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MOGHUL  KHANS  FROM  MURAQQA  
TA V R-I SAL N-I K SHGHAR. PART I [1] 

Abstract. The article introduces a reader to a small handwritten album of miniatures in the Persian style (muraqqa‘), most 
likely originating from Kashgaria (modern XUAR of the PRC) and currently stored in the manuscript fund of the Malek National 
Library and Museum in Tehran (IRI). The album contains eight miniature portraits of the “Sultans of Kashgar” (i. e., rulers of 
Mughulistan (Eastern Chaghatay Khanate) and later Daulat-i Mughuliya (Yarkand Khanate)) of the 9th—10th / 15th—
16th centuries, including such famous khans as Shir Muhammad Khan, Sultan Mahmud Khan, Sham-i Jahan Khan, and Naqsh 
Jahan Khan. The portraits are not set in chronological order. One miniature depicts prince Sufi Sultan, the ruler of Kashgar, who, 
judging by the entry on the first page of the album, is the customer of the manuscript. The authors of the article offer their own 
attribution of some portraits, where the depicted personality seem not so obvious. The publication of miniatures is accompanied, if 
possible, by a detailed historical commentary, as well as by the description of the portrait itself, with special attention to the clothes 
and ammunition of the depicted person. 

Keywords: muraqqa‘, miniature, portrait, Kashgar, Eastern Chagatay Khanate, Moghul, khan, sultan, weapons, costume, 
status 
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The manuscript fund of Malek National Library and Mu-
seum (Tehran, IRI) owns a small, but rather interesting, 
in terms of its content, manuscript titled Ta v r-i 
Sal n-i K shghar (“Portraits of the Sultans of 
Kashgar”, No. 5927, 15 pp.). The manuscript is an album 
of miniatures (muraqqa ) containing the portraits of 
a new Moghul rulers. According to the framed Arabic 
inscription following the basmala on the first page of the 

manuscript, the portraits were made “by the highest 
command of the Shadow of God on Earth, His Highness 
Sul n f -kh n, may All h perpetuate his rule”. Based 
on this report, the muraqqa  was made in the second half 
of the 10th / second half of the 16th century, when 

f -sul n ruled (see below). The album consists of five 
folios with eight portraits of Moghul rulers (i. e., khans 
of Mugh list n and Mugh liya in 9th—10th / 15th—
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16th centuries). The portraits are signed: at the bottom of 
each miniature there is a name of a khan, and at the top 
there is an explanatory phrase, a slogan, or a title. In 

some cases, the attribution is conjectural; it can be as-
sumed that some miniatures may depict the rulers of 
Kashgar (as a part of Mugh list n). 

Portrait of Sul n f -kh n [2]

According to the available sources, there was no khan 
of Mugh list n or Mugh liya with such name. Presumably, 
the depicted person is Ibr m-sul n, known as f -sul n. 
According to Ba r al-asr r f  man qib al-akhy r (“

”) by 
Ma m d b. W l , T r kh-i K shghar (“

”), and T r kh-i Sh h-Ma m d b. Mirz  F il
Chur s (“

T r kh-i Chur s”), he was the 
fourth son of ‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n and Ch -
ch k-kh nim [3], a daughter of a Qazaq Chingizid 
Adik-sul n (848—908 / and a niece of 
a Moghul ruler Sul n Sa d-kh n and was a ak m of 
Kashgar [4]. It should be noted that Ma m d b. W l 's re-
mark that “the historians did not mention a word about Sufi 

Sultan” [5] is incorrect, since sh h-Ma m d Chur s 
( ) gives some 
information about him: “Sufi-Sultan was a prince of hand-
some appearance and domineering. The narrow-minded 
people recognized him as a worthy [ruler]” [6]. In another 
place, he writes: “Sufi Sultan was a handsome, eloquent 
and courageous prince, but at the same time arrogance and 
pride were mixed in the core of his nature” [7]. When his 
elder brother ‘Abd al-Kar m-kh n (966—999 / 

ascended the throne in 966/1559, he gave 
Yang - i r to f -sul n. From 980/1572 until his death, 

f -sul n ruled Kashgar. At the end of his life, he became 
blind [8]. Oleg Akimushkin, based on Jal s al-musht q n 
(“ ”), indicates that 

f -sul n died ca. 996/1588 in Kashgar [9]. 

The miniature depicts a white-bearded man of ven-
erable age, of Mongoloid appearance, standing 
half-turned, with his right side to the viewer. He is wear-
ing two long robes. The lower dressing gown is green, 
with a long narrow sleeve and a light lining, clearly visi-
ble on the lapels on the right side below and along the 
central line of the fastener, made in the form of a row of 

small buttons from neck to waist; the man has a narrow 
belt with a metal (?) clasp. The overcoat is brown, with-
out a fastener, with long folding sleeves with a slit for 
the arm at shoulder level; decorated, presumably, with 
gold decor, in shoulder area and along the bottom line. 
The man has red boots with heels. He is holding 
a cane [10]. 

