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B cbopHMKe TIpencTaBaeHbl TPYIbl YYaCTHUKOB MEKIYHAPOIHON HAYYHO-TTPAKTUUECKOM KOH(MEPEHIIUNU
«AKTyaJIbHbIe BOIIPOCHI M3yYeHMsT ICTOPMM, MEKIYHApOIHBIX OTHOIIEHMI M KyJIbTyp cTpaH Bocroka», co-
crosiBiericst 7-8 oktsops 2022 1. Ha Kadenpe BocTokoBeneHus I'ymanurapHoro nHctutyta HoBocuGupckoro
rOCyJapCTBEHHOTO YHMBEPCUTETA B paMKax mpasnHoBanus 60-ymetust rymanutapHoro oopasoanust B HI'V.

Kondepenuus, mocsierHast 90-1eTuio BbIIAIOIIEroCss POCCUICKOTO 3THOJIOTA ¥ aHTPOIIOJIOra, YJl.-
kopp. PAH, npodeccopa C. A. ApyTioHOBa, TTOYYWIa IIMPOKUIL OOIIIECTBEHHBIV 1 MEKIYHAPOIHbIN Pe30-
HaHC. DTO MMOATBEPXK/IAET HE TOJILKO reorpadust yuaCTHUKOB U3 KPYITHBIX BOCTOKOBEIUYECKUX IIEHTPOB DpaH-
uyn, Yexun, Poccun, Mspannst, Mouronuu, Vsbekucrana, Kuprusum, Ungum, JIusunu u Hosoir 3enanmun,
a taxke yHuBepcutetoB Kurast, Kopen, Sinonnn, BeeTHama, HO ¥ Hay4HBIN CTaTyC JOK/IATIUMKOB, M3BECTHBIX
CIMEMAINCTOB ¥ MOJIOOBIX UCCJIENOBaTeNell B 06JIaCTY UCTOPUM, KYJIBTYPbI, MEKIYHAPOOHBIX OTHOLIEHW,
nosmtosnoruu crpad bivskaero Bocroka, LlenTpanbHoit 1 Bocrounoit Asun. B c60pHMK BK/IIOUEHA IMOMI-
60pKa ¢GoToMaTepraNoB, MIUTIOCTPUPYIOLINX CHENMGUKY HAyUYHBIX MPEHUN U MPAKTUUECKUX MEPOIPUSITHIA
(BBICTaBKM KepaMMKU U MacTep-KJIacCoB).

This compilation presents works of the participants of the international conference titled ‘Topical Is-
sues around Studies of History, International Relations and Cultures of Eastern Countries’, hosted on 7-8 Oc-
tober 2022 at the Department of Oriental Studies of the Humanities Institute of Novosibirsk State University.

The conference dedicated to the 90" anniversary of the outstanding Russian ethnologist and anthropol-
ogist, Corr. RAS professor Sergei A. Arutyunov, received wide public and international support. This can be
seen not only by the geographical reach as a result of participants from large oriental centres in France, the
Czech Republic, Russia, Mongolia, Israel, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Libya and New Zealand, as well as
universities in China, Korea, Japan, Vietnam, but also by the scientific status of speakers, well-known spe-
cialists and young researchers in fields of history, culture, international relations and political science of Mid-
dle Eastern, Central and East Asian countries. The compiled collection includes a selection of photographs
illustrating the specifics of organizing scientific discussions and practical activities (ceramics exhibition and
master classes).
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OT PEOAKTOPA

IlaHHbBIVI COOPHYK MTPEACTABIIIET TPYAbl YIACTHUKOB KOH(MEpeHIN « AKTyaTbHbIE BOIIPOCHI 13-
yUYeHUs UICTOPUY, MEKIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIIIEHMI U KYJIBTYp cTpadH BocToka», nmpoxoausiien 7-8 ok-
Tss6pst 2022 1. Ha Kadenpe BocToKkoBemeHus ['ymanurapHoro nHctuTyTa HoBocbupckoro rocymap-
CTBEHHOT'O YHMBEPCUTETA.

