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5

ОТ РЕДАКТОРА

Данный сборник представляет труды участников конференции «Актуальные вопросы из-
учения истории, международных отношений и культур стран Востока», проходившей 7–8 ок-
тября 2022 г. на кафедре востоковедения Гуманитарного института Новосибирского государ-
ственного университета. 

Юбилейная конференция, приуроченная к празднованию 60-летия гуманитарного обра-
зования в Новосибирском государственном университете, была посвящена 90-летию чл.-корр. 
РАН, выдающегося российского этнолога и антрополога Сергея Александровича Арутюно-
ва (Институт Этнологии и Антропологии РАН, Москва). Профессор С. А. Арутюнов не только 
почтил своим личным присутствием участников конференции, но и выступил на пленарном за-
седании с онлайн-докладом «Современная картина формирования антропологического состава 
населения Индийского субконтинента», где представил и обобщил результаты работы совет-
ско-индийских этнологических и антропологических экспедиций в Индии в 70-80-х гг. XX в., 
все еще имеющих большой интерес для науки. 

С сообщениями о многосторонней личности и активной деятельности профессора 
С. А. Арутюнова выступили ученики и коллеги из разных городов, которые осветили вклад 
выдающегося ученого в историческую этнографию народов Азии, в изучение этнических 
и миграционных процессов в огромных регионах Азии, Кавказа, Сибири и Крайнего Севера. 
Особенно ценным было присутствие студентов-востоковедов и молодых ученых на докладе 
Сергея Александровича, когда было возможно воочию увидеть мэтра отечественной этноло-
гии и этнографического востоковедения, задать вопросы «человеку из Википедии», о котором 
они не раз слышали на лекциях своих преподавателей.

В раздел, посвященный обоим знаменательным юбилеям, вошли не только материалы 
выступления профессора С. А. Арутюнова о работе советско-индийских этнологических экс-
педиций и этнографические зарисовки профессора С. А. Комиссарова о народе мэньба, про-
живающем на границе трех государств (Китая, Индии и Бутана), но также и информационные 
заметки об истории становления двух востоковедческих школ в 60-80-е гг. в Новосибирске 
(проф. В. Е. Ларичева и проф. О. П. Фроловой), которые заложили основы динамичного разви-
тия сибирского востоковедения. 

Конференция, проходившая в третий раз в гибридном (очно-дистанционном) формате, 
получила тем не менее широкий общественный и международный резонанс. Это подтвержда-
ет, прежде всего, география участников, представлявших крупные востоковедческие центры 
Франции (Sorbonna University), Чехии (Masaryk University), России (Институт Стран Азии иА-
фрики МГУ, Московский государственный институт международных отношений, НИУ Выс-
шая школа экономики, Институт востоковедения, Институт Этнологии и Антропологии РАН, 
Санкт-Петербургский государственный университет, Институт Восточных рукописей РАН, 
Институт археологии и этнографии СО РАН, Институт истории, археологии и этнографии на-
родов Дальнего Востока ДВО РАН), Израиля (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev), Новой Зе-
ландии (Massey University), Киргизии (University of Central Asia), Узбекистана (Бухарский го-
суниверситет, Термезский госуниверситет, Джизакский государственный пединститут), а так-
же университеты и организации Китая (Dalian University), Республики Корея (Korea University, 
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Korea National University of Cultural Heritage), Японии (Aoyama Gakuen University; Shinshu 
University), Вьетнама (Hanoi architecture university), Монголии (Mongolian University of Life 
Sciences), Ливии (посольство РФ в Ливии). 

Свои доклады на пяти секциях в течение двух дней представляли не только известные, 
состоявшиеся специалисты, но и молодые исследователи в области истории, культуры, между-
народных отношений, политологии стран Ближнего Востока, Центральной и Восточной Азии. 
Несмотря на взаимодействие в гибридном режиме, между участниками по разные стороны 
мониторов состоялись весьма оживленные и плодотворные дискуссии. 

В настоящий сборник включена подборка фотоматериалов, иллюстрирующих некоторые 
волнующие моменты выступлений на конференции и юбилейных торжествах, а также спец-
ифику практических мероприятий (выставки керамических изделий Китая, Кореи и Японии 
из частных коллекций и мастер-классы по гончарному искусству и аюрведической медицине 
от жителей и гостей Новосибирска).