Portrait of Rash d-kh n b. A mad-kh n

Presumably the depicted person is ‘Abd 
al-Rash d-kh n, the grandson of A mad-kh n (known as 
Alacha-kh n), the son of Sul n Sa d-kh n 

. His full name is Abu-l-Mu affar ‘Abd al-Rash d 
b. Sul n Sa d. He was the ruler of Mugh liya from 

/ July 1533 to 967/1559 [11]. According to 
T r kh-i Rash d  (“ ”), ‘Abd 
al-Rash d-kh n was born in 915/1509–10, and his 
mother “was a commoner and was made the [khan's] 
wife to serve him” [12], 

 The name ‘Abd 
al-Rash d was given to him by the famous Timurid, the 
founder of the Mughal Empire in India, the writer and 
historian ah r al-D n B bur (887—937 / 

). For some time, a baby, the very young 
‘Abd al-Rash d and his mother were held captive by the 
Uzbek ruler Mu ammad Shayban -kh n (ca. 855—916 / 

). After being released from captivity, the 
boy was placed under the care of Hab ba Sul n-kh nim, 

the sister of Mirz  Mu ammad- aydar Dughl t (904—
958 / ) and the wife of Sul n Sa d-kh n. 
Am r G r  B rl s and ‘Al  M rak B rl s ( ) 
were his t beks (guardians), and the learned Persian 
Mawl n  Mu ammad Sh r z  taught him to read and 
write. His martial arts teacher was Mirz  
Mu ammad- aydar Dughl t [13] who colourfully de-
scribes his pupil in T r kh-i Rash d : ‘Abd 
al-Rash d-kh n, 
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-

The anonymous author of T r kh-i K shghar, in 
turn, writes the following: ‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n 

Perhaps this assessment is influenced by the author of 
T r kh-i Rash d . 

Until the age of thirteen, ‘Abd al-Rash d had lived 
next to his father in Yarkand. In 928/1521–2, together 
with Mu ammad Qirghiz ( ), he was 
sent to rule Mugh list n and the Qirghiz, but soon “be-
cause of the attacks of the Qazaqs and the hostile attitude 
of the Qirghiz” he returned to his father and was ap-
pointed the ruler of Aqsu [17]. There, according to 
Sh h-Ma m d Chur s, he remained from 930/1523–4 to 
940/1533–4 [18]. ‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n, accompanied by

Mirz  Mu ammad- aydar, led one of the Moghul cam-
paigns in Balur [19]. For his exploits in the fight against 
the Qalmaq, he was titled a gh z  (a fighter for the 
Faith) [20]. After the death of his father in 

/ July 1533, ‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n ascended the 
throne in Yarkand [21]. Having come to power, he had 
the l sbek Sayy d-Mu ammad-m rz  ( ) and 
his foster brother ‘Ali Sayy d ( ), relatives of 
Mirz  Mu ammad- aydar Dughl t, killed [22]. Mirz  
Mu ammad- aydar, trying to justify his pupil, writes: 
‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n himself, by his nature, 

‘Abd al-Rash d-kh n changed the policy of the former 
Moghul khans and started to fight with the Qazaqs and 
Kyrgyz in alliance with the Shibanids. He died in 
967/1559–60 at the age of fifty-two [24]. Other 
sources indicate other dates of his death; however, 
Akimushkin finds them erroneous [25]. Ma m d 
b. W l  in Ba r al-asr r reports that ‘Abd 
al-Rash d-kh n had nine sons and two daughters [26] 
According to T r kh-i Chur s and T r kh-i K shghar, 
he had twelve sons [27]. 

The miniature depicts a beardless young man of 
Mongoloid appearance. He stands half-turned, left side 
to the viewer. He is wearing two long robes. The under-
robe is green, with a long narrow sleeve and a light lin-
ing, clearly visible on the lapels along the centre line of 
the fastener. The clasp is made in the form of a row of 
small buttons from neckline to waist. The top button is 

undone, and the neck of the red shirt is peeking out. The 
robe is belted with a narrow belt with a metal (?) clasp. 
A dark brown robe with long folding sleeves is thrown 
over the khan's shoulders over a green robe. The top robe 
does not have a fastener but is decorated with yellow 
(presumably gold) embroidery. The man is in red boots 
with heels, holding a cane. 

