7M (AT WP S0 AT L5 T,
I AT, FATO LR S N LA LS AR | (TR [T
T SE% OR NYE FIE ARG S ¥ 6y, FREAEN FCACR,
SIRER FCACR, BF© FCACR, AT DT SR LT | 98 Tt (AFE
I (T2 NS N FIG FACS B B | S SAPCT So5a-db (ATH
I IR FoeTF 2 T |

AIZIN: O ICICRI, ST PIaBpie f&eT ARSICHS (I 61
I A | SN e, PraZpfe ie<meliy off Jors ARSI Afere
&9 RIpgRIeT SRl *Te- 141 I Ao F=1Foqe Wea ReFe Fce! |
SR SN & SR AR A Ro- Aoy e | =t (e,
SR EINE O GG I TR (TS BT FACH NI, (ST ST




TITICACI T Te TSy s TCH CAbaray R ool :3ve

[ ST N @ @CO ACT—“HA (e | SN i, (ST (78
ST BRI 25T 2009 AT TN (ACF JFIFS JCACR | IRHCO QN
TS A RIS NS IV AOTF SOOI HICAICT FH! LKA
BT PR TR0 | (O 97 ReRe smce =i, e
RSy NS TR S, N A1, TN SRS T QI AR 3L
TRl | O TOTEe NERIFHE ALF-SG S G, iBOH—qSe@Ts
O W< FCACR! (T8 IZBIN N | & I (O AN (o 312 JeATReT?

TATRCI: JIFICACHR FITH 1R e e T CRIb e G ST |
O N 5T (LN PR-NEICES Gfogy | ZINE FIT6IG= ey Afweel
ORI KT FGTOICT TS CACR, T Fg Tl S NS (TS A,
% (o0 I WER W F1er FA0e AR 72 | OFAE ST FNCE
GEI LT G5 ZBNF IR (LI G bl S O Ny Yo (I
FICS AR ACET M ARIN $F IR QIR ASTNACR K ST o
FACHINT *M T PG MR KiSy W Y[ | S Qe
I PR —[BIR ROTGAT #1ie1 HIZTere WSS | G5 Y98 ST, oK
RS T HETE SCEL ACST o ARSZT (72 |

AnAbodeot EECSEIMEDES TS

the Goddess RUHIVDFIHLE

ip. Caste amd Saerificial EJ ‘7:
el M1
Togmea Masah:ko

PNRCF! oINS B FRIT AT KRA | AT TLARCS Sces RY-1Fhod
&4 TR, TaSIIG e Nfeyer SR IETICHCIF NerT-S ez



VY TR, GH-TBETIT 038

IR CSTI ACTFN YT ST A AR (T, S el Nrenies
qeE TS ey N0 | RO 0 T (I S e g e BT,
TP T O (T2 BRGNS G IR & 2CAR?

TRTITRCE: =, G951 632 0=l | SPTCE, RTINS I
G FACT PICARETN JrTeA W WA A0S ST |
G G5! (RIG WSICHH WCo! FI7NT TCACR | [PE (61 Y7 TR
JERORITGRR FASCNGT AR Ny TG ST @ SN 210 800 | 95T
G A (TO | QI8 (TN AT NI S e =ie,
«F2 A TS SfF T | SIHF N0y (&I T (72 | WA AL A |
(ARG, WA W€ FILCI gFe H@ioie Al 1 4 AT W |
OI SICF 2l FCH A SIC! A0y |

HIZN: NCATCNIRA TG T &P S AN NS AT FIL 7Y FCACH |

TPATRCPI: ST GTRIC IARey SRoj8 FELCHR A JCBR | I Seoy
J2TO TSR | g e T&eT5T FREAT (AR | SR B GT61 =i
IR, Woes GIed (rckiE |
FECR! | RO @ QAN @-FIGD] FCE- ET61 T A2 qrens
CIF @ FAFRe @R ETRIC NI 7FF < I W o, Ry 4o
YR S, s et e R ST — CeteT! W 6 SRR | (12
THCE (SR U2 T 5] SOwSld TR $FCS 512 |

TR AT N TOSe©] @ IFH (TN I I MG ACS
(TR ACS TSGR SECN) TG T7Cq (kR | g S(oyesT
BT (N TR PN ez WIS GET Acoreic «F ve oy,
ST AN M, BT ST I NIA ACAEF NYFS N AT OFQ
(R | T8 G751 I WERCF (7 B A AL LR FHC® AN |
G5! TSI 7?2 EIBF GFBIR ZOE TP 9ICR | ©IF (B0 Wi
TS (TS AR HI2TE NSl IR, e W Ny Koy 36
MRB—BE WG Y2 TCHT | (718 & oI I =TT HIZfers
TS (%, SRR (AT IR (FAS (@S B2 | e =i vy FiE
1T S (oI |