Отв. редактор сборника,
заведующая кафедрой востоковедения 

Гуманитарного института Новосибирского государственного университета,
доктор ист. наук, профессор Е. Э. Войтишек
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 10Saint-Petersburg State University, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL IN JAPANESE PUBLICATIONS  
ON THE HISTORY OF JAPAN

Abstract: The article is devoted to the analysis of illustrative reference material in popular publications 
on the history of Japan. Only Japanese publications with a historical or cultural context were considered, 
where the text was supplemented with diagrams, drawings and photographs of objects and events from 
different periods of Japanese cultural history. The images in such publications represent changes in 
everyday life; illuminate the appearance and evolution of various cultural objects over the centuries. 
Usually such images include pointers and footnotes (for example, for helmet elements, armor, horse 
equipment, explanations of the types of clay figurines of the Tumulus period, etc.). The depictions 
provide an adequate perception of the presented artifacts, allowing easier understanding for many 
tiny details in the traditional objects that remained from the time passed, i.e. details that often hardly 
perceived by the contemporary Japanese. Such publications are quite popular in modern Japan because 
of the habit of Japanese people to travel a lot around their country. The article offers a brief overview of 
fascinating illustrated publications on the history of Japan, presented by a number of Japanese publishers 
for modern readers. In addition to the Japanese reader, such publications can be of great benefit to a wide 
range of Western readers interested in Japan and to some extent proficient in Japanese (i.e. students, 
researchers, etc.).

Keywords: pictorial history of Japan, Japanese publications, illustrative material, reference material, 
encyclopedic dictionaries, historical and cultural context.

А. В. Филиппов, М. В. Пилипенко

Санкт-Петербургский государственный университет, Санкт-Петербург, Россия

ИЛЛЮСТРАТИВНЫЙ МАТЕРИАЛ В ЯПОНСКИХ ИЗДАНИЯХ  
ПО ИСТОРИИ ЯПОНИИ

Аннотация: Статья посвящена анализу специфики иллюстративно-справочного материа-
ла в популярных изданиях по истории Японии. К рассмотрению привлечены исключительно 
японские публикации, где текстовый материал для глубины восприятия приводится с широ-
ким привлечением изобразительно-графических средств. Используются схемы, рисунки, фо-
тографии предметов либо реконструируются явления и события из разных периодов истории 
страны. Визуально-графическое сопровождение текста по изменениям в укладе повседневной 
жизни, по появлению и эволюции предметов традиционной культуры на тех или иных этапах 

 10  © А. В. Филиппов, М. В. Пилипенко, 2022
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истории — призвано способствовать лучшему осознанию и упорядочению в подаче материа-
ла. Иллюстративный материал, в свою очередь, обычно обеспечен конкретизирующими ука-
зателями и сносками для отдельных элементов изображения (например, для деталей шлема 
и доспеха, фрагментов конского снаряжения, по типологии неглазурованных глиняных фигу-
рок ханива времён курганного периода Кофун и проч.). Широкое применение графического 
представления данных способствует выразительности и доступности в передаче информации, 
касающейся памятников материальной культуры. Для  современного читателя открываются 
возможности получения чёткой информации по  мельчайшим деталям традиционного быта 
минувших времён, обычно ускользающих от восприятия без специальной подготовки. Изда-
ния подобной жанровой стилистики пользуются высоким спросом в  сегодняшней Японии, 
в том числе, и вследствие увлечённости японцев путешествиями и интересом к изучению на-
ционального культурного наследия. В  статье предложен краткий обзор иллюстрированных 
изданий по истории страны, представленных рядом японских издательств. Помимо японского 
читателя, эти издания могут быть полезны и западному читателю, интересующемуся Япони-
ей и  имеющему определённые знания в  японском языке (напр., студентам, исследователям 
и т. д.). Обзор может представлять ценность для сравнения со спецификой подобных изданий 
по истории и культуре иных стран и народов (авторы сознательно оставили данное направле-
ние для дальнейших исследований).

Ключевые слова: иллюстрированная история Японии, японские издания, иллюстративный ма-
териал, справочный материал, энциклопедические словари, историко-культурный контекст.

Illustrative material is a particularly valuable addition to the written text in publications on 
historical subjects. Such publications are very popular among Japanese tourists who like to travel 
to various cities and historical sites of their own country. These publications are filled with visual 
and illustrative material, which includes schematic plans for the landscape of the area, drawings of 
architectural buildings, and images of historical monuments of Japanese culture. This material helps 
to form the necessary historical and cultural context and gives the most authentic perception of the 
information presented. Accompanying images help to form the necessary historical and cultural con-
text and give the most reliable perception of the information presented. A review of illustrated publi-
cations is a useful aid in finding information on the topic of scientific research.

