
























































































the coalition against Hitler; studying the law about the penalties for treason, the text 

of the military oath, and the contents of the famous order No. 227, known as "No 

step backwards!" from the People's Commissariat of Defense." 5 

Political organs devoted a great deal of attention to instructing servicemen in 

subjects related to this last point, particularly those whose families were in German-

occupied territory. Work with this contingent of soldiers, it was emphasized, was to 

be carried out as convincingly as possible. 

Political workers were expected to produce agitational material in a timely 

fashion so that the troops could be acquainted with the contents of each piece. If 

worst came to worst, collective readings from newspapers were organized. 

The part of the order that concerned the need to raise the living standards of 

the soldiers, increase their contact with their commanders, and prohibit the latter 

from making insulting remarks, was very important to the morale of the troops. 

Political organs were also expected to take decisive measures to combat any negative 

developments among Communist personnel. The order also made changes in the 

honors that could be paid to fallen soldiers. Heroes who particularly distinguished 

themselves in battle could be left permanently on the rolls of their regiments and, 

moreover, military ceremonies could be observed. " 

The military councils of the armies took responsibility for leading 

counterpropaganda efforts personally. The principal members of the war council 

exercised authority through the heads of the political department. The study of 

German propaganda became one of the most important duties of political organs, 

commanders, and political workers. For this reason, enemy broadcasts were 

monitored, recorded, and, if possible, transcribed. The importance of carefully 

studying and analyzing the contents of Fascist propaganda, determining the main aims 

and forms that it took, was emphasized. The head of the Political Directorate of the 

front demanded that documentation of this issue be detailed and clear. Reports on the 

implementation of the order were supposed to be made once every ten days." 6 

Thus, as the second year of the war was coming to an end, real changes in 

the organization of counterpropaganda were made. It ceased to be the concern of 






