SR : SN NS ANSAR AT IR P O (FIANS ANSH | (ot
P G (/T ST H[Z-(FUT ZCACR | AT (S N S I A
R —9BTS U5 TG T T=e | TR 111 e |




T TS TSy s TCH (@ qR e el 304

4

PN RETGN A =18 G- WWW cormey

TTTRCT: SACT By RS Sl ACE N, HAPY (MR (ACF N (ATF
G B1 *& B0, F1 AT ST TSB! S AT 7Y | (151 (ST S «TIe7ey
SR YT N @ACS (BB IR | A Wiy TR S BIses
(2 —5'8 I I (B8] TR |

AIEIN: GB1 YT ARGANeT G5! RFY | SNCAT W W, I (ICA]
AT afe AN Sfe-2a @ R 91 & (¥ o1 @12 R
RN FACO BIZ, IR A g2 FACO JE, EOF (OO IF HEAER
FIFAe 951 T (o 27 | g (OWF e Tood (T2 FRS! Tow|
MRICACRI— 9 E TS5 SR AT RRETRE WS (5rAR, FSICI2 el
ACO (BCAR | WA, AIL-AFRS SEIFINCAT iBrs Qi AKWIG! (TS
CHTACRT | WIEN o7 GO ANHICF FSICT (A ©f 9N AT FACo
(TR | 3T R ZEAT— AN - G Ro< oW =i I o S 4161 e =a—
G5 BN (M (58] R | OIS SN (AR, Q¥ M1 5g A
GIIWE SIFT SIS FCHCRT | AT AN LN —FS FAF A QR
G S ST FIR?

TIAITRCE: (BTG wo bl T I FCI G bl T SR | ST
TS DT AT (5B FCAMR | L NI H @I TN© ] TR — 1T AT A BT
ST Re? ST ORI WS 6 000 (GTARCETN? (72 ST T b
S (GQRMR | AR FICE AT AT | SPICET TG SIcTSics |
SR Al T oIn! % 26T 911 Y2 qFE 'O A | G&Ty (R
ST STEATHILIT FIARPZ ST (TS AT | (TR, NI (AT IV




Vb TR, G-TBETIT 038

@ GRS SPCR | SR &Y A& (AT ([P, 68 7 ©fes
HICAET, G2 A TS BT SPICR | g S 3TN SEbid, e
FE T -2 T ARIREFOIR ST ICE | S NG AT
FHMCT (12 | g GFANY AFTOII AT N, 451 TTREF O
T HZ TR AT N ANSAT (@S AN | 9B (FRATH! QRTH ST PO |
O SN g O TS (58] IR | g AT ATF SR | I T2 TS
RS | A S (@O T | N8 2 WY MR | ©fF Y (@R @10
e AL |

AIEIN: NP6 AW 1A G W AR FCAC=! | 9 (o
GIC!, TR AT (AT @ oF-RoF FCRCR TGS GI-ka1 e | 9f
G RN TR TPTITE NS =776 TR | (ST Siiae SRy
LFIRG IZCH T H2T G G2 TR A ARSZg FCH SAETH!
FEACR! | SN S, RO SRR A6 I8 W0 (SR I251 (&= GG,
TG JFOT L | (O T2 01 7P I eg e |

TATEC!: ST 1o 2T A S90S (621 TR | 92 AN
(SO ER Se WIH SHC® (AR, g ©f RS 9% | TFET AN AR
*CY N AP & g @RI, G N 9 Fer FI0o
JCT | G5 GF 51 *1 AIGFTSIC JACS AR | TR6g ST WA GO o
IR, QST JRHCS N T e, GR-Fo = GF61 F& FACOR 5T
TR | S A (BB TR I 92, T 72, AN O S
I M TR | CTICT g g @121 SIt, IR S0z | g oot
T, GTOT ANSTT YT FTOA | (AL T ARG G-/ 2SI FTIF
G Y T | FICEL AT HIZTF AT AR T FIG DT =TT S
TR | 9B AR QAR SN SRS SRR (BB FCAREN | SR
T SIS AR G o SR Iuel MR | (78 e te [,
@ “MYAT A IZT SR I N | T 11 AW G051 ECHIe=iq
T ST SRR | g GIceis e RReTE e Ji3fes @ G
TR I251 B @51 WICd! b I2 AItd @REACR | AE=ZIeas So= ¢
SR RS S5 CweT SAAET FCH G061 72, SIS o7 I G Re—A1
TN BACT FATR | @ LR A JICOT YT T RCACR, R0 TS
AT | SIS SIRICS T | S T SR AAHNICLL T ([T SR
ETRITERl R FEEAR 89K | g SN (581 SRR qmiRiiassieT f$e
AT =TT ST T Tl T |

