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Family and Partnership

the importance of promoting family com-
munication and adolescent”s emotional links
at home. It is also important that schools
work jointly with families to improve fam-
ily satisfaction and the student’s academic
performance.

5931

Love in the digital age: An investi-
gation of partner-related facebook
use

Esra Elmas Oktem Maltepe University,
Turkey

The purpose of the study was to measure
how relationship satisfaction and attachment
style were related to partner-related Facebook
use with the aim of exploring individual’s
partner-related Facebook use on a Turkish
sample. 336 participants; who are between the
ages 20—40, in a romantic relationship cur-
rently, have a FB account and have a romantic
partner who has a FB account; participated in
the study. Besides the informed consent form;
Demographic Information Form, Relationship
Assessment Scale (RAS) to measure romantic
relationship satisfaction, Experiences in Close
Relationships- Revised (ECR-R) to measure
adult attachment style and Partner-related
Facebook Use Scale (PRFU) to evaluate differ-
ent dimensions of partner-related FB use were
utilized for this study. It was hypothesized that
relationship satisfaction will be predicted by
partner-related FB use. It was stated that attach-
ment styles, gender and relationship-related
demographic variables will be related to
partner-related FB use. Similar to expectation,
relationship satisfaction was predicted by some
dimensions of partner-related FB use. Also,
attachment styles and relationship-related
demographic variables; total number of rela-
tionships and relationship status; were related
to partner-related FB use. Specifically, more
numbers of total relationships, being married
and avoidant attachment was related to lower
usage of partner-related FB. On the other
hand, anxious attachment was related to higher
levels of partner-related FB use. Contrary to
expectations, there was no difference between
men and women. The findings were discussed
and clinical implications were made for the
researchers and clinicians.
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Communication barriers and facil-
itators that influence in couple
interaction

Gerardo Benjamin Tonatiuh
Villanueva-Orozco National Autonomous
University of Mexico, Mexico
Communication as an exchange process of
verbal and non-verbal messages (C. Hendrick
& S. Hendrick, 2000; Kimble et al., 2002;
Nina, 1991; Pearson, 1993; Shannon, 1948;
Satir, 1984; Watzlawick, Beavin & Jackson,
1991) involves two important aspects: Previous
thoughts (cognition) before emitting messages

and the behavior that is used to emit the mes-
sage (Baxter & Braithwaite, 2008; C. Hendrick
& S. Hendrick, 2000). Previous research has
found that negative interactions affect differ-
ent areas in couple relationships (e.g. Duran,
2012; Stanley, Markman & Whitton, 2002);
therefore, it is important to know what cogni-
tive and behavioral aspects from the commu-
nication process influence the development of
negative couple interactions in both men and
women. 350 volunteers participated (45.6%
men, 54.4% women), with an average age of
38.59 years (SD=11.77), who had lived with
their couple for at least a year. Four scales
from the Couple Communication Inventory
(Villanueva, 2012) were applied: The Com-
munication Barriers and Facilitators Scale, the
Personal Communication Style Scale, and from
the Interaction Communication Scale the Neg-
ative Competitive Interaction and Equitable
Interaction factors were used. By means of a
linear regression, results show that whenever
men and women perceive negative characteris-
tics/attitudes from their partner such as annoy-
ance, mistreatment, bad mood, among other,
the interaction becomes a negative competi-
tion. Results also suggest that in the absence
of such attitudes the interaction becomes equa-
tive. On the other hand, when a woman
believes that her couple does not complement
her, the interaction becomes more competi-
tive; contrary to men, who think that whenever
their couple complements them the interaction
becomes more equative. Therefore, in order to
improve the interaction, people should avoid
negative attitudes/characteristics and promote
complementing each other as a couple.

Co-authors:

e Mirna Garcia-Mendez — National Autono-
mous University of Mexico — MX

e Sofia Rivera-Aragon — National Autono-
mous University of Mexico — MX

e Pedro Wolfgang Velasco-Matus — National
Autonomous University of Mexico — MX
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Family adaptation and cohesion in
families with child suffering with
type 1 diabetes

Nadezhda F. Mikhailova (1), Anastasia
Krasko (1) 1. St. Petersburg State Univer-
sity, Russia

In this study family cohesion and adaptation
in families where child suffers with first type
diabetes were analyzed. The sample consists of
23 mothers, 4 fathers and 21 adolescents. Par-
ticipants were asked to pass the following
surveys: method of diagnosis of the atti-
tude to the child’s illness (DOBR; Kagan,
Zhuravleva), the scale of perceived stress-10
(ShVS-10), validated by Ababkov, the Big-5
method (for parents) or Trier questionnaire (for
adolescents), the questionnaire "Parent- child
interaction (VRR)» by Markovskaya, Lazarus
coping test, questionnaire «Scale of family

adaptation and cohesion (FACES-3 Question-
naire/Olson test)», a questionnaire of everyday
stress and stressors associated with diabetes.
The study showed that the child’s illness
affects every family members’, including the
patient himself and his parents, but also family
functioning in general. Type 1 diabetes influ-
ences the whole family system, which has to
encounter such problem. Specific stress deter-
minates family functioning. Family cohesion,
according to parents, was under the impact
of diabetes-related stressors, experienced by
themselves. Moreover, stressors experienced
by their child influenced family cohesion,
according to parents. Diabetes-related stres-
sors determinates family cohesion according
to adolescents’ rates, as well as stress, per-
ceived by their parents. Different stressors,
experienced by adolescents, became predictors
of family adaptation according to their own
rates, as well as several parents’ stressors.
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The mediating role of work-family
balance between marital relation-
ship satisfaction and happiness
Ppudah Ki South Korea

The purpose of this study is to investigate
whether the work-family balance mediates the
relation between marital relationship satisfac-
tion and happiness for husbands and wives both
working. Marital relationship satisfaction can
affect the level of happiness. For couples both
working, how beneficial they perceive with
regards to making the work-family balance
can mediate the path from marital relationship
satisfaction to happiness. How satisfied they
are in their relationship can positively influence
their work-family balance, and in turn how
well they manage their work-family life can
affect their happiness. These structural rela-
tions are analyzed in this study. Especially,
because husbands and wives are in a special
relationship heavily affecting each other, this
study examines the actor effect and the partner
effect using the Actor-Partner Interdependence
Model (APIM). The Panel Study on Korean
Children (PSKC) data were utilized for this
study. Three waves from 7th wave to 9th wave
of the data were utilized to explore longitu-
dinal dyadic relations (N =1670). The results
showed that the work-family balance medi-
ated the relations between marital relationship
satisfaction and happiness for both wives and
husbands. Also, there were both actor and part-
ner effects among marital relationship satis-
faction, work-family balance, and happiness
for both wives and husbands, except the part-
ner effect of husband’s martial relationship
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