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Yo. Arakawa

Didactic potential of using active listening skills in conversations
between beginner and pre-intermediate learners of Japanese

Abstract: It can be assumed that in Japanese conversation classes, it is
effective to focus more on listening rather than speaking skills, as active
listening encourages dialogue. Increasing the number of conversations
between students satisfies students’ desire ‘to talk a lot’, however, the
Japanese conversation is characterized by ‘kyowa’ (co-construction).
Practicing kyowa helps improve communication skills of elementary and pre-
intermediate learners of Japanese. To facilitate the continuation of lively
conversations between students, it is important to introduce a listener
strategy — ‘aizuchi’.

Key words: the Japanese conversation, kyowa (co-construction), listener
strategy.
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