IETA: T G G TR THACE O 92 T2 AR FCACE] |
T NSRRGSR G618 (O (SN G2 I3 (A oo SR |




I RO TSy s T (@ GREOFHmT 30

PTITRCRT: 2T, SNCR | ST ABT G5 RFS- SR e | 168 I s
RS GIRNIK TREAIGT (ST SR |

DRHB OS]

£

b

»

1
;N
=
18
A
i

J 2N
x
&

<,

)
=
=
#
a

¢

Her 3l 9O

4

e NEZRET G- TH7-7e [RITF GINfver ST I6© Q037 I-A




90 BRFNF, FA-T6IT 018

FIEN: =TIeT A2 SN TS e SCTIbA FCACR] | (AN — (ST
ALCIHCA THCS (AR Jio* PIRECE AeE SRkE @F IFeled @
TACR, SIRE AT S (O AR OAF AT -G HIETFSIA
TR RLACR, *IC A IS Gl JLACR O S SN SIS
CT AR | (O @RI T OifN A@tel (7l I | i T
CHCNCHHINIR S FCACR] | G S0 (AT TGIFT T8 qoiea ol
FACS AR 1 G 5 qFe Ffreetat ¢ R TR foed # s
T R W2 — GT61 TG FIK AR (@R NS Zeq=?

TPTITRET: #TIeTH HIETers 3T ARG TR = =11 T, S Q2! Ao
A | AEH, @ Pracee cifrics AR | 7717 1022 @ 5
TR, A N oo SR, T K AT O N IS ICF GI612 ST
M | I (@ By e IR O I | A FICR e e, [ivy s
Tz RSy T TR SCZ | GO NN A IR | G247 FIAL I @I
I, ILCHD N, T R RIG NS VKT TS NS, SRS
W I SN BACS AR, HYL TS FA0 AR, GTICAE AT 0T
SIS AT | GBI SN Qe |
R, TS FHCOCR, BINCST IR SN ¢ (IR | A T6ig &,
AR AP E. (ORI 0o 2i@-=0@T | @ R T1=i0F i I g Il |

PTG BT SRR & G 61 SHICAFSR Toa1 qCHCR, SN
T FITHICER ey et (o= | 91 B b7 T (AT 8P ¢
AP TG SCHCE SN 0T I AT | ST FFA16 (A |
O (ACFE WA R (S AR RCACR | FANNCS SIS SN OIS
QTS 8P I | TETORFI & | g SIGI P 8T i $F 37 O
QP T | T TRHAICT TR HAIEABET ©F I O N LN T2 SRFGH
GIANE (NG | SR 1O B HIL-HABNT RIS JEATR |

AIZIN: A ML COINE RAT (T8 oo Tp?

TP T SN R 28Rt e FepR—Tee

e NGT AUTSIN O GFb! (NI AT FEBIF O (ETeoReT | &7
SRR ST AR | NN FTGH A N0 K (-2 e AR |

FEN: 3 FIN ©R? SR A= I 16g 797 |

ARG IRWRT, @B 20 ST ST I | (7 To5a™ Wi 8T
AT | e I RREIC | 907 @i TRMBT A1ewg AR |

AIZN: T S A AT I SIART AT-ABrT W1Re SIegh,
I TGS (¥ G ETICE R (Y75)-CF A1 (iR |




AT HF S Ty s M (@ G oFEemal 239

ps g - 3 . . O - . e
e e e e

G G FFE<p! 1R S0 715 M4q-I1901S Afciaae

SPTRCST: G AT (I g SToyia™ Wi ey, Sl GG
S[CRICAT | & AR CRACNI IR IFEH S (N PR, OR7F ©-8
T MG AL AR FCACR |

HIEIF: SIRC SRR IS AR 7 IT& TR Aoy AT I
(ATF O RARA?

TPTRRC: ST TOLT S S S I AN AR (AT S DI
TACS W | TRE IR G1R SR @Irel ReTd ’eetw | wie= fofy
ORCS I | OF R AT AT A '8 TSI HH AT TGRS R |

SR : AT ACORE NN GFE (O] SANCR?