To begin with, we will give an overview of fragments from five illustrated publications on the 
history of Japan published by Japanese printing companies, where the text material is supplemented 
with diagrams, drawings and photographs of objects or events from different periods of Japanese his-
tory. Then we will try to identify the scope of the publications and their practical benefits.

1. The illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk Through History” (1979) published by Ya-
makawa Publishing Company contains information about various objects and structures used over 
the centuries [1]. Each paragraph is presented with a large amount of illustrative material, such as 
photographs, diagrams, maps, which helps the reader to understand the historical and socio-cultural 
context of the described subject.

In particular, the paragraph “Archaeological finds of the Tumulus period古墳の出土品” is 
presented with a brief description of the features of these finds and corresponding illustrations. The 
illustrations are accompanied by detailed pointers and footnotes: the names of parts of the helmet and 
armor, the names of various terms of horse equipment. These images give an idea of the elements of 
life and everyday life of the Japanese in the Tumulus period (the Kofun period); (Fig. 1).

This handy little dictionary is very useful for getting a reference of the history of Japanese ob-
jects, as it provides specific comments and contains about 900 photographs and illustrations.

2. The encyclopedic dictionary “About “Things” from the History of Japan” (2001) published 
by Heibonsha Publishing Company is an overview edition consisting of more than 4,000 paragraphs, 
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accompanied by illustrations of the items described along with brief explanations [2]. The publisher 
itself gives the following comment on the content of the book in its Introductory Preface page:

“The purpose of this book is to clarify the essence of the names and appearances of “things” that 
existed widely throughout Japanese history. <...> It is also a <catalogue> of traditional things, things 
that have disappeared, tools that we want to keep, and things that are nostalgic where illustrations and 
explanations are integrated” [2, p. 3].

For example, the paragraph “Clay figurines Haniwa 埴輪” is dedicated to unglazed clay figu-
rines of the Tumulus period and contains illustrations of various types of figurines: houses, utensils, an-
imals, and people. These images allow the reader to form a concrete idea of what people living at that 
time looked like, what they dressed in, where they lived, how their everyday life was arranged; (Fig. 2).

This reference book gives the most complete picture of the historical significance of various 
household items in the daily life of the Japanese people and enables modern readers to learn and un-
derstand the names of things and clarify other details.

3. The publication “The 99 Mysteries of Every Castle in Japan” (2009) published by Saizusha 
Publishing Company reveals the details of the history of castle buildings located in Japan [5]. Com-
ments regarding each building are accompanied by a series of images that reveal additional informa-
tion about the castle and its features; (Fig. 3).

Fig. 1. On the left: the back cover of the illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk through 
history” [図説歴史散歩事典], 1979 [1]. On the right: the horse equipment depiction from the 

paragraph “Archaeological finds of the Tumulus period” in the mentioned edition [1, p. 83]
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For instance, paragraph 24, 
dedicated to the Oshi Castle 忍城, 
which is also called the “the Floating 
Castle of Oshi” because of its loca-
tion, provides landscape illustrations 
and a plan of the castle to help the 
reader understand the history of the 
castle’s title [5, p. 62-63]. (The castle 
is located on a plot of land surround-
ed by swamps, and the site itself is 
above the water level).

The illustrative material and 
text comments presented in this edi-
tion will be useful for readers whose 
area of interest is the castle buildings 
of Japan.

4. The edition “History of Ja-
pan in Pictures” (1985, by Nishimu-
ra Shigeo) published by Fukuinkan 
Shoten Publishing Company is an 
illustrated book on Japanese history 
from the Stone Age to the present 

Fig. 2. On the left: the back cover of the encyclopedic dictionary “About “things” from the 
history of Japan” [日本史モノ事典], 2001 [2]. On the right: the types of Haniwa figurines from the 

paragraph “Clay figurines Haniwa” in the mentioned edition [2, p. 386]

Fig. 3. The front cover of “The 99 
mysteries of every castle in Japan” 
[日本の各城99の謎], 2009 [5]
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day [4]. The book is compiled in an easily comprehensible form (also suitable for children to read), 
that readers can visualize each era of the historical process that took place on the territory of the Jap-
anese islands; (Fig.4, left side). 

The book can be divided into two parts. The first part is an illustrated story by the author about 
the main historical periods and events in Japanese history. Large-scale illustrations are accompanied 
by small comments that briefly explain the historical context of the images. The illustrative material is 
made in color and richly detailed. The second part of the book is a detailed commentary by the author 
on the events taking place in the illustrations. These comments also provide information about how 
the author created these images. The illustrations in the second part of the publication are black-and-
white and are supplemented with pointers to objects and actions performed by people.