KO6unennas koHbepeHIMs, MPUYypOUYeHHAasT K TTpa3gHoBaHuio 60-1eTus ryMaHUTapHOro oopa-
3oBaHMs1 B HoBOCMOMPCKOM rocyapcTBEeHHOM YHUBepCcUTeTe, Oblia mocssiieHa 90-1eTuio wi.-Kopp.
PAH, BbIgaroIierocst poccuiickoro atHojiora u antponosiora Cepresi AjekcaHapoBuda ApyTIOHO-
Ba (Uuctutyt DtHONMormm u Antpononorun PAH, Mocksa). ITpodeccop C. A. ApyTIOHOB He TOJIBKO
MOUTMJT CBOMM JIMYHBIM MPUCYTCTBMEM YUACTHUKOB KOH(GEPEHIMM, HO 1 BBICTYIIMJI Ha TJIEHAPHOM 3a-
cemaHuy C OHJIaH-IOKIagoM « CoBpeMeHHast KapTuHa (OpPMUPOBaHMS aHTPOIIOJIOTMYECKOTO COCTaBa
HacesieHus: VITHOMIMCKOTO CyOKOHTMHEHTa», Ie MpeqCcTaBWI ¥ 0000 pe3yabTaTbl pabOThl COBET-
CKO-MHIUCKMUX STHOJOTUYECKUX M aHTpOIIoJorndeckux skcnenuimii B Mugum B 70-80-x rr. XX B.,
BCe ellle MMEIOIIX OOJIbIION MHTEPEC MIJIT HayKM.

C co0061IeHNsIMM O MHOTOCTOPOHHE) JMYHOCTM M aKTUBHOM [esiTeJIbHOCTU Mpodeccopa
C.A. ApyTioHOBa BBICTYIIUJIM YUEHMKU U KOJUIETM U3 PA3HBIX TOPOMOB, KOTOpPblE OCBETUJIM BKJIA,
BBIZAIOIIETOCS YYEHOTO B MCTOPUYECKYIO STHOrpadMio HapomoB Asuiu, B M3yUYEHMUE ITHUYECKUX
M MUTPAILIMOHHBIX TPOLIECCOB B OTPOMHBIX pernoHax Asuu, Kaskasza, Cubupu u Kpaitnero Cesepa.
Oco6eHHO 1IeHHBbIM ObIIO MPUCYTCTBME CTYLEHTOB-BOCTOKOBEIOB M MOJIOABIX YUEHbIX Ha JOKJaJe
Cepres AnekcaHapoBuya, KOrga 6bUIO BOSMOSKHO BOOUMIO YBUAETh MITPa OT€UECTBEHHOM 3THOJIO-
I'UU U 3THOTpadMueCKOro BOCTOKOBEIEHNS, 3aaTh BOITPOCHI «UeJIOBEKY U3 Bukumnenum», o KOTopoM
OHU He pa3 CJIbIIIAIM Ha JIeKIUSIX CBOUX IperofaBaTesen.

B pasgen, mocBsiieHHbI 000MM 3HaMeHaTeJIbHbIM F00MJIesM, BOLIM He TOJbKO MaTepuaJbl
BbICcTyIIeHMSI TTpodeccopa C.A. ApyTioHOBa O paboTe COBETCKO-MHAMMCKUX ITHOJIOTMYECKUX IKC-
equMLyi 1 STHorpadmueckue 3apucoBku mpodeccopa C. A. KomuccapoBa o Hapome mMaHbbOa, IPO-
SKMBaIOIeM Ha rpanmiie Tpex rocygapcts (Kuras, Uagun u Bytana), Ho Takke 1 MHGOpPMAaIIOHHbIE
3aMeTKM OO MCTOPUM CTAHOBJIEHMS IBYX BOCTOKOBemueckux IKoja B 60-80-e rr. B HoBocubupcke
(mpod. B. E. Jlapnuesa u nmpod. O.I1. ®ponoBoit), KOTOPbIE 3AJIOKMUIM OCHOBBI AMHAMUYHOTO Pa3BU-
TUSI CUOMPCKOTO BOCTOKOBEIEHS.