TPTITECRRT: T HACeRP RIS qqIeEers s, fof IeeE=
TG PIaZDTe TR TR (35 IBWOING (ACF | e PIaRpie Y1
ST —IMGCTH SAE (FIFPT IR T | T =T * o 2 |

HIEN: LA (ST (SR SAT QaR@ Stz IR (SR S
PIIZHTE TR, @IF—NH (G, (SRIEAT R T, ST (78 AR |

APTRCF: ST (BTG S 0T W, TSN F10R PG5 FCACR |

AIETF: (ST G5 TG LA FIY-ANICIW MRS LTI CoR AR |

TR 1 cox g 1 | S¢S P @ G-I FTiReg
TG AF FST AR | SNCAF Woo! et At Sr=iifF A Jieeion!
P IS FACS AT ©f 71 | (SRS (T2 5T S | 97 AR




RN RN, FA-TOTT 018

SIFCST I 7T CIICTT FCF Slifeet S&ay-iisrara

N ST g WNee AR | qETE SN AR RIS SRS @S
IR | TR Breodls |t Picy =i g Fiekce | s
AT 88, FEpRE 2e—cToR  @NsTF W@ [
T TGO WP [y & WRE FECR | (18 STRIFHA
TN SN AT &G FoASICT (I FACS AR |

HIZNN: 01 RN, (@B N OB (SN A S5 SR |
BN ST, oI SN RCHITS! PRReTw, G ST LB @376
(& Zo colfer T Ity RIS RFRITSITe SIE] Sk N9 SR |
QSTEI A AETACI QB ARS8 (@Al G5! F=F F (e
ST @ T AW g JCE | =G, B AR 5 TS AR
I T QAT (@ ALK R (I e ez

PTITECT: SR Qw401 STORIPTR N AACRCE TS qFer
T&F TFIZ T (ol WA ARPTS!, @ G O PICARCT | (1]
TIIL @2 PIRECE ST (@ aetce 519 (40 | BRAR G376 @FF
(FEF | (FIFI-T @PF @F A AN FACOA | FIeTl AR
BEFICEY, CRINIE AR B RENRE, O AeT & QETeiee=
ARGT 1 AN ETeRA NIRRT | CIRINE S-SR
(FBSAICER Ny REAoTRI 10 JEer™ bb1 (QRCH] Zoo! | (X2 PR




T T Te TSy s TCH CAbaray R el 2399

@2 R Ol TSI ey ST G5! ARG, ERIE A
AT RCST—O1K W&y RO FN Ao ¢ T Igiiareg Jiae | (12
e A BT et ST Roas TR Of® (RSl HFee @1 @CS
AR | T2 551 1, B ZC¥ G ST IR NN | (oifer a3
ARG Y SRIF-ALH T=FG! GOICI8 (AT (AT AT |

AETH: G AL (@oT GFANY ARG (@RI 561 ',
BT QST @ & NS S, SN GO ARogy SIReeT e
N3 IRYN?

AR Y, % q0TR | TG AN ST (TS AR ST |
QEAC TR Ny A B R 8o afsgy e e
@P-FIEIT WO ATZRIAOSICT 5T SR | S 55w 5617 LT
ST T&TAT F—of SN (b2 TR | GT512 CSINTAN e | S, S
BN Z[HEC LGN COTNAT (T8 FIEBT ARSI FCH HIACR] |

SEIH: N @ SR TG, @51 SINCAR 18T Rt
ACR, SAINCAL HITT &N ST FCR, G NS ST TG
(O Vo @6 GqEIoEfers, aaeq REREE ol FEBRE
RCEBIREW FOICT YN FHCO 516 | (SN BT = N0 22




98 BRI, FA-T6TT 018

I FIELICEF GAIICA AT TGN N AT SIRPIIPCAL IRl
G FEGTF VNIRRT COTANSET IR FICIT TP (CCrCIN G

TPATRCPT: G5 &N SINCS 10T By *RT NN A &Il I
1, (S g TIANS BRCS 70F), O N0y LN (T B 07, AFER
TICRN (R — Q@ T SO T WK (IR I 1 @ -FR AT G
T T | ST T SICS CACT NIgE [l AT & I G I SRR
T STIFT W, I AoweF NG Q@RI—G5! @61 TG X | ©F
AN AN g (GHE WINITTRT, SN R/ e e ==l
AT AN FI0R (ARITS AR — IR S TR |

HIETF: HAICAR AN I SN (AT AT 12 2—9abl ¢of
AFFFIET W ARG (@R Tl Ao, Kol ARpCo,
AT ST "MSIME (6 (6 AFCoq—OR- (T FCH AR
FACSH, AETACI ST [oSq 561 FIC, (GI61 (ST AT (AT
T2 T PIcafze, qq I BT IHICF SR 551 [0, ETHIE (SR
TR FOLL ARACN?