In particular, the author decided to depict, as a significant event of the late Heian period, the 
moment of the Battle of Dan-no-ura (April 25, 1185), which became one of the turning points in the 
history of Japan (the last step towards the creation of the first samurai government and the begin-
ning of a new period in the history of Japan, the Kamakura period). The color illustration is made 
with deep colors and conveys a sense of the heated atmosphere of the battle and the importance of 
this event, which left a bright mark on the Japanese history. In the comments to this image there are 
pointers of what is happening in the picture: the actions performed by the combatants, the name of the 
equipment, the colors of the flags of the opposing rivals.

The publication covers all important and turning milestones in the history of Japan and provides 
an illustration for each of them. It seems useful for forming a common understanding of the historical 
process that shaped Japan.

5. The exhaustively detailed reference guide “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: 
Chronology, Maps, and Materials” (1985, ed. by Sakamoto Shozo, Fukuda Toyohiko) published by 
Daiichi Gakushusha Publishing Company is a richly illustrated publication on the history of Japan 

Fig. 4. On the left: the front cover of the “History of Japan in Pictures”, by Nishimura Shigeo, 1985 
[4]. On the right: the front cover of the “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, 

Maps, and Materials”, 1985 [3]
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from ancient times to the end of the 20th century [3]. The publication outlines the changes that took 
place on the Japanese islands in various historical periods, and also points out the features of every-
day life and culture of each era of the Japanese history; (Fig.4, right side).

This book very compactly and conveniently outlines the main events and socio-political chang-
es that occurred in Japan. In addition, some paragraphs provide interesting information about the in-
ternational trends or various cultural concepts. (For example, there is a brief comparison of the types 
of arabesques in different cultures.) There are large summary tables, where the historical periods of 
Japan briefly describe the events that took place in every sphere of the Japanese society, as well as 
the events that took place at that time on the world stage. At the end, the book is supplemented with 
a large amount of reference material, including a periodization of history according to the European 
tradition, according to the Asian tradition and according to the Japanese tradition in historiography [3, 
the reverse side of the back cover].

This publication provides information on each of the important milestones in the history of Ja-
pan with text comments and illustrations. It seems useful for forming a holistic understanding of the 
features of each historical period of Japan.

It is worth noting that each of the considered publications differs in the material provided within 
the same topic. For example, there is practically no information on clay figurines haniwa in “History 
of Japan in Pictures” (1985), while “About “Things” from the History of Japan” (2001) and “Newly 
Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials” (1985) clay figurines topic 
is presented in more detail, but with different emphasis on the exposition of the material. In the first 
publication, there is detailed information on the types and forms of haniwa, while in the second one, 
brief data from archaeological excavations and a description of the reconstructions shown in the im-
ages are given.

The same situation can be observed with information on horse equipment. There is only one 
mention of a single piece of horse equipment (saddle) in the “History of Japan in Pictures”. Several 
elements of horse harness are indicated in the paragraph “Culture of the Tumulus period古墳文化” in 
the publication “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials”. The 
illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk Through History” contains a paragraph devoted to horse 
equipment and is accompanied by a detailed drawing. The encyclopedic dictionary “About “Things” 
from the History of Japan” contains a separate paragraph dedicated only to the saddle, besides the 
paragraph on horse harness.

It seems that the difference in the amount of information and the way it is presented is due to 
the different purpose of each of the publications. When the editions “History of Japan in Pictures” 
and “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials” are aimed at 
forming a more general idea of ​​the historical process taking place on the territory of the Japanese 
islands (can also be divided into publications for a young audience and for an adult audience, re-
spectively). As for the other books — “About “Things” from the History of Japan” and “A Walk 
Through History” (as well as “The 99 Mysteries of Every Castle in Japan”) — then they were creat-
ed for a more thorough acquaintance with specific objects, things and buildings and their historical 
development trends.

In general, the images in such illustrated editions reveal changes in the daily lifestyle of Japa-
nese people over the centuries; and are also aimed at creating the most complete picture of the ori-
gin, appearance and historical significance of objects that have existed throughout Japanese history. 
Text comments in combination with the attached illustrations create comprehensive ideas about the 
ways of using tools, clothing, military equipment, ritual objects, etc., which are completely unique 
features only of the Japanese archipelago. These publications can be treated as very valuable and 
extremely useful for people interested in the history, culture, ethnography of Japan and other related 
topics.
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