Kondepentus, npoxonusiiiasi B TpeTuii pa3 B TMOpUIHOM (OYHO-OMCTAHIIMOHHOM) (hopmare,
MOJTyuisia TeM He MeHee LIMPOKNI 0O1LeCTBEHHbIN ¥ MeXAYHAPOOHbIM Pe30HaHC. DTO MOATBEPKIa-
€T, TIpesKae BCero, reorpadusi yYaCTHMKOB, MPEACTABJISIBIINX KPYITHbIE BOCTOKOBEIUECKNME LIEHTPbI
®paniyy (Sorbonna University), Yexuu (Masaryk University), Poccuu (Muctutryt Crpan Asum nA-
bpukn MI'Y, MOCKOBCKMII TOCYIapCTBEHHBIM MHCTUTYT MEXIYHAPOMHbIX oTHOomeHuii, HUY Beic-
11as IIKojIa 9KOHOMUKM, VTHCTUTYT BocToKkoBeneHus, Uuctutyt DtHonorumn u AaTpononorun PAH,
Cankr-Iletep6yprckuit rocygapcTBeHHb1 yHUBepcuteT, MHcTUTyT BOCTOouHbIix pykommcenn PAH,
HNucturyTt apxeonoruu u stHorpadgum CO PAH, UHCTUTYT uCTOpUM, apXeoJaoruy 1 STHorpadum Ha-
ponoB JlanpHero Boctoka [IBO PAH), Wspawnsa (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev), Hosoiut 3e-
nannuu (Massey University), Kuprusum (University of Central Asia), Y36ekucrana (byxapckuii ro-
CyHUBEpPCUTET, TepMe3CKMii TOCYyHUBEPCUTET, [I3KM3aKCKMIA TOCYIapCTBEHHbBIN MEOUHCTUTYT), a TaK-
ke YHuBepcuTeTbl U opranmsaryyu Kuras (Dalian University), Peciyonuku Kopes (Korea University,




6 OT pepakTopa

Korea National University of Cultural Heritage), dnouunu (Aoyama Gakuen University; Shinshu
University), Bbetnama (Hanoi architecture university), Mounrosuu (Mongolian University of Life
Sciences), JIuBuu (rmocosbctBo PO B JIuBun).

CBou IOKJIa[bl Ha MSTU CEKIMIX B TeUeHMe NBYX IHEN MPeICcTaB/siiM He TOJIbKO U3BECTHbIE,
COCTOSIBIIIVECS CIIEIVAIMCTbI, HO ¥ MOJIOZIbIE VICCJIENOBATEM B OOIACTI UCTOPUHA, KYJIBTYPbI, MEXKILY-
HapOIHbBIX OTHOIIEHUH, TOJUTOJIOrMM cTpaH bimskaero Bocroka, LlenTpanbHon n Boctounoit Asun.
HecmoTtpst Ha B3aMMomenCcTBME B TMOPUIHOM pesKMMe, MEXKIY YYaCTHMKaMM IO pa3Hble CTOPOHbI
MOHUTOPOB COCTOSUTMCh BECbMa OKMBJIEHHBIE U TUIOMOTBOPHBIE IVICKYCCUM.

B Hacrosimii cOopHMK BKITIOUEHA IogbopKa (poTomMaTepraioB, WILTIOCTPUPYIOIINX HEKOTOPbIE
BOJIHYIOIIIMi€ MOMEHTbBI BBICTYIJIEHUI Ha KOHGbEpeHIMN U I0OUJIEMHBIX TOPKECTBAX, a TaKKe CITell-
MUKy ITPaKTUUECKUX MEpPONpUSATUI (BBICTaBKM Kepamuueckux mamenanii Kuras, Kopen n dnonun
"3 YaCTHBIX KOJIJIEKIIMIA ¥ MaCTep-KJIacChl IO TOHYAPHOMY MCKYCCTBY M alOpBEINYECKON MeIUIHe
oT skuTesien u rocren HoBocubupcka).