TATRCET: F2 T 052 0T AR “RISFICET Sl (6
MCS AN | g ACens Wy g (g SRR, @NT—BAT =T
SIGR ST F1e A2 FRId SIe&y (g SR (7U0s A1) Q=TT
ATRITOSICT STAR BbT AT A W& SRR LS (AR AR Q@R
AF g SN @A JATS A 91 | RRE W WeT 2 O Wl o
TERETET FCACR | G, SIS (AT ASTCF G FILAR N ST




TFTCACR G R TSy s e Cabarag R ool :39¢

G SNPICS NN (O NG TFIRFNIT Q12 FICRT NENT SIpIAT

TRTT5T ST (AICS AR—bH+0r SISl (AT FOIT (18 F7ghe i
AR LIRGT TSN FICT BT AR —O! SN IS AR |

SIZN: =TT HIRTE A AT 8 AR AT FA g =0
ST @ FAST SN (TS AR | AT FNF N W—GFE T, GFE
2T BB AR TSR AR, TR NEA ATC S
GFE TS AN 2o T A |

PTG 20, OB =R |

AENH: O (ST AN SRR R/ T=CF SIS 51T |

TR : SNICAR P (I 1T (2, 7171 G- e 1 ZeT
(ST 1 FACS AR AT |

AIEIH: AT I RIS TS g &Fcs 512 | e
TGRS SRR ey F=10F (SINIE wioTs 52

TRAITECT: S T4 I SR AGIHFT FICS B FAR TSHSIIG
TG G, O WIEYRE GNP SEaie =N (0F TGN
BE G R QOTCRA | 96 SN SHIF 1N, S FAICH SR | 8fF
JIET BHIR SITS SATHT N SIS | SRS Spes I CI7F FI-0
FICIM | T ST Spey T TRl RegRMaey et o Keeliq
T PIaZBTe FICS (910 | AT S 54T '8 Rl Q2% S w3 a9
T IR | TR R LAV Jo B AP gRe SR | Fi=1
FICAIR 058 I TN V0= | W SN FI 1031 M =219 |




RW RN, GA-TBTIT 038

AZIF: SRNE G W AT e S 561 FI0eq O 2@
R e & | BT Ficg sfHie Frw N | e eNmR
NI GB!I SR |

AR W07 | NI PR [FSYCad AN AT N G561
TG O NEARE™ | BF Bl ReaRwsieTen ey s 82000
RSB AT & T’ | ATSDIFICET I TR CTIAFIR = ToTer
IR RCATRCE | TSN G151 S BF© RCACR, GTRIT 'S iAoy
@ =R |

HIZH: A LM S FOEO] | FOER©] |

NI & @ |

SAFFIRT I AR SR 5T TR 2020 | FF: (XICH W6 QY ST, ST



@ S, TRAT 5-33 SReR T-To0Te 2038
Vol. 18, No. 21-22 BHABANAGARA June-December 2024

et
SIRFYITL SR AR TGP ¢o00™N HFRAS BT

SN G TP 2038
¢frex 58 59

Report

On the occasion of the S00th session anniversary of revival of
songs of the Charyapada by Spiritual Seekers

Charyapada Revival Festival 2024

Gautam Chandra Barman



Abstract

The Charyapada, a spiritual and literary heritage of Bengali culture, originated
in 6th-12th century in Bengal. Key poets like Kahnapa and Birupa contributed
to its development at the Somapura Mahavihara. Over time, Charyapada
evolved into a cultural tradition, spreading across South Asia, though it
gradually faded from folk culture and became limited to academic study.

In 2014, the Vabnagar Foundation organized the traditional Baul-
Fakirs of the country to adapt Charyapada songs aiming at revival of the
Charyapada through the Bhabanagara Sadhusongo in Dhaka, reintroducing
its musical, spiritual, and performative elements. This initiative has led to
widespread recognition, with performances in Bangladesh and abroad and
training programs for students.

The Charyapada Revival Festival 2024 marked the 500th Sessions of the
Bhabanagara Sadhusongo holding every Wednesday of the week. Celebrated
from May 8 to10, 2024, the three-day event featured musical performances,
workshops, and academic seminars. It celebrated the Charyapada’s history
and its relevance today, with scholars and the practitioners offering insights
into its cultural significance.

The festival reinforced the Charyapada’s enduring importance,
encouraging a deeper connection to Bengali identity and mysticism. It
showcased the power of the Charyapada to inspire artistic and spiritual
exploration locally and globally.

