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Bectnux IlenTpa xopeiickoro ssbika M KyasTypbl. Beim 21 /
B38 otB. pex. C.O.Kyp6anos. — CII6.: Msg-Bo C.-Iletep6. yH-Ta,
2024. — 220 c.

IiBapuars nepsbiit BhMyck «Becthuka IleHTpa KOPEiiCKOro s3bIKa M KyAbTYPhI»
NIOArOTOB/IEH B paMKaxX MCCTENOBATENbCKOM JeATENbHOCTH Kadenpsl KOpeeBeneHus
BoCTOuHOTO (akynbrera CankT-IleTepGyprcKOro rOCyAapCTBEHHOTO YHMBEPCUTETA,
006pa30BaHHOl B pe3ynbTaTe MHOTONIETHell IEATENBHOCT KOPEEBEJOB BTOPOI TIO/IO-
Bunbl XX — Hauana XXI Bexa. Hacrosmmit Homep «BecTHUKa» MOCBAIIEH MOOLBIM
Y4YeHBIM-KOpeeBeaM.

«BectHux Ilentpa Kopeiickoro Asbika U Ky/IbTyphl» BKIIOUAET HAayUHBIE CTATHU U
MaTepHasbl [0 Pa3IM4HbIM aCleKTaM KOPeeBENEHNA: IMHTBUCTUKE, INTePaTypOBefe-
HMIO, UCTOPUH, KynbType Kopen. ABTopamu crateit «BecTHuKa» ABIAITCA KaK U3BECT-
Hble meTepOyprckme KopeeBeabl, Tak ¥ UX HAYMHAIOIME MOJIOMbIE KOJIIETH, a TAKKe
NPEeACTaBUTENN KOPeeBeaueckoro coobmectsa Poccun u Pecry6rmxu Kopes.

The 21* issue of the “Proceedings of the Center for Korean Language and Culture”
was prepared as part of the research activities of the Department of Korean Studies of
the Faculty of Asian and African Studies, St. Petersburg State University. This issue of the
Proceedings is dedicated to young scholars in the field of Korean Studies.

“Proceedings of the Center for Korean Language and Culture” includes scientific
articles and materials on various aspects of Korean studies: linguistics, literary criticism,
history, culture of Korea. The authors of the articles in the Proceedings are both well-
known Korean studies scholars from St. Petersburg and their young colleagues, as well
as representatives of the Korean studies community in Russia and the Republic of Korea.
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HIDDEN TREASURE: NORTH KOREAN MATERIALS
OF 1945-1950 IN ST.PETERSBURG LIBRARIES

S. 0. Kurbanov
St. Petersburg State University

For citation: Kurbanov S.O. Hidden treasure: North Korean materials of 1945-1950
in St. Petersburg libraries. Proceedings of the Center for Korean Language and Culture,
2024, iss. 21, pp. 214-219.

In 1945-1950, North Korea began the path of socio-economic transformation
from a traditional colonial society to a socialist society with national and cultural
specifics. The process of this transformation can be traced through reference to vari-
ous North Korean printed publications, as well as to archive materials. In Russia (the
Soviet Union), pre-war printed materials have been preserved, representing a diffi-
cult time for North Korea, from the liberation of the country from Japanese colonial
rule to the creation of the North Korean state and the subsequent Korean War of
1950-1953. The article presents some of the interesting and accessible North Korean
editions of 1945/1947-1950, demonstrating those aspects that are most valuable from
the point of view of a modern researcher.

Keywords. North Korea, primary sources, Korean war, 1945-1950, small and
middle enterprises, traditions.

North Korea has come a long way of transformation, and it has not always
been the way it has become nowadays. There are several distinct periods in its
early history, when comparative freedom still existed. In 1945-1948, the North
made its first steps to the path of socialist construction.

This short period was followed by a very special time in the history of
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) from September 1948 to
June 1950. At that time, the country had freedom of religion. There were
around 2000 protestant churches, 410 pastors, 518 Buddhist monasteries and
732 monks in 1949 [1, p.367]. The DPRK also had a huge private sector in
economy, which gave more than half of industrial production [1, p.61].

The Korean language schools designed for illiterate were called as Hangul
hakkyo (32 SH3L) [1, p.366]. This fact is very interesting, because in modern
(21* century) North Korea, the word (phrase) hangul is not used at all, since
it is associated with South Korea. Indeed, since the Republic of Korea call
itself in Korean as Hanguk (8+), it is quite logical that the language of this
country is called hangugo (3+= °], the language of Hanguk), and its alphabet
has the name of hangul (3+), that is “the letters of the Han country” North