Portrait of Isanbuq -kh n / Isan-Bugh -kh n

According to T r kh-i Rash d  by Mirz  Mu ammad-
aydar, Isan-Bugh -kh n was the younger son of 

Ways-kh n (
) [28] and ruled Mugh list n from 837/1433–4 

to 867/1462–3 [29] According to Akimushkin, he became 
khan a little earlier, ca. 833/1429–30 [30] The headquarters 
of Isan-Bugh -kh n was Aqsu. He undertook campaigns 
against Sayram, Turkestan, Tashkent and Andijan, fought 
against Timurid Ab  Sa d-mirz  (827—873 / 

), resisted the attempts of his brother Yun s-kh n 

(818—892 / 
) to take the throne of Mugh list n with the help of 

Ab  Sa d-mirz . He was that very khan of Mugh list n 
who accepted Kiray (828—878 / 1 ) and J nib k 
(831—884 / ), the descendants of Ur s-kh n 
(

), and gave them the Q z b sh  
area in the western part of his realm. Over time, this led to 
the emergence of the Qazaq Khanate [31]. 

The miniature depicts the khan as a young man of 
Mongoloid appearance, with a short black beard; he stands 
half-turned, right side to the viewer. He is wearing two 
long robes, the underrobe being slightly longer and having 
long, narrow sleeves and a green lining, clearly visible on 
the lapels on the right side below and along the centre line 

of the fastener. The overcoat is brown, with short sleeves 
and a clasp in the form of a row of small, presumably gold, 
buttons from neck to waist; it has gold (?) decoration and 
has a white lining clearly visible on the lapels on the sides 
below and along the centre line of the fastener. The khan 
wears black heeled boots. The khan is depicted wearing 
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a ceremonial combat sash adorned with large decorative, 
presumably gold plaques, which marks his high social 
status. On the belt hangs a sabre in a scabbard covered 
with green material (presumably velvet). The scabbard is 
suspended by two hanging straps; the mouth, the clips and 
the tip of the scabbard seem to be gold; judging by colour, 
the crosspiece and pommel of the sabre hilt are also gilded. 
At the top of the handle there is a lanyard with a silk tassel. 
The sabre is of the qilich / qilij type, with a slightly curved 
blade and a handle slightly curved towards the blade [32]. 
The length of such a sabre reached one meter [33]. 

A quiver with arrows decorated with an ornament is de-
picted on the khan's belt. Quivers of this type were com-
mon among the Turkic-Mongolian and Iranian peoples 
since the 15th century. They were made of leather, covered 
with fabric (most often velvet) and for noble warriors em-
broidered with silk, gold, and silver threads [34]. The 
given quiver is most likely sheathed in dark blue velvet 
and embroidered with silk or gold threads. There is no im-
age of a sadaq (bowcase), but, most likely, it is on the belt 
on the left invisible side [35]. In his right hand, the khan is 
holding a cane. 

Portrait of Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n

According to T r kh-i Rash d , Sh r-Mu ammad-
kh n was a son of Mu ammad-kh n (

) [36]. He ruled Mugh list n 
from 824/1421–2 to 828/1424–5 [37]. Mirz  Mu-

ammad- aydar indicates that he became an independ-
ent khan after the death of his father, adding that “his 
times were calm, and the people prospered” [38]. How-
ever, according to earlier sources, after the death of 
Mu ammad-kh n, Uways-kh n, a son of Sh r- Al -
ughl n ( ca ), managed to seize the Moghul 
throne [39], thus causing discord between him and his 
uncle Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n. According to Abd 
al-Razz q Samarqand  (816—887 / ), in 

/ July 1420 Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n left 
Mugh list n for Timurid Ul ghb k's (796—853 / 

) Samarkand. Even though the latter re-
ceived him well, arranged a feast in his honour, and “dis-

tinguished [the Moghuls] with luxurious robes and nu-
merous gifts”, Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n used to perceive 
his stay at the Timurid court as a kind of captivity. 
Therefore, four months later, Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n and 
his companions tried to flee to Mugh list n but were 
captured and given forgiveness [40]. In 824/1421–2, 
with the military assistance of Ul ghb k, Sh r-Mu-

ammad-kh n seized power in Mugh list n. However, 
he soon ceased to obey the Timurid and began to rule 
independently [41]. As a result, in 828/1424–5 Ul ghb k 
undertook a campaign against him. Having plundered a 
few of Moghul uluses, his army returned to 
M war ’al-nahr [42]. However, Uways-kh n remained 
the main rival of Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n, and battles took 
place between them every now and then, with varying 
success. This continued until the death of 
Sh r-Mu ammad-kh n, which had natural causes [43]. 