On May 1, 2024, Professor Masahiko Togawa from the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies attended the 500th session of Bhabanagara Sadhusongo,
organized by Vabnagar Foundation. He remarked, “I am very happy
to be present on this stage for the special 500th session of Bhabanagara
Sadhusongo. I, too, am a seeker of spiritual understanding, still standing
on this path with much further to go. Whenever I have time, I come to
Bangladesh from Japan. When I am in Dhaka, I come to this stage, as
listening to your songs brings me joy and fulfillment.”

In contrast, at the opening ceremony of the Charyapada Revival Festival
2024, Professor Rebecca J. Manring, Vice President of the American Institute
of Bangladesh Studies, shared her thoughts as the chief guest, saying,
“Attending this event, I had the opportunity to hear Charyapada songs for
the first time. Listening to your Charya songs has brought me immense joy.
I truly appreciated it and could feel the essence of Charyapada. I extend my
gratitude to the Baul-Fakir singers of Charyapada in Bangladesh.”
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Notes On Contributors

Makoto Kitada is an Associate professor (Urdu) at Graduate School
of Languages and Cultures, Osaka University, Japan. He studied
linguistics and Indology at Tokyo and Halle Universities. Makoto
Kitada was a research fellow of the Eastern Institute, Tokyo. He
Received a Ph.D. from Martin-Luther University (Halle, Germany)
under the guidance of Prof. Rahul Peter Das. His research interests
are South Asian languages and literature, such as Urdu, Bengali,
and Sanskrit. Deciple of H. Amit Roy in Sitar and Sarod. He plays
Hindustani music (Sarod) and is interested in the musical aspect
of oral literature. His major publication is The Body of the Musician:
An Annotated Translation and Study of the Pindotpatti-prakarana of
Sarngadeva’s Sangitaratnakara (2012).

Eva Lekareva is a PhD student of Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and an assistant at the Department of
Indian Philology, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, Saint-Petersburg
State University, Russia. Her academic interest lies in the field of Bengali
literature, especially the reflection of the Indian liberation movement
in Bengali literature, and some aspects of Bengali language. Her PhD
dissertation is dedicated to the philological analysis of the poems
comprising the anthology of the ancient Bengali manuscript “Charyagiti”
and its translation into Russian.

Lu Mengqi, Bengali name *1®, female, from Anhui, China, head of
Bengali Language Department, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies. She has attended the 18th Asia University Presidents
Forum on behalf of the school and was named “Outstanding
Undergraduate Tutor of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies” and “Outstanding Undergraduate Thesis Instructor of
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies”. She studied Bengali
at the Communication University of China with a bachelor’s
degree, and graduated with a master’s degree in foreign linguistics
and applied linguistics from CUC. She is also a reserve talent for
international journalism at the CUC. In 2018, as an intern reporter
at the Asia-Pacific Center of People’s Daily, she published more
than ten signed articles in People’s Daily and People’s Internet.
Many Chinese media reprinted her article.
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Timothy Rice retired as professor of ethnomusicology at the UCLA
Herb Alpert School of Music. He was born in 1945 in the USA.
He is reputed for his special works on the traditional music of
the Balkans, especially from the Slavic-speaking nations of
Bulgaria and Macedonia. He has contributed a lot in the field
of ethnomusicology in diverse ways, such as, editing the journal
Ethnomusicology (1981 1984), acting as President of the Society
for Ethnomusicology (2003 2005), and serving on the Executive
Board of the International Council for Traditional Music (2007-
2013). He is the author of May it F#l/ Your Soul: Excperiencing Bulgarian
Music (Chicago, 1994) and Music in Bulgaria: Experiencing Mustt,
Expressing Culture (Oxford, 2004) as well as numerous articles in
major journals. In terms of research themes, he has written on
musical cognition, politics and music, meaning and music, mass
media, music teaching and learning, and theory and method in
ethnomusicology, including a book entitled Ethnomusicology: A
Very Short Introduction (Oxford, 2014). He was founding co-editor
of the ten-volume Garland Encyclopedia of World Music and co-
edited Volume 8, Europe.