OTB. pegakTop cOOpHUKA,

3aBenyIolas Kapeapoi BOCTOKOBEIEHUS

I'ymanutapHoro nHctuTyTa HOBOCHMOMPCKOrO TOCYyIapCTBEHHOIO YHUBEPCUTETA,
IIOKTOP UCT. HayK, rmpodeccop E. 3. Boiimuwex
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A. V. Philippov, M. V. Pilipenko

Saint-Petersburg State University, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL IN JAPANESE PUBLICATIONS
ON THE HISTORY OF JAPAN

Abstract: The article is devoted to the analysis of illustrative reference material in popular publications
on the history of Japan. Only Japanese publications with a historical or cultural context were considered,
where the text was supplemented with diagrams, drawings and photographs of objects and events from
different periods of Japanese cultural history. The images in such publications represent changes in
everyday life; illuminate the appearance and evolution of various cultural objects over the centuries.
Usually such images include pointers and footnotes (for example, for helmet elements, armor, horse
equipment, explanations of the types of clay figurines of the Tumulus period, etc.). The depictions
provide an adequate perception of the presented artifacts, allowing easier understanding for many
tiny details in the traditional objects that remained from the time passed, i.e. details that often hardly
perceived by the contemporary Japanese. Such publications are quite popular in modern Japan because
of the habit of Japanese people to travel a lot around their country. The article offers a brief overview of
fascinating illustrated publications on the history of Japan, presented by a number of Japanese publishers
for modern readers. In addition to the Japanese reader, such publications can be of great benefit to a wide
range of Western readers interested in Japan and to some extent proficient in Japanese (i.e. students,
researchers, etc.).

Keywords: pictorial history of Japan, Japanese publications, illustrative material, reference material,
encyclopedic dictionaries, historical and cultural context.

A.B. ®unummos, M. B. ITnnunenko

Canxm-Ilemep6ypeckuti zocydapcmeenHbiii ynusepcumem, Caukm-Ilemep6ypez, Poccus

UJITIOCTPATUBHBIN MATEPHUAJI B ITTIOHCKUX U3TAHUSIX
ITO NCTOPUMU AIIOHUU

AnHomayus: CTaTbsl TOCBSIIeHA aHAIN3Y CeludUKMY MUTIOCTPaTUBHO-CIIPABOYHOTO MaTepua-
Jla B TIOMYJISIPHBIX U3OaHUSIX 1O uctopuu SAmonmn. K paccMOTpeHUIO MpUBJIeYeHbl UCKTIOUNTETBHO
SIMOHCKYE TTyOIMKaIM, TOe TeKCTOBBIM MaTepuas IJIs TTyOUHbI BOCIPUSTHUS IPUBOAUTCS C IIUPO-
KUM IIpUBJIeUeHreM 1300pa3uTeabHO-Tpadmnueckux cpencTB. Mcmonb3yoTcs: cxeMbl, pUCYHKHU, GO-
Torpaduu IPeIMETOB MO0 PEKOHCTPYUPYIOTCS SIBJIEHMS U COOBITUS U3 Pa3HbBIX MEPUONOB UCTOPUU
cTpaHbl. BusyanpHO-Tpaduueckoe CONMPOBOKAEHME TEKCTA IO U3MEHEHUSIM B YKJIa/ie IIOBCeSHEBHON
SKU3HU, 110 TOSIBJIEHUIO Y 3BOTIOLMY IIPEIMETOB TPaJULIMOHHONM KYJbTYPhl HA TeX WJIM MHBIX dTarax

