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ON THE APPLICABILITY OF THE PRINCIPLES  
OF THE "BLUE ECONOMY" TO THE DEVELOPMENT  

OF THE NORTHERN SEA ROUTE  

Abstract. The possibility of using the principles of the "blue economy" for the devel-
opment of the Northern Sea Route (NSR) and, through it, the entire Arctic Zone of the Russian 
Federation (AZRF) is being studied. In particular, the texts of Russian doctrinal documents 
on the development strategy of the NSR and the AZRF are analyzed for the presence of pro-
visions in them that correspond to the principles of the "blue economy". The two most im-
portant components of the course aimed at the transition of the NSR to the "blue economy" 
model are considered – the renewal and further development of port infrastructure both in the 
NSR waters and in the estuaries of the rivers leading to it, and the reduction of marine pollu-
tion from ships using this route (including within the framework of the implementation of the 
International Maritime Organization’s Polar Code). It is concluded that, despite the non-
recognition of the "blue economy" concept at the official level and its absence in strategic 
documents on the development of the NSR/AZRF, in fact, this concept is gradually taking 
root in the practical activities of the Russian state and business in this area. 

Keywords: blue economy, sustainable development, Northern Sea Route, Arctic Zone 
of the Russian Federation, Polar Code implementation, port infrastructure. 
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