Nurunnabi Shanto is a Bangladeshi short fiction writer, essayist
and translator. He works for protection on Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Bangladesh. His published books of short-fiction
are Gramey Procholito Golpo (2009), Raasta (2011), Megher Oparey
Akash (2014), Priyo Dusswopno (2016) and Morar Matha (2022). His
Prantokotha is the collection of his selected newspaper articles.
He is the co-author of Food Consumption of Baul Communities in
Bangladesh — towards the goal of zero hunger. His translation works
include Interpreting Folklore by Alan Dundes, Call Me Dr. Bhai by
Kate Dey, When Ganga Becomes Padda by Kazi Khaleed Ashrat and
The Songs of Monomohan Dutto. He is honorary Executive Director
of Bhabanagara Foundation and works as Joint Director of
Dushtha Shasthya Kendra (DSK), a non-government organization
to promote quality of life of the slum dwellers, climate vulnerable
and forcefully displaced communities.

Akhteruzzaman Elias, (1943-1997) novelist, short story writer of
Bangladesh. Though not a voluminious writer, with only two
novels and twenty-two short stories to his credit, Akhteruzzaman
is considered as one of the foremost fiction writers of Bangladesh.
His two novels are Chilekothar Sepai (1987) and Kboyabnama (1996),
while his short stories have been anthologized in Anyaghare Anyasuar
(1976), Khonyari (1982), Dudbbhate Utpat (1985), Dojakher Om
(1989). He also has a collection of 22 essays, Sangskrtir Bhanga
Setu (1997), published posthumously. Elias’ insight into the subtle
nuances of human nature, his use of physical and psychological
details, his keen sense of wit and humour, his sarcasm at hypoctisy,
his critical knowledge of history and politics and its objective,
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acesthetic articulation in the novels and short stories have earned
for him an eminent stature in Bangla Literature. Among the
several awards Akhteruzzaman Elias received were Humayun
Kabir Smriti Puraskar (1977), Bangla Academy Sahitya Puraskar
(1983), Alaol Sahitya Puraskar (1987), Ananda Puraskar (1996).
Sa’dat Ali Akhand Puraskar (1996), Kazi Mahbubullah Gold Medal
(1996), and Ekushey Sahitya Padak (1999, posthumous). Some
of his works have been translated into several foreign languages.
Chilekothar Sepai has been rendered into a film.

Matthew D. Rich, is a PhD candidate in Anthropology at the University
of Chicago. He is in the final stages of writing his dissertation
on language and national identity among the Khasi people of
Northeastern Bangladesh based on 3 years of fieldwork in Maulvi
Bazar, Sylhet. He is also at work translating Akhteruzzaman Elias’s
first novel, Rooftop Soldiet, as well poetry from Binay Mazumdar’s
final volume The Hospital Poems. A translation of Elias’s short
story “Renkor”, along with a substantial critical essay by Matthew on
it, are currently under review by the journal Modern Asian Studies.

Masahiko Togawa is Professor, Research Institute for Languages and
Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies,
Japan. He has written several books and papers on religion and
society in West Bengal and Bangladesh. He is the author of Ax
Abode of the Goddess: Kingship, Caste, and Sacrificial Organigation in
a Bengal Village; Synkyon ni Kousurn Seija (The Saint who resists
‘Religion’, in Japanese); Syncretism Revisited: Hindus and Muslims over a
Saintly Cult in Bengal (Numen); Womsen within the Hierarchy (Journal of
the Japanese Association for South Asian Studies), and co-editor
of Gram Bangla: Itibas, Samaji o Artniti (in Bengali). He is a member
of the executive board of the Japanese Association for South Asian
Studies (JASAS). Dr. Togawa has used local languages to approach
a wide variety of cultural anthropology topics in the Bengal region
of South A Interested in Indian society and culture since his
years as a student, Dr. Togawa went on to make Bengal, India the
focus of his academic research. Later, when he was selected to
participate in the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (MEXT) Student Dispatch System to Asian
Countries, he studied abroad and carried out field research in
India as part of his doctorate studies. He lived in West Bengal for
approximately five years during which he observed village societies
on-site and completed his doctorate dissertation. After returning to
Japan, Dr. Togawa summarized his findings as a Special Researcher
(PD) in the Research Fellowship for Young Scientists within the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. He then went on to
shift his main research site to Bangladesh and verify his findings in
West Bengal by comparing them with diverse South Asian society
and the Islam world. This new endeavor sought to take existing
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research on Indian society that had traditionally centered around
Hinduism and reinterpret it from an Islam perspective. One could
say he also aimed to bring together an interdisciplinary network
of researchers and establish cross-regional research methods. Dr.
Togawa then turned his focus to the development of a structure
that would facilitate joint, interdisciplinary research that moved
beyond specific fields, as well as compiling the results of this
research. He formed a joint research group comprised of local
researchers in multiple regions, including Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh and Nepal. His goal was to bring together both
domestic and international researchers from different regions and
fields of specialization to compare social structures and verify
issues in Indian Muslim society and Bangladeshi Hindu society,
both of which are religious minorities.sia that extends from West
Bengal, India as far as Bangladesh. His work secks to establish
new perspectives and methods in traditional research on regional
society. Dr. Togawa plans to continue this unique research with the
aim of bringing about a paradigm shift in cultural anthropology;
from existing methodology that has tended to focus on micro-
level research to methods that position and understand regions in
their macro-level cultural context, and from a current framework
for regional research constrained by individual countries and
languages to one that facilitates comparison and analysis beyond
specific regions and fields.