© A.B. ®wmmnmnos, M. B. ITuinenxko, 2022



A.V. Philippov, M. V. Pilipenko 97

MUCTOPUM — TIPU3BAHO CIIOCOOCTBOBATD JIYUIIIEMY OCO3HAHUIO U YIOPSIAOUYEHMIO B IMojade MaTepua-
na. MyutrocTpaTMBHBIN MaTepuast, B CBOIO OUepelb, OObIUHO 06ecrieueH KOHKPETUIUPYIOIIMMA yKa-
3aTeJISIMU M CHOCKaMM [IJIs OTHOEJIbHbIX 3JIEMEHTOB M300pakeHusl (HapuMep, OISl JeTasieil IieMa
u mocrexa, GparMeHTOB KOHCKOTO CHApsDKEHMSI, 110 TUIIOJOT MM HErVIa3ypOBAHHBIX NIMHSHBIX QUry-
POK xaHuea BpeMéEH KypraHHoro rnepuoga KodyH u npou.). lllupokoe npumeHeHue rpaduyiecKoro
MpeCTaBJIeHMs JaHHbIX CITIOCOOCTBYET BhIPA3UTEIbHOCTU U JOCTYITHOCTY B Iepenade nHdopMaluu,
Kacarolleincss MaMsSTHUKOB MaTepyuaJbHOM KyJIbTYpbl. [IJiIT COBpEMEHHOTO YMTATeNsI OTKPbIBAIOTCS
BO3MOKHOCTM TIOJIyUeHMs] YETKOV MHGOPMAIMK 10 MEJbUaiIIMM AeTaasIM TPaaUIMOHHOTO ObITa
MMHYBIIMX BPEMEH, OOBIYHO YCKOJIB3AIOIIMX OT BOCIPUSTHUS 6e3 CIelaabHOM MOATOTOBKMU. M3ma-
HUSI TIOMOOHOM >XaHPOBOM CTUJIMCTUKYU TOJB3YIOTCSI BBICOKMM CIIPOCOM B CEromHSIIIHEN SmoHum,
B TOM UMCJIe, ¥ BCIEACTBYE YBIAEUEHHOCTH SITIOHIEB MYTEIIECTBUSIMY Y UHTEPECOM K M3yUEHUIO Ha-
LIMOHAJbHOTO KYJbTYPHOTO Hacjeaus. B crarbe mpemyiokeH KpaTKU 00630p MJLTIOCTPUPOBAHHBIX
M3IAHNH TI0 MUICTOPUM CTPAHbI, TPEICTABIEHHBIX PSIOM SITTOHCKUX U3aTebCTB. [IoMMMO SITOHCKOTO
YUTAaTesIsd, ST U3TAHMUS MOTYT OBbITh MOJIE3HBI U 3aMlaJITHOMY YMTATENI0, MHTepecytoiemMycs SImoHu-
el ¥ UMEIOIEMY ONpeaeEHHbIE 3HAHMS B SITOHCKOM sI3bIKe (HAIlp., CTyOEeHTaM, MCCAeq0BaTeIsIM
" T. 1.). O630p MOXKET IMpeICTaBISITh IIEHHOCTh JJIS1 CpaBHEHMSI CO Crel(MKO TOJTOOHBIX U3TaHUIA
IO MCTOPUU U KYJIbTYPE UHBIX CTPaH ¥ HAapoIOB (aBTOPHI CO3HATEIbHO OCTaBUJ/IM JAaHHOE Hampasje-
HMe OJj1s1 JaIbHENIINX UCCIeT0BaHUN).

Knrouesvie cnosa: viumocTpupoBaHHast MCTOpUsS SIMOHNMY, STIOHCKME U3aHNs, UJITIOCTPAaTUBHbBIN Ma-
Tepuasl, CIIpaBOYHbIN MaTepuasl, SHIMUK/IONEeANUECKME CIIOBAPY, UCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHBIN KOHTEKCT.

[Mlustrative material is a particularly valuable addition to the written text in publications on
historical subjects. Such publications are very popular among Japanese tourists who like to travel
to various cities and historical sites of their own country. These publications are filled with visual
and illustrative material, which includes schematic plans for the landscape of the area, drawings of
architectural buildings, and images of historical monuments of Japanese culture. This material helps
to form the necessary historical and cultural context and gives the most authentic perception of the
information presented. Accompanying images help to form the necessary historical and cultural con-
text and give the most reliable perception of the information presented. A review of illustrated publi-
cations is a useful aid in finding information on the topic of scientific research.

To begin with, we will give an overview of fragments from five illustrated publications on the
history of Japan published by Japanese printing companies, where the text material is supplemented
with diagrams, drawings and photographs of objects or events from different periods of Japanese his-
tory. Then we will try to identify the scope of the publications and their practical benefits.

1. The illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk Through History” (1979) published by Ya-
makawa Publishing Company contains information about various objects and structures used over
the centuries [1]. Each paragraph is presented with a large amount of illustrative material, such as
photographs, diagrams, maps, which helps the reader to understand the historical and socio-cultural
context of the described subject.