The miniature depicts a middle-aged man of Mon-
goloid appearance, with a short black beard; he stands 
half-turned, left side to the viewer. The man is wearing 
a  reen underrobe with long narrow sleeves and a brown 
overcoat with short sleeves. The length of both robes 
reaches the middle of the lower leg, while the underrobe 
is slightly longer. The bottom robe has a white lining. 
The clasp of the overcoat is made in the form of a row of 
small, presumably gold, buttons from neckline to waist. 
The overcoat has yellow (presumably gold) decoration 
and white lining visible on the lapels. The hemline of the 
robe tucked up and plugged into the belt, which indicates 
readiness for action. The footgear is high red boots with 

small heels. The khan is girded with a narrow battle belt. 
A sabre with a slightly curved blade hangs on his left 
side. The type of sabre is like the previous one. The 
scabbard is pink or maybe red; the mouth, the clips, and 
the tip of the scabbard, as well as the crosspiece and the 
pommel of the hilt, are presumably gilded; the hilt of the 
sabre is slightly bent towards the blade, on the pommel 
there is a lanyard with a tassel. In his right hand, the 
khan is holding a pike [44]. Both pike tips are depicted 
with a wide sub-triangular nib, with a relief line in the 
middle of the nib; judging by the colour, the tips are 
gilded to indicate the high status of the owner of this 
weapon [45]. 

Portrait of A mad-kh n, or Lanj  (Lanch , Alanch ?)-kh n

Probably, the depicted person is Sul n-A mad-kh n 
(Alacha-kh n), the youngest son of Yun s-kh n. Sul-

n-A mad was born in 870/1465–6). Even under Yu-
n s-kh n, the nomadic tribes of Mugh list n, dissatisfied 
with the latter's craving for a settled life, recognized 

Sul n-A mad-kh n as their ruler [46]. M rz  Mu-
ammad- aydar characterizes him that way: 
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Sul n-A mad-kh n ruled the Central and Eastern part 
of Mugh list n, i. e. Turfan, approximately from 
890/ 1485–6 to 910/1504–5 [48]. According to Mirz  
Mu ammad- aydar, after ten years of fierce struggle, he 
established his power in Mugh list n and strengthened his 
possessions so much that “Qalmaqs and Uzbaks could not 
pass through the territory of Mugh list n at a distance of 
seven to eight months' journey” [49]. According to B bur, 
Sul n-A mad-kh n was nicknamed Alacha-kh n after his 
battles with the Qalmaqs. B bur writes: 

alach

alach

T r kh-i Rash d

alach

Despite all his power, Sul n-A mad-kh n recog-
nized the status of his elder brother 
Sul n-Ma m d-kh n as the supreme ruler of Mugh lis-
t n. He would several times come to support 
Sul n-Ma m d-kh n ( ) and 
successfully fight against his opponents. However, in 
909/1503–4 the two brothers were defeated by Shay-
ban -kh n near Akhsi and retreated to Aqsu. There, 
Sul n-A mad-kh n was stricken with paralysis and 
died [52]. According to T r kh-i Rash d , he had eight-
een sons, the eldest of whom was the governor of Turfan 
Man r-kh n ( ). And his third 
son Sul n-Sa d-kh n became the founder of the 
Moghul state (Daulat-i Mugh liya) with its centre in 
Yarkand [53]. 

The miniature depicts a middle-aged man standing 
half-turned with his left side towards the viewer. He has 
a Mongoloid appearance, with a short black beard. The 
khan is depicted in combat gear. Two robes (a green un-
derrobe and a red, short-sleeved overcoat) are fully 
tucked into brown trousers (although it is also possible 
that the man is wearing a shirt and a short coat, not long 
robes). The (over)coat is embroidered with yellow (pre-
sumably gold) thread. Fastening has the form of a row of 
small, probably gold buttons from neckline to waist. The 
trousers are tucked into gold-embroidered black boots 
with low heels. The khan is girded with a narrow harness 
belt. On the left a sabre in a green sheath is hanging on 
the belt; most likely, the scabbard is covered with green 
velvet. The type of sabre is like the previous ones. The 

mouth, clips, and tip of the scabbard, as well as the 
crosspiece and pommel of the sabre handle are presuma-
bly gilded. Also, on the belt there is a sadaq-type bow-
case with a bow. Sadaq, presumably, is covered with 
dark blue velvet; its front surface is embroidered with 
a floral pattern [54]. In this miniature, a quiver for ar-
rows, which should hang from the belt on the right side, 
is invisible. With both hands, the khan leans on a buzdy-
gan-type pernach (mace), the head of which has several 
flat ribs (feathers) fan-shaped around the perimeter. 
Judging by colour, the hilt and head of the mace are 
gilded [55]. The image of Sul n-A mad-kh n with 
a buzdygan in his hands depicts him as a famous com-
mander or even as the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Moghul army before the start of a military campaign. 
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