Saymon Zakaria is a prominent playwright of Bangladesh. He

presented his plays at the University of Chicago, USA on
2012, and the SAARC Literature festival at Agra, India. The
University of Chicago and Calcutta University received his plays
for their academic curriculum. Among his original writings the
Liberation War related play Shuru Kori Bhumir Naame [In the name
of our land]” was published in 1997 from the young writers’
project of Bangla Academy. Some of his plays were published
in distinguished literary journals of Bangladesh and West Bengal,
India. His dance-drama ‘Hritw-Obhijan (The Journey of seasons)’
was staged. His plays .4 New Testament of Romeo and Juliet, Kobi (Poet),
Bidogdho Danar Projapoti (I\/Ietamorphosls) and Molua were staged as
a part of producing plays in the Honours and Masters exams of
the department of Theatre and Music of Dhaka University, the
department of Drama and Music of Rajshahi University, and the
the department of Theatre and Performance Studies of Jatiya Kabi
Kazi Nazrul Islam University. Besides, his plays Na Noyramoni,
Binodini, Shurn Kori Bhumir Naame, Molua, Proggaparomita, Kobi and Sitar
Agniporikkba were staged by Dhaka Theatre, Bodhon theatre
(Kushtia), Shabdabali Group Theatre (Barishal), Shamakal
Nattayachakra (Rajshahi), Ananda Nattaydal (Dhaka), Palakar
(Dhaka) and Shadhana (Dhaka). Several of his plays were recently
published in his Natksongroho 1% and 2" Volume [compilations
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of creative plays of Saymon Zakaria] Dhaka 2010). He is
internationally recognized for his ethnographic field-surveys that
relate to Intangible Cultural Heritage. A scholar of Bangladeshi
folklore, he wrote a doctoral dissertation titled “The Traditional
Theater in Bangladesh: Content and Mode of Language”. Besides
writing plays, he has conducted ethnographic field surveys related
to Intangible Cultural Heritage. He has delivered academic lectures
on language, literature, and culture to the University of Chicago,
the University of Pennsylvania, the University of California (Santa
Barbara), the University of Washington, the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies, and the Sapientia-Hungarian University of
Transylvania. Additionally, he has attended and conducted various
workshops in France, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Kyrgyz Republic, Nepal,
Philippines and different regions of India. He 1s currently Assistant
Director of the Bangla Academy. His books include Pronomobi
Bongomata: Indigenons Cultural Forms of Bangladesh; Prachin Banglar
Buddho Natok [The Buddbist Theatre in Ancient Bengal]; Bangladesher
Lokonatok: Bisoy o Angik-Boychittra [Folk-Theatre in Bangladesh:
Variation of Content and Phenomenon]. He has co-edited, with Keith
Cantu, Carol Salomon’s City of Mirrors: Songs of Lalan Sai (Oxtord
University Press, 2017). He received Bangla Academy Literary
Award 2019. He is Deputy Director of the Bangla Academy in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. Saymon Zakatia was born on 3™ December
1972 in Kushtia, Bangladesh.

Gautam Chandra Barman is a dedicated researcher and practitioner
in the fields of traditional drama, culture, and folklore. With
academic credentials in Theatre and Performance Studies from
Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University, he has developed a strong
foundation in applied theatre and performance, contributing
to various cultural projects. Gautam has actively participated
in workshops focused on folklore and cultural safeguarding,
including the 5th International Folklore Workshop at Bangla
Academy, training in Television Drama Production Techniques
from the National Institute of Mass Communication, and an
online workshop on ICH Inventorying and Safeguarding with
Shadhona. His commitment to cultural preservation is evident
through his involvement with the literary organization Lalmonirhat
Sahitya Sanskriti Sangsad, where he engages in promoting and
documenting Bengali heritage. With a passion for traditional arts,
Gautam brings expertise, sincerity, and a deep sense of social
responsibility to his work, making him a valuable contributor to
the fields of cultural studies and folklore. His efforts are aimed at
both academic and community enrichment, helping to preserve
and celebrate the cultural diversity of Bangladesh.