In particular, the paragraph “Archaeological finds of the Tumulus periodF3E® H 14~ is
presented with a brief description of the features of these finds and corresponding illustrations. The
illustrations are accompanied by detailed pointers and footnotes: the names of parts of the helmet and
armor, the names of various terms of horse equipment. These images give an idea of the elements of
life and everyday life of the Japanese in the Tumulus period (the Kofun period); (Fig. 1).

This handy little dictionary is very useful for getting a reference of the history of Japanese ob-
jects, as it provides specific comments and contains about 900 photographs and illustrations.

2. The encyclopedic dictionary “About “Things” from the History of Japan” (2001) published
by Heibonsha Publishing Company is an overview edition consisting of more than 4,000 paragraphs,
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accompanied by illustrations of the items described along with brief explanations [2]. The publisher
itself gives the following comment on the content of the book in its Introductory Preface page:

“The purpose of this book is to clarify the essence of the names and appearances of “things” that
existed widely throughout Japanese history. <...> It is also a <catalogue> of traditional things, things
that have disappeared, tools that we want to keep, and things that are nostalgic where illustrations and
explanations are integrated” [2, p. 3].

For example, the paragraph “Clay figurines Haniwa 3HE#” is dedicated to unglazed clay figu-
rines of the Tumulus period and contains illustrations of various types of figurines: houses, utensils, an-
imals, and people. These images allow the reader to form a concrete idea of what people living at that
time looked like, what they dressed in, where they lived, how their everyday life was arranged; (Fig. 2).

This reference book gives the most complete picture of the historical significance of various
household items in the daily life of the Japanese people and enables modern readers to learn and un-
derstand the names of things and clarify other details.

3. The publication “The 99 Mysteries of Every Castle in Japan” (2009) published by Saizusha
Publishing Company reveals the details of the history of castle buildings located in Japan [5]. Com-
ments regarding each building are accompanied by a series of images that reveal additional informa-
tion about the castle and its features; (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 1. On the left: the back cover of the illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk through
history” [IXI70iJiE s #2565 1], 1979 [1]. On the right: the horse equipment depiction from the
paragraph “Archaeological finds of the Tumulus period” in the mentioned edition [1, p. 83]
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Fig. 2. On the left: the back cover of the encyclopedic dictionary “About “things” from the
history of Japan” [HA 5 £ / FH ], 2001 [2]. On the right: the types of Haniwa figurines from the
paragraph “Clay figurines Haniwa" in the mentioned edition [2, p. 386]
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For instance, paragraph 24,
dedicated to the Oshi Castle ZL3i,
which is also called the “the Floating
Castle of Oshi” because of its loca-
tion, provides landscape illustrations
and a plan of the castle to help the
reader understand the history of the
castle’s title [5, p. 62-63]. (The castle
is located on a plot of land surround-
ed by swamps, and the site itself is
above the water level).

The illustrative material and
text comments presented in this edi-
tion will be useful for readers whose
area of interest is the castle buildings
of Japan.

4. The edition “History of Ja-
pan in Pictures” (1985, by Nishimu-
ra Shigeo) published by Fukuinkan
Shoten Publishing Company is an
illustrated book on Japanese history
from the Stone Age to the present

Fig. 3. The front cover of “The 99
mysteries of every castle in Japan”

[HZA D %IRI9D %], 2009 [5]
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day [4]. The book is compiled in an easily comprehensible form (also suitable for children to read),
that readers can visualize each era of the historical process that took place on the territory of the Jap-
anese islands; (Fig.4, left side).

The book can be divided into two parts. The first part is an illustrated story by the author about
the main historical periods and events in Japanese history. Large-scale illustrations are accompanied
by small comments that briefly explain the historical context of the images. The illustrative material is
made in color and richly detailed. The second part of the book is a detailed commentary by the author
on the events taking place in the illustrations. These comments also provide information about how
the author created these images. The illustrations in the second part of the publication are black-and-
white and are supplemented with pointers to objects and actions performed by people.

In particular, the author decided to depict, as a significant event of the late Heian period, the
moment of the Battle of Dan-no-ura (April 25, 1185), which became one of the turning points in the
history of Japan (the last step towards the creation of the first samurai government and the begin-
ning of a new period in the history of Japan, the Kamakura period). The color illustration is made
with deep colors and conveys a sense of the heated atmosphere of the battle and the importance of
this event, which left a bright mark on the Japanese history. In the comments to this image there are
pointers of what is happening in the picture: the actions performed by the combatants, the name of the
equipment, the colors of the flags of the opposing rivals.

The publication covers all important and turning milestones in the history of Japan and provides
an illustration for each of them. It seems useful for forming a common understanding of the historical
process that shaped Japan.

5. The exhaustively detailed reference guide “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History:
Chronology, Maps, and Materials” (1985, ed. by Sakamoto Shozo, Fukuda Toyohiko) published by
Daiichi Gakushusha Publishing Company is a richly illustrated publication on the history of Japan

Fig. 4. On the left: the front cover of the “History of Japan in Pictures”, by Nishimura Shigeo, 1985
[4]. On the right: the front cover of the “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology,
Maps, and Materials”, 1985 [3]
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from ancient times to the end of the 20th century [3]. The publication outlines the changes that took
place on the Japanese islands in various historical periods, and also points out the features of every-
day life and culture of each era of the Japanese history; (Fig.4, right side).

This book very compactly and conveniently outlines the main events and socio-political chang-
es that occurred in Japan. In addition, some paragraphs provide interesting information about the in-
ternational trends or various cultural concepts. (For example, there is a brief comparison of the types
of arabesques in different cultures.) There are large summary tables, where the historical periods of
Japan briefly describe the events that took place in every sphere of the Japanese society, as well as
the events that took place at that time on the world stage. At the end, the book is supplemented with
a large amount of reference material, including a periodization of history according to the European
tradition, according to the Asian tradition and according to the Japanese tradition in historiography [3,
the reverse side of the back cover].

This publication provides information on each of the important milestones in the history of Ja-
pan with text comments and illustrations. It seems useful for forming a holistic understanding of the
features of each historical period of Japan.

It is worth noting that each of the considered publications differs in the material provided within
the same topic. For example, there is practically no information on clay figurines haniwa in “History
of Japan in Pictures” (1985), while “About “Things” from the History of Japan” (2001) and “Newly
Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials” (1985) clay figurines topic
is presented in more detail, but with different emphasis on the exposition of the material. In the first
publication, there is detailed information on the types and forms of haniwa, while in the second one,
brief data from archaeological excavations and a description of the reconstructions shown in the im-
ages are given.

The same situation can be observed with information on horse equipment. There is only one
mention of a single piece of horse equipment (saddle) in the “History of Japan in Pictures”. Several
elements of horse harness are indicated in the paragraph “Culture of the Tumulus period f71& 344, in
the publication “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials”. The
illustrated encyclopedic dictionary “A Walk Through History” contains a paragraph devoted to horse
equipment and is accompanied by a detailed drawing. The encyclopedic dictionary “About “Things”
from the History of Japan” contains a separate paragraph dedicated only to the saddle, besides the
paragraph on horse harness.

It seems that the difference in the amount of information and the way it is presented is due to
the different purpose of each of the publications. When the editions “History of Japan in Pictures”
and “Newly Selected Charts of Japanese History: Chronology, Maps, and Materials” are aimed at
forming a more general idea of the historical process taking place on the territory of the Japanese
islands (can also be divided into publications for a young audience and for an adult audience, re-
spectively). As for the other books — “About “Things” from the History of Japan” and “A Walk
Through History” (as well as “The 99 Mysteries of Every Castle in Japan”) — then they were creat-
ed for a more thorough acquaintance with specific objects, things and buildings and their historical
development trends.

In general, the images in such illustrated editions reveal changes in the daily lifestyle of Japa-
nese people over the centuries; and are also aimed at creating the most complete picture of the ori-
gin, appearance and historical significance of objects that have existed throughout Japanese history.
Text comments in combination with the attached illustrations create comprehensive ideas about the
ways of using tools, clothing, military equipment, ritual objects, etc., which are completely unique
features only of the Japanese archipelago. These publications can be treated as very valuable and
extremely useful for people interested in the history, culture, ethnography of Japan and other related
topics.
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